Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ
We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

JULY 2019
“Who is my neighbor?”
This is a question asked by a lawyer in the Gospel of Luke:
Luke 10:29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
The lawyer wanted to justify himself. I think that explains enough in this parable. Self righteous people always seem to
want to make sure that they are justified. So what does he do? He questions Jesus. Not always the wisest thing to do. This
is where Jesus does his typical Rabbi thing by answering a question with a question. However, that question is preceded by
a parable (the parable of the Good Samaritan) in which he details what it looks like to be a neighbor to those around you.
I typical fashion, Jesus uses those that are not automatically welcomed as part of society: those that are foreigners, the
unclean, the demon possessed, a prostitute, a tax collector, and those that are considered beneath the privileged majority.
In this case it is a Samaritan.
Samaritans are considered outsiders because they come from the part of Palestine that was considered the northern
kingdom, Israel. They intermarried with those that had conquered them: the Syrians, the Babylonians, and the Persians, as
well as the Greeks and Romans at that time. Samaritans are actually Israelites who intermarried and “interfaithed” with
those that settled there. Samaritans and Judeans did not hold very much in common at that time. They tolerated each
other.
So, it probably comes as a bit of surprise that a Samaritan was the hero of this story. Jesus relates this parable to a lawyer
who is part of the ruling religious class. The transient participators in this story are also part of the ruling religious class: A
priest and a Levite. Both holy in the eyes of the people. Both not interested in helping a man because they might be made
unclean by touching him. The outsider, foreigner, part of the shunned, however. Did his duty as participant in GOD’s story.
He helped the man he did not know.
Many times, in life we will have to trust or rely on people that we feel are the “other.” Knowing that the love of God is
meant even for them. We have to trust that the love of God exists even in those people that we fear. Why? Because, the
love of God exists even in those people that we fear.
I’m sure that the lawyer found it hard to swallow that the Samaritan was the one that helped the man. He doesn’t even
mention that it was a Samaritan. He just answers Jesus question of “who is this man’s neighbor.” He responds by naming
him “the one who showed him mercy.” Indeed. The one who shows mercy.
Who are our “others?” If we tell the story and replace priest, Levite, and Samaritan with republican, democrat, and
socialist, would that bring the story to light for us? If we use the words white, brown, and black, will that help us to
understand the story better?
I am hopeful that the “other” will be quite obvious to us and that we use our God given abilities to help those that have a
hard time helping themselves for whatever reason.
Blessings of Peace in Christ’s Name,

The Rev. Patrick J. Van De Motter

Good Shepherd Ministries
All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Fun Night
· Circus
· D-Day Parking
· Craft Fair
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Set up/tear down
for events
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Kindergarten to Adult
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Bible Study
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary (Outside)
Sunday 10:15 Traditional
May 26 thru September 1
Holy Communion at all services
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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Lead Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
Rev. Paul Bailie, Family and Youth Minister
gslcfamily@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Monthly Prayer Calendar

To contact someone to initiate a prayer on the prayer chain CALL:
Nancy Sackett(440-593-3673)
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4

5

6

For the
wonders of
nature

For healing &
enduring
peace in the
Holy Land

For the work &
bravery of
firefighters &
fire crews

For responsible
& compassionate exercise of
freedom

For Lutheran
camps &
outdoor
ministries

For those
affected by
cyclones in
Mozambique

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

For evangelism
in our communities & the
wider world

For those
planning the
2021 ELCA
Youth
Gathering

For advocacy
for actions to
prevent gun
violence

For release of
approved federal funding
for hospitals in
Jerusalem

For God’s
awesome deeds

For those serving in the ELCA
Young Adults in
Global Mission
program

For the Spirit’s
guidance in
doing what is
right

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

For those
involved with
Vacation Bible
School

For our newly
elected synod
bishops

For learning
the ways &
truths pleasing
to God

For neighboring congregations &
churches

For those
serving in
Cambodia

For brothers &
sisters in Christ
who help us
understand
God’s will

For empathy,
compassion &
wisdom in the
wake of
violent acts
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22

23

24

25

26

27

For hearing
what God is
asking us to be
& do in the
world

For willingness
to share the
good news of
the risen
Christ

For the implementation of
decisions
made at synod
assembly

For openness
to see all that
God shows us
is possible

For the work of
the ELCA Racial
Justice
Ministries

For those
serving in
Mexico

For those planning&preparing for the
Churchwide
Assembly

28

29

30

31

For our ability
to bring to God
every matter
or question

For those in
need or
discarded by
society

For the fullness of life we
have through
Christ

For the end of
human
trafficking

If you know of someone who is hospitalized,
sick or needs a visit, please CALL the church
office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be
arranged.

What a joy it was to receive cards and phone calls from everyone during my
recovery. My personal thanks to you all.
Susan Chapin
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July Birthdays
Janet Antila
Benjamin Betteridge
Virginia Black
Janice Borgner
Gerald Brookhouser
Rachelle Douglas
Emilee Esposito
Anthony Gauvin
Linda Heinonen

Julie Kantola
Mary Lou Moisio
Adam Lytle
Dane Malys
Michael Malys, Jr.
Timothy Moga
Madison Moore
Mildred Niinisto
Ken Pew

Brooklyne Phillips
Payton Poff
Scott Racut
Amelia Sanford
Grace Todaro
Allison Van Epps
Brandon Vidmar
Aiden Vidmar
Kenneth Woodring

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF MAY 31, 2019

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May

OFFERING
INCOME
$
15,232
$
20,881
$
17,081
$
16,220
$
14,161

YTD
INCOME
$ 15,232
$ 36,113
$ 53,194
$ 69,414
$ 83,610

TheBig

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

73.7%
87.3%
85.8%
83.4%
82.5%

EXPENSE
$ 26,125
$ 19,823
$ 19,992
$ 21,391
$ 18,530

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 26,125
$ 45,948
$ 65,940
$ 87,331
$ 105,861

$3,363
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.0%
92.3%
100.5%
105.6%
100.0%

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Anathema”
ATTENDANCE
5/26 119
6/2
123
6/9
110
6/16 132
6/23 119

A formal curse by a pope or a council of the Church, excommunicating
a person or denouncing a doctrine.
Origin:
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UPCOMING EVENTS

A reception to celebrate Nancy Guthrie's induction to the Ashtabula County Music Society Choral Hall of Fame
will be July 28, 2019, at 11:30 a.m. in the GSLC Fellowship Hall. Please join us as we celebrate Nancy's music
career here at GSLC as well as Ashtabula County!

The turkey box is back! You
can find it in the gathering
space and drop in your
spare change. Money
collected will be used for
Thanksgiving and Christmas
families.

Please continue to save your box
tops for Conneaut Schools. Watch
for them on grocery items you
purchase. You’ll find a collection
box in the gathering space.

Thank you!

A box has been placed in the gathering space to collect those small soaps, bottles of
shampoo & conditioner, and hand lotion that you will get from hotel rooms on your
summer vacation. Please save these items as they are a welcome addition to the
Human Resource Center.

The annual Rummage Sale is Friday & Saturday, August 2 & 3,
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Donations can be accepted after July 19 during regular office hours
or contact Suzanne Malys, 599-8308.
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Youth and Family News
Confirmation:
On June 16, we celebrated the Rite of
Confirmation for two GSLC young people. They
affirmed their baptismal promises after two
years of study about the Bible and Luther’s
Small Catechism.

VBS:
Our Vacation Bible School for grades preK-5 will be
July 15-19 from 9:00-11:30. The theme is “Who is My
Neighbor,” using a curriculum from the ELCA. We’ll
be learning about God’s love for our neighbors near
and far. The registration form is on the next page.

Summer Adventures:
As the weather gets warmer and school finishes for the year, many families travel to far away
places for vacations and family visits. Others have exciting experiences close to home. No
matter what we do or where we go, Jesus is always with us. One way to remember the
presence of Jesus with us is to color and cut out a paper Flat Jesus (on the previous page). Just
as the children's book Flat Stanley helps kids learn about geography by sending a paper figure
on adventure. Flat Jesus is similar. You can carry him with you wherever you go as a reminder
of God being with you all the time. It would be fun to see where Jesus has gone with Good
Shepherd people this summer. Take a picture of Flat Jesus as you travel--maybe a campground
or a park or a big event--and share the photo with us at church. We'll put pics on a bulletin
board and maybe have them on a screen in worship. Email them to me at
gslcfamily@gwcmail.net or post them on social media using the hashtag #gslcc.--Pastor Paul
Bailie
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Child’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name: ________________________________________________________________
Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip Code: ____________
Home Phone: ________________________________ Cell Phone: ______________________________
Home E-mail: _________________________________ Work Phone: ____________________________
Child’s Age: ____________ Child’s Birthdate: ____/_____/________ Last grade completed: _________
Home Congregation: __________________________________________________________________
In case of an emergency (when parent or guardian cannot be reached) please contact:
____________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to child: __________________________________________________________________
Please list any allergies or medical conditions:

Insurance carrier: _____________________________________________________________________
Policy number: _______________________________________________________________________
Person responsible for picking your child up after VBS each day:
Name and relationship: _____________________________________ Telephone: _________________
I give my child permission to participate in Vacation Bible School at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. I will
nothold Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, its staff, or the congregational volunteers responsible for accidents,
claims and damages arising from my child’s participation in program activities. I also give Good
ShepherdLutheran Church permission to use any photograph/video of me or my child, taken at VBS, in
futurepromotional materials for its sites and programs. My child shall comply with all the rules set forth by
GoodShepherd Lutheran Church or be removed from this event and sent home.
Signature of parent/guardian: ____________________________________ Date: ____/_____/______
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TGIF Service Week at Camp Luther
“Today God is First”

August 4th thru August 9th

Hosted by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
A week of service to our community by teens of our community
We will be painting, repairing, cleaning, mowing, clearing . . .
and of course, lots of fun in the process!!

Camp begins at 5:00 PM Sunday, August 4th
Camp ends at 3:00 PM Friday, August 9th
COST: $175 PRICE DECREASE
Teens must be going into 9th grade thru 12th grade
ADULTS NEEDED TO STAY AT CAMP,
WORK AT SERVICE PROJECTS, and PREPARE MEALS
For more information contact the church office at 440-599-8908
Michelle Logan at 440-265-8727
Required forms are available in the church office or website: http://www.gslcc.org/events/
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
Church Office: (440) 599-8908
E-Mail: goodshepherd@suite224.net
Web site: www.gslcc.org

June 12, 2019
This summer Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is excited to announce the launch of a
new service camp, titled “Today God Is First” (T.G.I.F). This Camp will be held on August
4th through August 9th at Camp Luther located on Lake Road in North Kingsville, Ohio.
Camp Luther sits on 66 wooded acres along the shores of Lake Erie, providing stunning
views with sensational sunsets. Teens and adults from the local community will gather
to complete service projects within our community. Projects could range from yard
work to painting to minor home repairs.
We are reaching out to the local businesses to request either a monetary donation or
food donation. The money will be used to purchase food that will be needed to feed
the volunteers and youth for the week. We will be supplying three meals plus snacks
and water to each person throughout the week.
Blessings of peace,

Rev. Patrick J. Van De Motter
The Rev. Patrick Van De Motter

Jasmine Steighner
Jasmine Steighner,
Service Week Youth Coordinator

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve
one another humbly in love. (Gal. 5:13)
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PICNIC AND PARKING
There will be a picnic before parking at 6 pm. Bring
dish to share, own drinks and table setting.
We are offering our parking lots again to people
attending the fireworks on Saturday, July 6. Parking
will start approximately at 7:30 p.m. Donations will
be accepted. If you can help, please contact Michelle
Logan at 265-8727 or see her at church.

Our next perch dinner is coming up on August 16 and we will need
volunteers. This will be an epic event with a milestone year! Watch
for more info in the next ECHO.

GSLC hosts BINGO at the Ashtabula County Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center the second Wednesday of every month
from 1:30-2:30 p.m. This wonderful ministry, currently funded
in memory of Sue Dewey, has a long history with GSLC. Our
volunteers call numbers, assist residents with their cards, and
share in the fellowship and fun. Sound like this volunteer
opportunity is for you? We can always use more help.
Volunteers are treated to a beautiful luncheon! For more
information or to volunteer, please contact Shirley Harco at
594-3873 or just show up! The facility is located at 5740 Dibble
Road in Kingsville.

An invitation is extended to anyone interested in playing in
the Praise Band at the 8:30 worship service.
Please contact Jim Fuller or a pastor.

Looking for the perfect venue for your special event? Consider renting Fellowship Hall!
Call the Church Office, (440) 599-8908, and speak with Stephanie to find out more.
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News & Updates
Committee News
Evangelism
Upcoming events throughout the summer include:
August 3rd: Sea Wolves Family and Faith Night. The Lake Erie Sea Wolves are sponsoring a faith and family
night at the ballfield on August 3. We are hoping to get a group of at least 10 to go. With a group of 10 or more
we can get tickets for $8.00 each, and we can go down on the field during the National Anthem. The night’s
game will also feature fireworks and games between the innings.
August 15th – 17th: D-Day Parking. Passes for parking in the church parking lots during the D-Day event will go
on sale sometime in Late July or early August. The cost will be $10.00 per pass. This year, as in the past, we are
asking those who purchase a pass to be in the parking lot by 11:00 a.m. on Saturday. If you know that you will
be later, we can arrange for you to park in the back parking lot between fellowship hall and the new addition.
August 25th: Church Picnic. We are discussing the possibility of having a church picnic on August 25th after the
10:15 service. This would also be rally day for Sunday School.
Serving Christ,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism
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CLASS OF 2019
CONGRATULATIONS TO
OUR GRADUATES!
SYDNEY CARPENTER
Graduate of Conneaut High School.
LEAH CHRISTINE GALLAGHER
Graduate of Edgewood High School and will be attending Wilmington College for Athletic Training.
Message from family: Leah, You have shown that you are a strong young woman with a true sense of
who you are and your goals for the future. Let your faith lead you and there is nothing you cannot
achieve.
BRIELLE HATHY
Graduate of Lakeside High School and will be attending Kent State University for Nursing.
Message from family: We are very proud of you Brielle. You have received the high honors diploma
and are a very hardworking student. We hope you continue this through college and wish you the best
of luck.
God Bless
Love you, Mom, Dad and Aiden
CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL JEWELL
Graduate of Edgewood High School and has enlisted in the Marine Corp. He will be leaving on July 15 th.
Message from family: Your adventure is just beginning. Stay true to yourself. Be kind and love. We are
very proud of the man you have become. Love you to the moon and back.
EMILY INA PEW
Graduate of Edgewood High School and will be attending Savannah College of Arts and Design
majoring in photography and advertising.
Message from family: We are so proud of you. Shoot for the stars!
ANNAMARIE ELIZABETH VENDETTI
Graduate of Edgewood High School and will be attending Lakeland Community College for Dental
Hygiene.
Message from family: Be strong and courageous do not be afraid or troubled the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9
13
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July 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
3
4

8

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
1:30 Service
at the Villa

14

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 Picnic
7:30
Fireworks
Parking

10

11

12

13

1:30 BINGO at
ACNRC

5:45 Finance

OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 3M’s
6:00 Committees

15

8:30 Service
10:15 Service

21

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
11:30
Reception for
Nancy Guthrie

16
17
18
VACATION BIBLESCHOOL 9:00-11:30 am
9:00 3M’s
12:30 Comm.
Svc. at Lake Pt.
1:30 Comm. Svc.
at The Villa
6:00 Council

22

8:30 Service
10:15Service

28

9

5

SATURDAY
6

Independence
Day
OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 3M’s

7

FRIDAY

29

23

24

9:00 3M’s

Red Cross
Blood Drive
1-6 pm

30

25

31

9:00 3M’s

15

19

20

OFFICE CLOSED

Echo Articles
Due

26

27

OFFICE CLOSED

Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
TIME
7/7/2019
8:30

ASSISTING
MINISTER
Shirley Harco

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

USHERS

Katrina Pavolino Dick & Diana Stoker

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

Bob & Joe Reed

John Chapin

Marilyn Hathy

John Thompson

Stacy Racut

David Nolan

Katrina Pavolino

Bob Hybert

Michelle Logan

Grace Patriarco

Suzanne Malys

Mark Lytle

Joanne Mechling

Mike Malys

Pearl Anne Curtis

Janelle Cole

Jennie Hutchinson

Amy Gallagher

Bernadette Nolan

Nickolas Mason

Natalie Huya

Dolores Pelow

Peggy & Shirley
Harco

Taylor Racut

EJ Hybert

Shirley Harco

Marilyn Hathy

Mark Lytle

Susan Lytle

John Chapin

Julie Kantola

Stacy Racut

Joanne Mechling

Craig & Natalie
Janelle Cole
Huya
7/14/2019
David & Bernadette
Mary Vidmar
John Chapin
Wes & Susan Combs
8:30
Nolan
Ruth Brown &
Richard & Pamela
10:15 Dianne Young
Susan Lytle
EJ Hybert
Herner
7/21/2019
Bud & Janet
Mike Malys
Julie Kantola
Dick & Diana Stoker
8:30
Maenpaa
Faye & Jerry
10:15
Ron Young
Paul Mechling
Amy & Jason Warren
Lampela
7/28/2019
Peggy & Shirley
Jasmine Steighner Mary Vidmar
Jennifer Best
8:30
Harco
Taylor & Stacy
Paul & Joanne
10:15 Dianne Young
Nickolas Mason
Racut
Mechling
8/4/2019
Richard & Julie
Shirley Harco
Betty Monday
Katrina Pavolino
8:30
Kantola
Ron & Dianne
10:15 Andy Chiodo
Taylor Racut
Ruth Brown
Young
8/11/2019
Wes & Susan
Bud & Janet
Mary Vidmar
Richard Kantola
8:30
Combs
Maenpaa
Craig & Natalie
10:15
Ron Young
Dianne Young
Al & Ellen Gee
Huya
8/18/2019
Amy Gallagher &
Dick & Dolores
Mike Malys
Kathy Mills
8:30
Katrina Pavolino
Pelow
Ruth Brown &
10:15 Dianne Young
Michelle Logan
Huya Family
EJ Hybert
8/25/2019
Mike & Suzanne
Peggy & Shirley
Jasmine Steighner Amy Gallagher
8:30
Malys
Harco
Faye & Jerry
10:15 Andy Chiodo
Mark Lytle
EJ Hybert
Lampela
10:15

Andy Chiodo

Mark Lytle

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

SECURE CHURCH

AUGUST ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Janelle Cole

JULY ALTAR GUILD: Susan Tan, Amanda Sanford, Ruth
Brown
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