GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Mission Statement
We are a Christian community united in God’s call to serve others by
proclaiming, celebrating, inviting, and sharing Christ’s Love.

Purpose Statement
“God’s Word, Our Mission

APRIL 2018
HOLY COMMUNION CELEBRATED EACH SERVICE
8:30 A.M. CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
9:45 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00 A.M. TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
Nursery Available for those up to age 5

APRIL 1

RESURRECTION SUNDAY

APRIL 8

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Food Pantry Donations

APRIL 15

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 22

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 29

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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TREASURER’S REPORT FEBRUARY 28, 2018
GENERAL FUND – BALANCE AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2018

MONTH
January
February

INCOME
$ 19,046
$ 20,336

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 19,046
$ 39,382

% ESTIMATED
BUDGETED
REVENUE
80.7%
83.4%

$9,893.00

EXPENSE
$ 30,589
$ 21,646

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 30,589
$ 52,235

% ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
129.5%
110.6%

MARK YOUR CALENDERS
This summer Vacation Bible School will be held at Good Shepherd Lutheran
from 9:00-12:00, July 9-13. Again, this year we will be partnering with Corpus
Christi churches to include more young people from our community. Children from
preschool to twelfth grade are welcome. Please spread the word.
Volunteer sign-up sheets and registration forms for all ages can be found in
the “Gathering Space” or GSL church office.

Vacation Bible School
Volunteers needed
July 9-13
9:00-Noon
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April 2018

Christ is risen, Alleluia!
When our Ash Wednesday and Resurrection Sunday end up on Valentine’s Day and April Fools’ Day, you can
bet that there is something about this year that makes it really special. Except that the coincidental double
dating is just that: a coincidence.
I have never really celebrated Valentine’s Day. I find no significance to a day that celebrates romantic love
when the love of God is what we so desperately need. The imposition of ashes is a reminder of that agape love.
We are reminded that God came to save us through Christ Jesus and that there is no greater love:
John 15:12-13
12

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

13

No one has greater

love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.
As we move through the season of Lent we move inextricably to the day of which Jesus speaks: when he lays
down his life for us. He speaks these words at the last dinner that he shared with his disciples in the Gospel of
John. HE has moved inextricably from Galilee to the small hill called Golgotha outside the gates of Jerusalem.
And act of love, an act of obedience, and an act of prophecy fulfilled. We stand looking back on that day and
reverence it knowing that the joy will soon follow.
The joy of the resurrection of Christ Jesus is a joy that the disciples could not fathom before the incident and
surely cannot understand even after they were reunited with Jesus in the upper room and on the road to
Emmaus.
The joy of Resurrection Sunday is ironically celebrated when we Americans celebrate making fools of
ourselves and others. April Fools’ Day is always on April first; not so Resurrection Sunday. I am wondering
how many people will celebrate that foolish day instead of celebrating the day that Christ set us free from the
sting of death (1 Cor. 15:56). The resurrection of Christ was unlooked for by the disciples because of the
finality of death. But Jesus points us to the joy of being reunited with him after our own death. Because we
believe this, some may call us fools, thus the irony of the coincidental celebrations. We are no fools for
believing in Christ and his being raised. It is our hope and our sure belief that we will not live our lives in vain
in order to spend them eternally separated from God who loves us. We are the believers of the good news of
Christ Jesus: The Gospel of our Lord.
Christ is risen, Alleluia
Blessings of peace in Christ’s name,

Pastor Patrick J. Van De Motter
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From the Youth and Family Minister
Pastor Paul Bailie
Our class of middle school students at Good Shepherd is in the final stages of preparing for the Rite of
Confirmation on May 20. This is a chance for them to affirm the promises made for them at Baptism and
become full adult members of the congregation. Our program is on a two year cycle. One year covers doctrine
from Luther’s Small Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. This has been our
Bible year, giving an overview of the Old and New Testaments.
In the fall, our students took a Bible pre-test to see what they already know about the Bible. We will have an
end-of-the-year test in a few weeks. We’ve learned ancient narratives from Israel’s history. We’ve had
encounters with teachings of Jesus. We are discovering the challenges for the early Church. The idea of giving a
test is not to scare students and shame them for what they do not know, but rather to celebrate what they have
learned about God’s word. Here are a few of the questions from the pre-test. How would you do?
1. The first book of the Bible is called __________.
a. Acts of the Apostles b. Revelation

c. Genesis

2. The last book of the Bible is called __________.
a. Revelation
b. Psalms
c. Hymnal

d. Ruth e. Catechism

d. Philemon

e. Luke

3. The New Testament was originally written in what ancient language?
a. Latin
b. Spanish
c. Greek
d. Hebrew
e. Chinese
4. The Old Testament was mostly originally written in what ancient language?
a. Hebrew
b. Urdu
c. Klingon d. Greek
e. English
5. What were the names of the first humans in one of the Genesis creation stories?
a. Ruth and Naomi b. Jacob and Esau c. Euodia and Syntyche
d. Eve and Adam
6. Who were the twin brothers who had a conflict over the birthright from their father, Isaac?
a. Abel and Cain
b. James and John
c. Esau and Jacob
7. Which is NOT one of the Ten Commandments?
a. You shall not steal. b. Just say no to drugs. c. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.
8. Which phrase is NOT part of the teachings of Jesus?
a. Love your enemies
b. You are the salt of the earth c. God helps those who helps themselves
9. What New Testament book, written by the same author as the Gospel of Luke, tells about the development of the
early Christian Church, with the help of the Holy Spirit?
a. John
b. 2 Corinthians c. Acts of the Apostles
d. Jude
10. What former enemy of Christians had a transformation on the road to Damascus and later wrote letters to
communities of Jesus followers?
a. Paul
b. Nicodemus
c. Timothy
d. Simon
e. Bartholomew

Look for answers further in the Echo.
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A Moment In Faith
By Richard P. Tulino, A Layman’s Interpretation
As we are about to celebrate the Resurrection I thought I’d discuss some of the references in the Bible pertaining to
it. From the Old Testament in Psalm 17:15 it is written: Because I am righteous, I will see you face to face and will be
satisfied. David is praying to the Lord while he is being persecuted by Saul. Psalm 17 has a theme that was a plea for
justice by David, after he was being falsely accused and persecuted. He wanted us to realize that the true goal of life- To
Know God-and the true reward of life is-To See God-one day! In verse 15 the word awake shows us that David believed
in life after death. Belief in the Resurrection wasn’t widespread in the Old Testament times but several verses show it
was partially understood.
The Disciples didn’t understand the purpose of Jesus’ Resurrection. In Matthew 17:22-23, Jesus told them; “The son
of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of his enemies. He will be killed, but on the third day he will be raised
from the dead.” Upon hearing this, the disciples, were filled with grief. Once again Jesus predicted His death but more
important, He told of His Resurrection. All the disciples had heard was the first part of Jesus’ words and they became
discouraged. They couldn’t understand why Jesus wanted to go back to Jerusalem where He knew He would walk right
into trouble. They didn’t comprehend the purpose of Jesus’ death and resurrection until Pentecost. They didn’t realize
that the death and resurrection would make Jesus’ Kingdom possible. Like the disciples, we to shouldn’t get upset at
ourselves for being unable to understand everything about Jesus. They spent three years with him, saw his miracles,
and heard his words and still they had difficulty understanding, but however they believed. We ourselves should do no
less.
How did Jesus prove the reality of the resurrection? In Matthew 22: 31-32 Jesus says “But now as to whether there
will be a resurrection of the dead haven’t you ever read about this in the Scriptures?” Long after Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob had died, Jesus said “I am the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. “So He is the God of the living, not the dead.
Because the Sadducees accepted the Pentateuch as the only source of God’s divine word, Jesus answered them from the
book of Exodus (3:6) there was no way God would have said, “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” if God thought
of them as dead. From God’s perspective, they are alive! Jesus’ use of the present tense pointed to the resurrection
and eternal life that all believers will have.
How could Jesus’ Resurrection affect our daily lives? In 1st Corinthians 15:58 Paul says, “So, my brothers and sisters,
be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is
ever useless.” Sometimes we lack the emotion or interest in what we are doing for the Lord, because we don’t see any
results, but that doesn’t mean our work is useless! Don’t let discouragements over an apparent lack of results keep you
from doing the work of the Lord enthusiastically!
Jesus’ resurrection is the key to the Christian faith. Why?
1. Just as he promised Jesus rose from the dead, because of this we can be confident that He will
accomplish all that He has promised!
2. Jesus’ bodily resurrection shows us that the Living Christ is ruler of God’s eternal Kingdom, not a false
prophet!
3. Since Jesus was resurrected we can be certain of our resurrection. Death is not the end. There is a
future life!
4. If we believe the power that raised Jesus back to life, then we know that same power is available to
bring our spiritually dead selves back to life!
5. The Resurrection is the basis for the Churches witness to the word. Jesus is more than a human leader.
He is the Son of God!
6. He Is Risen Alleluia!
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6th ANNUAL DINNER THEATER
APRIL 21
Support the hungry children in Conneaut by purchasing tickets for the
dinner theater which are on sale now. The event, themed "Jesus Take
the Wheel" will benefit One-Step and Right Track Programs.
At the same time you will enjoy funny skits, Believer's Fire, Soloist
Megan Mullins, and try a brand new caterer in our area Amazing Grace
Catering. The menu will be
Pork tenderloin, penne pasta, red skin potatoes, green beans, salad,
cake and rolls. You can get all this for only $15 each or two for $25.
There is also a Chinese Auction with over 40 items; $5 for 6 tickets or
$10 for 20 tickets.
For tickets, donations or questions please contact Faye Lampela at 8132478 or the church office at 599-8908. Thanks for your support.

I would like to thank all for the prayers, cards and well wishes
during this difficult time. I am so blessed to have such a loving
church family.
Rich Kantola
Thank you for all of the get well wiches, flowers and cards while I
was in the hospital and now back home!
Millie Hennessey

Answers:
1. C
2. A
3. C
4. D
5. D
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. A

The Covered Girls Quilting Ministry received a wonderful gift of
three new sewing machines.
Our old & outdated machines needed to be repaired and the cost
would exceed the price of a new machine.
A special thanks to Barb Bisbee who researched the machines and
found us a great deal. She went to Cleveland and got them for us.
Again, we received another great blessing when Judy Barch paid
for all three machines.
God has blessed us indeed!!
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#TheLanding will meet April 15 after church for

ATTENDANCE
Feb 25
Mar 4
Mar 11
Mar 18
Mar 24

Nisua
April 15
Orders must be placed by April 8
with Suzanne Malys,
Jerry Lampela or the church office.
Cost is $5.00 per loaf prepaid
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109
147
143
152
305

APRIL 2018
Sunday
1 RESSURECTION SUNDAY
8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

4

5

6:45 Girl Scouts

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M” Ministry

6:00 Choir

MISSION SUNDAY
8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service
12:30 Confirmation

9

10

11

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 Men’s Breakfast
at Angela’s Café
6:00 All Committees

1:30 Social Ministry Bingo
at County Home

15
8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service
12:15 #TheLanding

16

17

18

19

6:45 Girl Scouts

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M”Men’s Ministry
6:00 Council Meeting

6:00 Choir

5:30 Weight Watchers

22

23

24

25

26

9:00 Quilting Ministry
9:00 “3M”Men’s Ministry

6:00 Choir

5:30 Weight Watchers

Friday
6

Saturday
7

5:30 Weight Watchers

OFFICE CLOSED

12
5:45 Finance Meeting

13 OFFICE CLOSED

14

20

21

1:30 Worship at the Villa

8

8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service
12:30 Confirmation

_______________________________________________________________

29

8:30 Contemporary Service
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Service

5:30 Weight Watchers

6:00 Choir

OFFICE CLOSED

Dinner Theater
6 pm

________________________
30

8

27

28
OFFICE CLOSED
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