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For three hours during the crucifixion of Jesus there was darkness; three hours. Some scientists were trying to
figure out why and how this might happen. They looked back in the cosmological records and, with a few
corrections of the calendar, found that there was a total eclipse of the sun around the time that Jesus was being
crucified. How they know that I do not know, but it should be noted that total eclipses of the sun last for only
minutes at a time. Even jet planes cannot outrun a total eclipse. The moon is moving much too fast for that to
happen. This is the scientific data that I was able to find online:
This is about 7.5 minutes. The longest total solar eclipse from 4000 BCE to 8000 CE, a span of 12,000
years, will occur on July 16, 2186 and will last 7 minutes 29 seconds. Its path sweeps across Colombia,
Venezuela and Guyana. The August 21, 2017 total solar eclipse, by comparison, will last a maximum of
2 minutes 43 seconds. About 70% of eclipses last longer than this.
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/how-long-does-longest-possible-total-solar-eclipse-last
So how can we explain this:
Matthew 27:45

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
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First of all I care not to even try to explain it as any explanation will be fraught with inconsistencies and maybe
even a heresy or two. I like to look to Isaiah for some help with this. In Isaiah 9:
Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of

deep darkness-- on them light has shined.

Since there was still sun and moon to fill this day and night with light, how can the people living in darkness see
a great light? How can they be sitting in darkness? Perhaps the best explanation is that this is not the darkness
of sun, but a darkness of the soul, or better yet the spirit. Matthew uses the words of the prophet in the
opening of his Gospel for when Jesus starts his ministry to the people and after having been tempted by Satan.
Since Jesus is the light of the world, and Jesus is in the process of dying because of his crucifixion, the people will
then be left without that light and be in darkness. But take heart.
Jesus also tells us that WE are the light of the world:
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"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16

We continue to be the light that shines in the world. We don’t shine like Jesus shines. We are more like the
moon. The moon has no light of its own, but reflects the light of the sun. Let us be like the moon and reflect the
light of Jesus.
Blessings of peace.

Pastor Patrick J. Van De Motter

Good Shepherd Ministries
All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Fun Night
· Circus
· D-Day Parking
· Craft Fair
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Set up/tear down
for events
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Kindergarten to Adult
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Bible Study
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Please note: The new ECHO publisher is Kelly
Anthony. Submissions can be emailed to
klanthony@suite224.net.

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Sunday School Classes
9:45 am Kindergarten thru Adult
September thru May
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Lead Pastor
Rev. Paul Bailie, Family and Youth Minister

To contact someone to initiatea
prayer on the prayer chain CALL:
Nancy Sackett(440-593-3673)
If you know of someone who is
hospitalized, sick or needs a visit,
please CALL the church office (440599-8908) so that a visit can be
arranged.

A member of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2019

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF Feb. 28, 2019

MONTH
January
February

OFFERING
INCOME
$
15,232
$
20,881

YTD
INCOME
$ 15,232
$ 36,113

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

73.7%
87.3%

EXPENSE
$ 26,125
$ 19,823

ATTENDANCE
3/3
3/10
3/17
3/24

117
96
125
109
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YEAR TO
DATE
$ 26,125
$ 45,949

$2,626
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
126.3%
92.3%

Lent at Good Shepherd
Midweek Services of Reflection &
Healing

CAMA
Worship

Wednesdays in Lent
Soup and Sandwiches: 6 PM
Worship: 7 PM

Sundays in Lent: 6 PM
April 7: Corpus Christi, speaker is Carson
Robson onRaising of the Dead/Tomb Opening,
Matthew 27:50-53,music byUCC Choir.

April 3: Rev. Fred Grimm
April 10: Rev. David Anderson

Final gathering for Conneaut churches of different
denominations for worship at different locations.

Neighboring Lutheran pastors join us for a
contemplative time of scripture and prayer each
Wednesday.

Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday
April 14
8:30 and 11 AM

Celebrate Jesus’
triumphant entry into
Jerusalem. Several GSLC
children will receive First
Communion.

Maundy Thursday
April 18
7 PM

Good Friday
April 19
12 PM at lake
7 PM in sanctuary

Remember the
commandment that
Jesus gives the disciples:
Love one another.

We prayerfully
remember the death of
Jesus. The noon service
will be Stations of the
Cross on the beach.

Easter Sunday
April 21
8:30 and 11 AM

Christ is risen! We
celebrate and rejoice
in this festive service.
Contemporary
worship at 8:30 and
traditional music at
11. Easter breakfast
between services.

Easter Sunday Breakfast
April 21, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
The menu includes breakfast casseroles, muffins, fruit and beverage. Volunteers are needed to make
breakfast casseroles and muffins. Please contact Michelle Logan or Janice Boyle if you can donate a
casserole or muffins.
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EASTER PLANTS
Tulip and lily plants will be available at a cost of $8.00 for each plant. Payment along
with this form may be placed in the offering or mailed to the church office. Checks can
be written to GSLCC.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove St, Conneaut, OH 44030
DEADLINE for ORDERING is April 8, 2019
We ask thatONE NAME OR ONE COUPLE be honored or
memorialized forONE PLANTordered.
InMemory of________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of__________________________________________________________________________
Donor’s Name ___________________________________________________ Envelope No. ________
No. of Plants Ordered__________Amount Enclosed ____________Tulip__________Lily __________
Plants need to be picked up after the late service on Easter:

Yes ______No ______

Church members at the Villa and ACNRC would love to hear from their
friends! Here’s where you can send cards and notes:
The Villa at the Lake
ATTN: Mr. Jake Kesatie
48 Parrish Road
Conneaut, OH 44030

Swimming at the Ashtabula YMCA
April 6th, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Cost is $3.00 per person.
Please contact Michelle Logan at church or 440-265-8727to sign up & pay by April 1.
The event will start with swimming; pizza and soda will be set up in the adult lounge.
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Volunteer Opportunity
GSLC hosts BINGO at the Ashtabula County Nursing and Rehabilitation Center the
second Wednesday of every month from 1:30-2:30 p.m. This wonderful ministry,
currently funded in memory of Sue Dewey, has a long history with GSLC. Our
volunteerscall numbers, assist residents with their cards, and share in the fellowship
and fun. Sound like this volunteer opportunity is for you? We can always use more
help.Volunteers are treated to a beautiful luncheon! For more information or to
volunteer, please contact Shirley Harco at 594-3873 or just show up! The facility is
located at 5740 Dibble Road in Kingsville.

Spring Nisua
Baking

We will be baking Nisua again on April 13th. Order deadline is April 4th.
May 11th will be our last bake for the season; we will bake again in the fall of 2019. The
last day to order will be Thursday, May 2nd.
Orders can be placed through the church office, (440) 599-8908, or see Suzanne Malys
or Jerry Lampela.

An invitation is extended to anyone interested in playing in the
Praise Band at the 8:30 worship service.
Please contact Jim Fuller or a pastor.

A special thank you to the group of hard workers who came in and scrubbed our kitchen
from top to bottom. We had about 12 people including three of our men who did all the
heavy work. Thank you John Chapin, and Bob & Joe Reed. It took many hands to
accomplish a big job. We ask that if you are in the kitchen that you please leave it
looking as it was when we finished on Saturday afternoon.

Need your garden rototilled this spring?
Just call Joe!
Joe Reed, (440) 812-3231

Looking for the perfect venue for your special event? Consider renting Fellowship Hall!
Call the Church Office, (440) 599-8908, and speak with Stephanie to find out more.
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Committee News
Evangelism

A big thank you is extended to all that all attended Family Bowling Night. We
had 34 bowlers and 9 non-bowlers. This will be a continued event for the
church as it has grown over the years.

Family Fun Night continues to be a good time for those who attend. Twenty
people attended the event in March. Pastor Bailie and the youth burned last
year’s palms to make ashes for Ash Wednesday.
Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events!
April 6th: Swimming at the YMCA in Ashtabula. Cost is $3.00 per person. The event will start with swimming from
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Pizza and soda will be set up in the adult lounge.
April 14th: Delivery of Easter Candy. Thank you for your orders!
April 21st: Easter Sunday Breakfast 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. The menu includes breakfast casseroles, muffins, fruit and
beverage. Volunteers are needed to make breakfast casseroles and muffins. Please contact Michelle Logan or
Janice Boyle if you can donate a casserole or muffins.
May 18th: Spa Day from 2:00– 6:00 p.m. Cost is 10.00 per ticket, which includes a taco bar catered by Amazing
Grace Catering, fruit and vegetable trays, flavored water, massages, hand and foot massages, nail painting,
paraffin hand treatments, guided meditation, several make and take stations, and much more! See Michelle
Logan or Jennifer Best for more information.
August 3rd: Sea Wolves Family and Faith Night. More details to follow.
Serving Christ,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism
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GSLC
th
7 Annual Dinner Theater
Presents

Saturday, April 27

th

in Fellowship Hall
Doors open at 5:15 p.m.
Show starts at 6:00 p.m.

Featuring:
• Amazing Grace
Catering
• Chinese Auction
• Conneaut
Kingpins Band

Tickets:
$15 each or 2 for $25
Reserve yours today!
Call the Church Office
(440) 599-8908
or text Faye Lampela
(440) 813-2478
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Benefits:
One-Step &
Right Track
Programs

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School at Good Shepherd will be
July 15-19, 2019

This year’s theme is “Who is My Neighbor?”
Watch for more info in the months ahead.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Pastor Paul Bailie (gslcfamily@suite224.net).
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Worship & Music

In preparation for Holy Week, we will be cleaning the Sanctuary after both services
on April 7th. Please call or text me at (440) 813-2478 if you can help.
You can also contact me should you have any other questions, concerns, or
comments regarding worship services. In addition to reaching me as indicated
above, you can also catch me before or after worship. I normally attend at 11:00
but I also attend the 8:30 service once a month to make myself available.
In His Service,
Faye Lampela
Worship & Music Chair

Attention Thrivent Members!
Please call or go on line now to redeem your choice dollars to benefit our church! They are
doing it once a year now and the deadline is March 31. Sorry for the late notice, but this
update was just received from Jeff Shinaberry. Call Shirley Harco, 594-3873, if you have any
questions.

Fellowship Hall Rental “Blackout” Dates
No hall rentals will be scheduled April 22-26 as it is Tech Week for Dinner Theater. The
performance is April 27th.

Outside Worship Service
Beginning May 26 and running through September 1 worship will be held outside on the
north lawn for the 8:30 service. Also, the late Traditional Worship is moved to 10:15.
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Hi, this is Jasmine Steighner. On behalf of the LYO (Lutheran Youth Organization Board), we are asking
for donations for our servant event at this summer’s gathering taking place June 14th and 15th. We are
going to Haven of Rest. This organization’s mission is, “The purpose of Haven of Rest is to serve and
glorify God through Christ-centered, life-changing programs of love and compassion that respond to
the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of men, women and children without regard to their race,
color, creed or social standing.” They are always in need of certain items but almost any donation will
help. Here’s a list of what they need:

















Men’s Pants (waist size 42 and larger)
Ground Coffee (regular and decaf)
Boy’s Pants (all sizes)
Men’s T-shirts (small)
Men’s Shower Shoes & Personal Care Items
Women’s Undergarments & Bras
Shampoo & Conditioner
Men’s Pajamas w/no pockets
Bars of Soap & Body wash
Spray Deodorant
Canned Fruits & Vegetables
Pre-sweetened Cold Cereal & Instant Oatmeal
Boys Underwear (sizes 4T – 10)
LED Work Lights/LED Flashlights
Batteries (AA, AAA, C, 9 volt)
Socket Wrench Sets (Standard & Metric)

They would appreciate and it would help a homeless man, woman or child out a lot! Any donation is
welcome as well! If you can’t go out and buy these items and want to donate another way you may
visit their website at https://havenofrest.org/get-involved/donate-items/. I will be collecting these
items until Sunday June 9th 2019. Thank you so very much!!!!!!
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Our Beautiful Church
There is something very wonderful and magical that is going on in greenhouses all over
the United States, including right here in Conneaut. For the past umpteen years Joann
Seavey and her daughter, Meredith, have been busy in their greenhouses well before
Spring planting flower seeds and nurturing them into healthy and beautiful bedding
plants to be placed into gardens all over Conneaut, especially the ones at Good
Shepherd. Joann has provided, at no cost to us, many of the hanging baskets and lots
and lots of the flowers for the flower beds around the church. With her own hands
and bountiful heart she has magnified God’s creation to the enjoyment of all. I thank Joann for her extreme
generosity that has added such beauty and joy to our grounds.
I also want to thank several others for working with me to plant, mulch, and maintain
the flowers. First and foremost, Janelle Cole has worked side-by-side with me for
many years whenever I ask. Sometimes it is on a weekend, sometimes it is a week-day
evening; it doesn’t matter, she is always there to help. It could be hot and sunny or
chilly and wet, it doesn’t matter, she will be there working until the job is done. She
loves gardening and the Lord and deserves credit for making our flower beds
successful year after year. Next is my daughter, Mia. I am so happy that she shares my love for flowers and isn’t
afraid to get her hands (and knees) dirty. It is great to have a younger person to share the work load. Mia dives
right into the job and gets it done now! Together we plant hundreds of bedding plants in the main triangle as
well as the beds along the parking lot and in our outdoor worship area. Once the plants are in the ground and
mulched, God takes over with His warm sunshine and ample rains to grow them into gorgeous flowers with
spectacular colors. It never ceases to amaze me how so much beauty can come from such a little brown seed
and dark soil. The hanging baskets are sheltered from the rain and they dry out very quickly. That is where
Suzanne Malys comes in. She faithfully keeps a watchful eye on the hanging baskets and the six large flower
tubs and waters them 2 to 4 times a week in the hot weather. All would be lost if she wasn’t there with the
hose to give them a good soaking. I also thank the grounds crew that keeps the lawn nice and tidy by carefully
mowing without blowing the cut grass into the flowers. You see, it takes a real team effort to make it look as
nice as it does. Many of you have thanked me for the flowers and I appreciate your compliments. Please extend
your kind words to Joann, Janelle, Mia, Suzanne, and the grounds crew as well.
You, too, can be part of the joy and fun of turning bare ground into a head-turning display of colors and shapes.
We start planting in the latter part of May, depending upon the weather. The planting and fertilizing takes 2-3
outings and then the mulching can be done in 1 or 2 outings. Of course it will go faster
with additional workers. Yes, it is a lot of digging with a garden trowel but I prepare the
soil with my tiller about a week or so in advance so it is nice and loose. The plants
really do go in quite easily. If you enjoy gardening and the great satisfaction of adding
beauty to our church and can help on one or more occasions, please contact me or
Janelle anytime, either in person or with a phone call. My phone number is 228-7912.
We would love to have you!
In Service to our Lord,
Mark Lytle
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April 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2
9:00 3M’s &
Quilters

7

8

8:30 Service
9:45 Sun. School
11:00Service
Sanctuary
cleaning after
both services
1:30 Service at
the Villa

14

9:003M’s &
Quilters

15

8:30 Service
9:45 Sun.
School
11:00 Service

10

11

FRIDAY
5

3:00-4:00
Swimming at
the YMCA

12

13

6:00
Committees

5:45 Finance

16

17

18

19

Maundy
Thursday

Good Friday

5:45 Choir*

6:00 Council

SATURDAY
6

OFFICE CLOSED

1:30 BINGO at
ACNRC
5:45 Choir*
6:00 Soup &
Sandwiches
7:00 Worship

Quilters
12:30 Communion
Service at Lake Pt.
1:30 Communion
Service at The Villa

OFFICE CLOSED

7:00 Service

20

12:00 Stations
of the Cross at
the Lake
7:00 Service
OFFICE CLOSED

22

Easter Sunday
8:30 Service
9:00-10:30
Breakfast
9:45 Sun.
School
11:00 Service

28

5:45 Choir*
6:00 Soup &
Sandwiches
7:00 Worship

9:00 3M’s &

Palm Sunday
8:30 Service
9:45 Sun.
School
11:00 Service
1st Holy
Communion

21

9

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
3
4

23

24

25

9:00 3M’s &
Quilters

26

27

OFFICE CLOSED

5:15 Dinner
Theater

6:00 Choir

29

30
9:00 3M’s &
Quilters
*Note time change from 6:00 to 5:45, effective March 6 – April 17
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Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
ASSISTING
TIME
MINISTER
4/7/2019
Mary Steighner
8:30

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT
Amy Gallagher

11:00

Andy Chiodo

Mark &
Susan Lytle

4/14/2019
8:30

Mike Malys

Kathy Mills

Shirley Harco

Kimberly Chiodo

11:00

4/21/2019
Mary Steighner
8:30
11:00

Shirley Harco

4/28/2019
JasmineSteighner
8:30

Linda Hall
Paul Mechling
Betty Monday

11:00

Andy Chiodo

Kimberly Chiodo

5/5/2019
8:30

Mike Malys

Jerry Brookhouser

Shirley Harco

Mark Lytle

11:00

5/12/2019
Jasmine Steighner Katrina Pavolino
8:30
11:00

Andy Chiodo

5/19/2019
Mary Steighner
8:30
11:00
5/26/2019
8:30
10:15

Susan Lytle
John Chapin

Shirley Harco

Paul Mechling

Mike Malys

Amy Gallagher

Dianne Young

Nickolas Mason

USHERS
Richard Vidmar
Grace Patriarco
Craig &
Natalie Huya
Mary Steighner
Katrina Pavolino
Ruth Brown
EJ Hybert
Ron &
Janet Maenpaa
Kimberly Chiodo
Stacy Racut
Kathy Mills
John Chapin
Shirley &
Peggy Harco
Dick & Diana
Stoker
Craig & Natalie
Huya
David &
Bernadette Nolan
Ruth Brown
EJ Hybert
Ron &
Janet Maenpaa
Faye & Jerry
Lampela
Richard & Julie
Kantola
Shirley &
Peggy Harco

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

Katrina Pavolino

John Chapin

Sue Chapin

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

Joanne &
Paul Mechling
Sue &
John Chapin

Janelle Cole
Nickolas Mason

Michelle Logan

Lane Vargo
JR Hutchinson

Taylor Racut

Amy Gallagher

Marilyn Hathy

Sofi Thompson

Luke Patriarco

Peggy Harco

John Thompson

Stacy Racut

Aiden Hathy
Natalie Wood

Nickolas Mason

Kathy Mills

David Nolan

Suzanne Malys

Aiden Vidmar

Jennifer Best

Pat Haas

Bob Hybert

Natalie Huya

Lily Rose Vargo
Lane Vargo

Michelle Logan

Jennifer Best

Grace Patriarco

Katrina Pavolino

Tim Montagano

Luke Patriarco

EJ Hybert

Mark Lytle

Jennie Hutchison

Kataya Sweeney
Emma VanNorman

Taylor Racut

Bob & Joe Reed

John Chapin

Marilyn Hathy

Sofi Thompson

Jennifer Best

Pat Haas

John Thompson

Stacy Racut

Amelia & Naomi
Sanford

Taylor Racut

Wes & Susan
Combs

Mary Steighner

Sue Chapin

Tim Montagano

Luke Patriarco

Jan Cole

Bob Hybert

Michelle Logan

Lily Rose Vargo
Natalie Wood

Nickolas Mason

David Nolan

Suzanne Malys

Luke Patriarco

Brandon Vidmar

Mark Lytle

Joanne Mechling

JR Hutchison
Aiden Hathy

Michelle Logan

Grace Patriarco

Pearl Anne Curtis

Jan Cole

Pat Haas

Dick & Diana
Stoker
Amy & Jason
Warren
Jerry & Shirley
Brookhouser
Paul & Joanne
Mechling

Andy Chiodo

Mark Lytle

Faye Lampela

Stacy Racut

Taylor Racut

MAY ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam Deemer,
Betty Monday, Robin Bryant

APRIL ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Janelle Cole,
Katrina Pavolino, Judy Barch
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SECURE
CHURCH
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