GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
876 Grove Street, Conneaut, OH 44030
440 599-8908
Mission Statement
We are a Christian community united in God’s call to serve others by
proclaiming, celebrating, inviting, and sharing Christ’s Love.

Purpose Statement
“God’s Word, Our Mission”

JANUARY 2018
HOLY COMMUNION CELEBRATED EACH SERVICE
8:30 A.M. CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
9:45 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00 A.M. TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
Nursery Available for those up to age 5

JANUARY 7

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

JANUARY 14

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
MISSION SUNDAY

Food Pantry Donations
JANUARY 21

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

JANUARY 28

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

PLEASE SHARE THE INFORMATION OF YOUR UPCOMING EVENTS
EMAIL THE CHURCH OFFICE goodshepherd@suite224.net
THE FEBRUARY ECHO DEADLINE IS JANUARY 22.
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TREASURER’S REPORT NOVEMBER 30, 2017
GENERAL FUND – BALANCE AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 2017

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

INCOME
$ 21,307
$ 15,351
$ 16,162
$ 22,121
$ 14,314
$ 14,639
$17,122
$13,509
$13,849
$17,799

Need $18,967 Each Month
$189,670 year to date

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 21,307
$ 36,658
$ 52,820
$ 74,941
$ 89,255
$103,894
$121,016
$134,525
$148,374
$166,173

% ESTIMATED
BUDGETED
REVENUE
112.3%
96.6%
92.8%
98.8%
94.1%
90.8%
91.1%
88.7%
86.9%
67.6%

- $ (23,497)

($14,003)

EXPENSE
$ 23,022
$ 19,687
$ 16,831
$ 17,827
$ 17,985
$ 14,745
$ 18,574
$16,444
$17,901
$21,769

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 23,022
$ 42,709
$ 59,540
$ 77,267
$ 95,252
$109,997
$128,571
$148,015
$165,916
$187,685

% ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
121.4%
112.6%
104.6%
102.0%
100.4%
96.7%
96.8%
98.6%
97.2%
99.0%

- $ (1,985)

The 2018 Budget was approved at the Annual
Meeting December 10, 2017
Second Half Annual Meeting will be held
February 11, 2018

The 2018 charts for Altar Flowers,
Bulletins, and
Memorial Candle signup are posted
in the hall across from the Nursery.
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the koinonia of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
The year starts anew, but the grace of our Lord is the same every day. Our church is changing and it seems that
it is doing so on a daily basis. However, the same Jesus Christ is still being worshiped and glorified through our
songs and prayers and gatherings. New uses of technology, while sometimes clunky, can add to the richness of
services with images and sounds and clips that accentuate the season or the readings for the day. Many
churches have already moved to projection only systems and have been very successful. It helps to reduce cost
and helps the environment by reducing the amount of wasted paper which decreases the amount trees necessary
to make the paper.
While this causes great angst at times, it is a movement toward a church of the future. And, the future will
certainly be coming sooner or later. I know that there are some that would want the future to come later; much
later. Embracing the future now, however, is a reality that we learn through Christ Jesus. Jesus helps us to
bring the future realm of heaven into our space in the here and now; theologians sometimes call it the already
but not yet, the breaking in of resurrection into our world of death, violence, and decay. God does this for us
through Jesus who was raised from the dead, thus taking away the sting of death in our world.
As we move through these changes keep in mind that Jesus walks with us through any and all of our anxious
times. Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. Jesus will be with us as we sort out what needs to be done in God’s
church here on earth and especially here at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut, Ohio. These are not
the only changes that we have endured as a church. There will certainly be other changes in the future. All I
ask is that people help us in coping with these changes instead of tearing others down because one does not like
changes. I’m more than positive that the church of the first century would not be pleased with all the changes to
the liturgical structures over two thousand years. Yet we still meet Jesus through our taking of the Holy Supper.
We still find solace in his death and resurrection. We still find hope in the love poured out for us through all the
centuries since the first Eucharistic feast.
If we were to take all of the accoutrements on our 21st century church and compare them with even last century
we will see a vast difference. So, all of the changes that have already happened, we have come through and are
a more solid church on account of it. So I ask our Lord Jesus to bless this new year and the changes that we will
live through during it. Bless the time that we share together in and out of worship. Bless the people with
ministries and missions. Bless us all as we move forward, boldly, into the future of the church.
In the words of Martin Luther:

Sin Boldly
But rely on the grace of Christ Jesus even more boldly.
Blessing of peace in Christ’s name in the new year,

Pastor Patrick J. Van De Motter
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Youth and Family Ministry
On January 7, we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. We
remember that Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan, and we remember
our own baptism. The sacrament of baptism is the Church’s public witness
that we are loved by God. It is a sign that we recognize what God is doing—
what God has always been doing in our lives. It doesn’t matter if we’re
sprinkled, squirted, immersed, aspersed, or dunked. It doesn’t matter if we
are young or old. We are loved by God—a God who creates us, names us,
claims us. God seals us with the Holy Spirit and calls us to lives of ministry
and love. In the water and God’s word, we get wet.
It doesn’t matter what we look like, where we are from, or who we are, we are God’s children. It doesn’t
matter what we do, what mistakes we made, or where we live. We belong to God. God names us. God claims
us. “This is my child. You belong to me.”

If anyone is in Christ,
there is a new
creation: everything
old has passed
away; see,
everything has
become new!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

As Youth and Family Minister, I want to help people of all ages
live into their baptismal identities. One way to do that is to
remember baptismal anniversaries. As we start a new calendar year,
I encourage you to find the date of your baptism, and put it on your
calendar. Light your baptismal candle if you still have it. In prayer,
give thanks to God for being welcomed into God’s family.
Remember your citizenship in heaven. Reflect on how God calls
you to serve.
In the new year, I plan to be intentional in contacting Good
Shepherd members around the time of their baptismal
anniversaries, according to what congregational records we have in
the church office. I want to remind people of the love God has for
them, and to encourage them to celebrate their baptismal covenants.
It's not a pastor's magic fingers at Baptism, but rather God's Word
in, with, and under that water. The actual rite of Baptism is a
public recognition of what God has been doing in your life since
before you were in your mother's womb, is doing now, and will
keep doing forever--loving you.

In Ohio, you need a license to drive a car, to vote, and do work in all sorts of jobs. You don’t need a license to
love. You don’t need a license to listen to a neighbor with compassion. You don’t need a license to welcome a
stranger. You don’t need a license to speak truth to power. You don’t need a license to say love when the
world says hate. You don’t need a license to say peace when the world is awash with conflict. You don’t need
a license to live your life in a way that blesses others. Your baptism is license enough.

The Rev. Paul Bailie
Youth and Family Minister
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A Moment In Faith
By Richard P. Tulino, A Layman’s Interpretation
The Light of the World
We have just finished the celebration of Christmas Day, the day our Savior, Jesus
Christ was born. When we remember the Christmas story we think about how the shepherds in
the field were visited by an angel and told about the birth of Jesus and “The glory of the Lord
shone around them.” And we remember how the wise men followed a star until they came to
the place where Jesus was born. We get the idea that both the Shepherds and the wise men saw
a bright light. Today let’s talk about light. It comes from so many sources, too many to mention.
Here are some ideas. During the Christmas season we saw light coming from the advent
candles. We saw light coming from the decorations in church and in our homes. If we need to
find something that is in an unlighted space or if we walk outside after dark a flashlight is a
good source of light. We have electric lights in our homes to light the space around our dining
table or near the chair where we read. A lighthouse is another source of light. It helps boats out
on the water find their way and often marks areas of rocks and danger. And of course, then
there is the beautiful natural light that comes from the sun. The sun gives us special gifts of
light in the morning, at sunrise, and when we are getting ready to go to sleep, at sunset.
In the Bible we read about John the Baptist who told everyone that “The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” He was talking about Jesus. Jesus is
the most important source of our light. It is the kind of light that warms us from the inside and
feels like love. The light that comes from Jesus helps us find our way and from it we learn how
to honor God and how to treat others with love. This is a big idea—that Jesus would give us
light that would light us on the inside and shine out so that others could see our love.
Where Is Your Light Shining?

5

January 2018

January 7th Youth Sub Sale begins

Tired of being cold outside. Come join us on January 14th from 4-7 when we will
bring the outside inside. See if you can build a snowman inside or have a snow ball
fight, who knows? Also come in your craziest PJ’s, socks and hair.

Tired of cooking, let us cook for you.
The evangelism committee will host a soup to go on Jan 7th between the two services.
Anyone that would like to donate soup please contact Michelle Logan at 265-8727. All
proceeds will go to the youth mission fund.
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HAVE YOU PICKED UP YOUR
2018
Offering Envelopes?

Annual Reports are needed ASAP.

Calling All Members…
♦Are you planning to “fly south” for the winter?
♦Have any of your children or grandchildren
moved or headed off to college?
♦Has your email address changed?

ATTENDANCE
WORSHIP SERVICE
Dec. 3
155
Dec. 10
128
Dec. 17
138
Dec. 24
70

If so, please notify the church office with updated
address information.
We would love the
opportunity to stay in touch, and keeping our
addressf information current helps us to do so.
Thanks for your help!

CHRISTMAS EVE
4 PM
198
7 PM
107
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JANUARY

If you are unable to serve,
please contact someone to serve in your place!

8:30 WORSHIP STEWARDS

ALTAR GUILD

DATE

ASSISTING
MINISTERS

COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS

READERS

JAN 7

John Chapin

Susan McCarron

Amy Gallagher

Luke Patriarco

Jasmine Steighner
Grace Patriarco

Pearl Ann Curtis

JAN 14

Linda Hall

Betty Monday

Dolores Pelow

Brandon Vidmar

Dave & Bernadette
Nolan

Heidi Parkomaki

JAN 21

Richard Tulino

Amy Gallagher

JAN 28

Richard Tulino

Mary Steighner

Jerry Brookhouser

Dave Nolan

ACOLYTES

USHERS

Tim Montagano

Pew Family

Sophie Thompson

GREETERS

HOSPITALITY
Julie Kantola

Margo Kaihlanen

John Chapin
Rich Kantola

Bob & Joe
Reed

Pam Hunt
Marilyn Hathy
Margo Kaihlanen
Katrina Pavolino

Pearl Ann Curtis
Shirley Harco
Peggy Harco
Heidi Parkomaki

SECURING
THE CHURCH
Jan 7
Jan 14 Suzanne Malys
Jan 21 Mark Lytle
Jan 28 Michelle Logan

11:00 WORSHIP STEWARDS
DATE

ASSISTING
MINISTERS

JAN 7

Shirley Harco

JAN 14

JAN 21
JAN 28

Andy Chiodo

Phyllis Waid
Shirley Harco

COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS
Phyllis Waid
Michelle Logan
Nickolas Mason

Shirley Harco
Andy Chiodo

READERS

ACOLYTES

USHERS

GREETERS

Stacy Racut

Amelia Sanford
Lane Vargo

Craig & Natalie
Huya

Andy Chiodo
Nickolas Mason

Taylor Racut
Lily Rose Vargo

Hutchison
Family
Brandon, Nickolas,
Hannah, Kataya
Lydia, Colton

Shelly Carpenter
Chase Carpenter
Al Gee
Annie Vendetti

Hannah Tallbacka
Kataya Sweeney

Peggy Harco
Shirley Harco
Mike & Suzanne Malys
Lydia Jerina
Nickolas Mason

Chase Carpenter
Dalton Nellis

Jerry & Faye
Lampela
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Grace, Taylor
Michael, Chase,
Lily Rose
Owens
Family

HOSPITALITY

NURSERY

Stephanie
Van Norman

Molly Todaro
Suzzanne Nellis

Jenny Hutchison

Stacy & Taylor Racut

Huya Family
Susan Lytle

Rick & Brandon
Vidmar
Stephanie, Grace, Luke
Patriarco___________

JANUARY 2018
Sunday

Monday
1

7 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
MISSION SUNDAY
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Tuesday

14 SECOND SUNDAY EPIPHANY
8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service
Undecorate church

15

21 THIRD SUNDAY EPIPHANY
8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service
12:15 #TheLanding

22
ECHO ARTICLES DUE

28 FOURTH SUNDAY EPIPHANY
8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service

29

Thursday

2

3

4

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M” Ministry

6:00 Chancel Choir

6:00 Weight Watchers

9

10
1:30 Social Ministry at
County Home
6:00 Chancel Choir

11

16

17

18

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M” Ministry
5:30 Executive Meeting
6:30 Council Meeting

6:00 Chancel Choir

6:00 Weight Watchers

23

24

25

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M” Ministry

6:00 Chancel Choir

6:00 Weight Watchers

30

31

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 Men’s Breakfast
at Angela’s
6:00 All Committees

8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service

Wednesday

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M” Ministry
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Friday

Saturday

5 OFFICE CLOSED

6

12 OFFICE CLOSED

13

19 OFFICE CLOSED

20

26 OFFICE CLOSED

27

5:45 Finance Meeting
6:00 Weight Watchers
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