Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ
We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others bysharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

SEPTEMBER 2019
From the words of the Gospel of John used on every Maundy Thursday, we are given a new
commandment:
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should
love one another.John 13:34
This is the basis of our faith and it was commanded by Jesus as he washes the feet of his disciples. We
are now in the midst of another (although I don’t really know why) controversial situation with our
church wide body declaring that we are a sanctuary denomination.
The word ‘sanctuary’ has become weaponized these days in order to draw a line to dig a trench that
separates our nation into us and them. Understand that the church, the whole Christian church, has
given sanctuary for 2 millennia. Is it any wonder that our holiest of places in our church buildings is
called a sanctuary? So, when I hear the word sanctuary, I immediately think of God in Jesus Christ
calling us to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Our presiding bishop Elizabeth Eaton has published talking points to help us in our yearning to
understand what a sanctuary denomination is. They are as follows:









In its simplest form, becoming a sanctuary denomination means that the ELCA is publicly
declaring that walking alongside immigrants and refugees is a matter of faith. The ELCA
Churchwide Assembly, the highest legislative authority of the ELCA, declared that when we
preach on Sunday that Jesus told us to welcome, we will use our hands and voices of Monday
to make sure it happens.
Being a sanctuary denomination does not call for any person, congregation or synod to
engage in any illegal actions.
We have a broken system regarding immigration, refugees, and asylum-seekers. To declare
ourselves a sanctuary church body is to say that we seek to provide concrete resources to assist
the most vulnerable who are feeling the sharp edges of this broken system.
Being a sanctuary denomination is about loving our neighbors. While we may have different
ideas about how to fix this broken system and may have different ways of loving our neighbors,
our call to love our neighbor is central to our faith.
Being a sanctuary denomination will look different in different contexts. It may mean
providing space for people to live; providing financial and legal support to those who are
working through the immigration system; or supporting other congregations and service













providers. We cannot mandate or direct our congregations and ministries to respond in specific
ways. Each must work out what this means for them in their context.
While we don’t yet know the full scope of the work that this declaration will open for the
church, we do know that our faith communities are already doing sanctuary work. Sanctuary
for a congregation may mean hosting English as a second Language (ESL) classes; marching as
people of faith against the detention of children and families; providing housing for a
community member facing deportation; or, in some of our congregations, having thoughtful
conversations about what our faith says about immigration. All of these are a step closer to
santuary in our faith communities and sanctuary in our world for people who must leave their
homes.
Except for our members whose ancentors were here before European settlement or others
who were forced to come to the U.S. against their will, the ELCA is an immigrant church. Our
decadeslong work with immigrants and refugees is how we proctice our faith in the world.
Lutherans started Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, one of the nine refugee
resettlement agencies in the U.S.
At our last churchwide assembly, we also committed to walking alongside Central American
children and families fleeing their communities by passing the AMMPARO (Accompanying
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunities) strategy.
Through the AMMPARO strategy, we are also working through our global partners in Central
America to alleviate the conditions that cause people to migrate. We support organizations
and faith communities that work with immigrants in Mexico. In the U.S., we have a network of
151 welcoming and sanctuary congregations that are committed to working on migration issues
and a welcome for immigrant communities. The church also has five santuary synods (our
regional structures),all of which do work with immigrants, refugees and asylum-seekers.
In baptism, we are brought into a convenantal relationship with Jesus Christ that commits us
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Following the example of Martin Luther, we
believe that advocacy is a crucial expression of baptismal identity. As a church, we have
advocated for stopping the detention of children and families for decades. We have spoken out
against family separation, sought a pathway to citizenship for community members who have
lived in the U.S. for many years, and have taken steps to address the root causes of migration in
a way that honors the humanity in people who must flee.
Being a sanctuary denomination means that we, as church together, want to be public and
vocal about this work. At the same time, we will have conversations about what santuary
means with many of our members and discern future action and direction. Welcoming people
is not a political issue for us, it is a matter of faith.

I know that this may not move us when we are in entrenched positions. It is used as a guide for
churches to try to figure out where they lie in a spectrum of missions that can be performed. Or, it
may mean we do nothing different in our body of Christ called Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Conneaut, Ohio.
May God bless you and keep you in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Rev. Patrick J. Van De Motter
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Good Shepherd Ministries
All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Fun Night
· Circus
· D-Day Parking
· Craft Fair
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Set up/tear down
for events
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Kindergarten to Adult
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Bible Study
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org

Contents

Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services

Section I – Monthly Features . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Section II – Upcoming Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Section III – Updates, News & Stories . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Section IV – Schedules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Lead Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
Rev. Paul Bailie, Family and Youth Minister
gslcfamily@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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September

Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiatea prayer on the prayer chain for someone CALL:
Nancy Sackett(440-593-3673)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

For Pastor
Bailie

For those who
labor and
serve

For all learning
centers

For the mercy,
compassion &
joy God has
filled us with

For the learning
of humility,
respect, and
hospitality

For our actions,
words & service
to bear witness
to God’s ways

For the
missions of
GSLC
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9

10

11

12

13

14

For “God’s
work, Our
hands” Sunday
volunteers

For peace,
stability &
opportunity
for the people
of Central
America

For God’s love
and assurance

For the safety
& protection
of first
responders

For courage to
invite others to
enjoy the
blessings of a
community of
faith

For those who
suffer with
poverty &
hunger

For Jesus’ lifegiving offering
on the cross
on this Holy
Cross Day

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

For the rich
cultural
diversity of our
Latino sisters
& brothers

For God’s
forgiveness
when we stray
from His ways

For guidance
by the wisdom
& enthusiasm
of the Holy
Spirit

For those who
have left our
congregation
to be
welcomed
back

For the care of
our precious
water resources
& access for
those who need
it

For the mercy
& grace
through Jesus
Christ that
transforms us
for service

For the unique
gifts we each
can offer as we
serve as
disciples or
evangelists

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

For faithful
service to
neighbors in
need

For ministry
candidates
who are
awaiting
assignments

For ELCA
missionaries in
Slovakia &
Russia

For God’s
grace &
confidence to
calm our every
fear & anxiety

For legislation
that defends
God’s creation
& promotes
peace, dignity
& justice

For God’s
forgiveness

For Bible study
leaders,
teachers &
volunteers

29

30

For the joy &
confidence of
the promise of
eternal life
through Jesus
Christ

For remembrance of the
promises
spoken at our
baptisms

If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please CALL
the church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.
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September Birthdays
Nancy Altman
Kelly Anthony
Cohen Bidwell
Bryce Douglas
Keith Douglas II
John Hutchison
Craig Huya
Natalie Huya
Aurelia Huya

Dysin Jerina
Richard Kantola
Karla Kirkbride
Susan Lytle
Tyler Moore
Tammy Owens
Madeline Owens
Aaron Reed
Robert Reed

Richard Stoker
Diana Stoker
Timothy Tallbacka
Martha Jayne Thompson
Rachel Van Epps
Kathleen Van Epps
Amy Van Epps
Lana Vargo
Annamarie Vendetti

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF JULY 31, 2019

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

OFFERING
INCOME
$
15,232
$
20,881
$
17,081
$
16,220
$
14,161
$
16,824
$
12,995

YTD
INCOME
$ 15,232
$ 36,113
$ 53,194
$ 69,414
$ 83,610
$100,199
$113,194
TheBig

$644

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

73.7%
87.3%
85.8%
83.4%
82.5%
80.8%
78.2%

EXPENSE
$ 26,125
$ 19,823
$ 19,992
$ 21,391
$ 18,530
$ 19,126
$ 24,085

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 26,125
$ 45,948
$ 65,940
$ 87,331
$ 105,861
$ 124,987
$ 149,072

%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.0%
92.3%
100.5%
105.6%
100.0%
100.2%
100.0%

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Pneumatology”
ATTENDANCE
7/28
95
8/4
120
8/11 126
8/18
66

The Holy Spirit. The term pneumatology comes from two Greek
words, namely, pneuma meaning “wind,” “breath,” or “spirit” (used
of the Holy Spirit) and logos meaning “word,” “matter,” or “thing.”
As it is used in Christian systematic theology, “pneumatology” refers
to the study of the biblical doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Generally this
includes such topics as the personality of the Spirit, the deity of the
Spirit, and the work of the Spirit throughout Scripture.
https://www.bible.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Last Outside Worship Service
The last 8:30 worship service held outside will be September 1. Also, this is the
last date for the Traditional Worship held at 10:15. The late service will return to
11:00 a.m. on September 8.

Quilting will begin on
Tuesday September 3
9:00 a.m.

Please come and enjoy a few
hours of Christian fellowship.
There are many jobs to be
done!

Choir Practice Begins
Wednesday, September 4
6:00 p.m.

BLOOD DRIVE
Order Your Nisua

Wednesday, September 25, 1 - 6 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
Contact Stephanie for more information
(440) 599-8908

The weather outside is chilly (or it will be) and the Nisua bakers are getting ready to
fire up the ovens, get the pots and pans moving, and the mixer turning.
Deadline for ordering the sweet, cardamom Nisua is Sunday, October 6th.Contact the
Church Office, Suzanne Malys, or Jerry Lampela. Pick up your Nisua on Saturday,
October 12th at noon.
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ONE STEP CENTER
The kids at One Step
need your help!!

Will you please consider making a dinner for 20 for the youth attending One Step? We meet Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays and serve a hot meal every meeting day at 4:45 PM. Our first session is Tuesday,
September 10th. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board next to the Ladies Restroom. If you have any
questions, please call Rae VanDeMotter at 216-633-6362.
Please note: We do not have a grant this year to pay for the food. Your donation will be greatly appreciated!!

The turkey box is back!
You can find it in the
gathering space and
drop in your spare
change. Money
collected will be used
for Thanksgiving and
Christmas families.

Please continue to save your box tops
for Conneaut Schools. Watch for them
on grocery items you purchase. You’ll
find a collection box in the gathering
space.

Thank you!
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A box has been placed in the gathering space to collect those small soaps, bottles of
shampoo & conditioner, and hand lotion that you got from hotel rooms on your
summer vacation. Please save these items as they are a welcome addition to the
Human Resource Center.

GSLC hosts BINGO at the Ashtabula County Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center the second Wednesday of every month from 1:30-2:30 p.m. This
wonderful ministry, currently funded in memory of Sue Dewey, has a long
history with GSLC. Our volunteers call numbers, assist residents with their
cards, and share in the fellowship and fun. Sound like this volunteer
opportunity is for you? We can always use more help. Volunteers are
treated to a beautiful luncheon! For more information or to volunteer,
please contact Shirley Harco at 594-3873 or just show up! The facility is
located at 5740 Dibble Road in Kingsville.

An invitation is extended to anyone interested in playing in the Praise Band at
the 8:30 worship service.
Please contact Jim Fuller or a pastor.

Looking for the perfect venue for your special
10 event? Consider renting Fellowship Hall!
Call the Church Office, (440) 599-8908, and speak with Stephanie to find out more.

News & Updates

A Big Thank You
I would like to thank everyone involved with my successful and beautiful 100th birthday celebration. I desire to
express thanks to everyone responsible for your time in the planning of the party, the great food, many
desserts and the lovely cake made by Sherri Walbridge. The corsage was a very touching thought as were the
many gifts and cards I received. I am grateful for the use of the fellowship hall and for Pastor’s blessing.
I want to express my sincere gratitude for making such a lovely day for me. This celebration will be in my heart
forever.
Bless you All,

Millie Hennessey
We would like to thank each and everyone who was involved in the beautiful
birthday celebration for our mother, Millie.
It was so kind of all who helped and attended the celebration. Thank you.
Love,

The Family of Millie Hennessey
Thank you to everyone at Good Shepherd
who donated cookies and their time to
help make the 2019
D-Day event a success.

A big thank you to all who helped with
and supported the Fish Dinner on
August 16. It was a huge success—sold
out in an hour and a half!
Social Ministry

D-Day Committee
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Committee News
Social Ministry
Friday, August 16th at about 8:30 p.m. GSLC closed the book on another fish dinner. It was an eventful
week for us to say the least! Murphy’s Law was alive and well. I am laughing as I write this because we
were a step behind all week. On Wednesday we found out that we would NOT be getting any perch.
We usually have a backup plan for everything we have to do, but not for “no fish.”We asked about
walleye, but that was a “no” also. So we got pollock. Actually it is a tasty fish, a little harder to fry;
very, very tender; and hard to keep from breaking apart while plating it. We ran out of fish by 6:00
p.m. We did have to turn some folks away. It was a successful dinner and by next July we will be
planning to do it again.
We want to thank every person who helped us out in any way. Without you people we could never do
it. There are so many things to do before the fish and potato salad is on the plate that our Social
Ministry team could never get it done alone. Thank you for all the hours of work, donations of time,
and food items. This year we had some new ladies in the kitchen to wash all the pots, pans and
miscellaneous things we had thrown everywhere. Thank you and thank you again.
Quilting will begin on Tuesday, September 3, at 9:00 a.m. Please come and enjoy a few hours of
Christian fellowship. There are many jobs to be done.
Please note that Bingo at the County home will be on Wednesday, September 25, due to a conflicting
event on our regular day this month.
We would like to do our fall Amish meal once again at the Shetler home. The date is Saturday, October
12, 1:00 p.m. There will be a sign–up sheet in the gathering space to see if there is enough interest.
We will be asking for $15 for the meal which includes: chicken, ham, stuffing, real mashed potatoes,
buttered noodles, corn, plate salad, homemade bread, assorted pies, and beverage.
God Bless you all,
The Social Ministry Team
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September 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

2

3

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
1:30 Service
at the Villa

Labor Day

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters

8

9

OFFICE CLOSED

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

15

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters

6

6:00 Choir

OFFICE CLOSED

11

12

5:45 Finance
6:30 Choir

6:00 Council

18

19

16

13

SATURDAY
7

14

OFFICE CLOSED

17

20

21

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters

23

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

12:30 Comm.
Svc. at Lake Pt.
1:30 Comm. Svc.
at The Villa

6:00 Choir

24

25

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters

1-6 Blood
Drive
1:30 BINGO at
ACNRC

OFFICE CLOSED
Echo Articles Due

26

6:00 Choir

29

FRIDAY

6:00
Committees

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

22

10

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
4
5

30

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

14

27
OFFICE CLOSED

28

Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
TIME
9/1/2019
8:30

ASSISTING
MINISTER
Mary Vidmar

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

USHERS

Katrina Pavolino Dick & Diana Stoker

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

Bob & Joe Reed

Tim Moga

Pearl Ann Curtis

Ron & Dianne
Janelle Cole
John Thompson
Young
9/8/2019
David & Bernadette
Jasmine Steighner
John Chapin
Wes & Susan Combs
David Nolan
8:30
Nolan
Ruth Brown
Richard & Pamela
11:00 Dianne Young
Susan Lytle
Rae Van De Motter
E.Jay Hybert
Herner
9/15/2019
Bud & Janet
Mike Malys
Julie Kantola
Dick & Diana Stoker
Grace Patriarco
8:30
Maenpaa
Jerry& Faye
11:00 Shirley Harco
Paul Mechling
Jason& Amy Warren
Mark Lytle
Lampela
9/22/2019
Katrina Pavolino
Mary Vidmar Jasmine Steighner
Jennifer Best
Mike Malys
8:30
Grace Patriarco
Taylor & Stacy
Paul & Joanne
11:00 Andy Chiodo
Nickolas Mason
Janelle Cole
Racut
Mechling
9/29/2019
Richard & Julie
Jasmine Steighner Betty Monday
Katrina Pavolino
Amy Gallagher
8:30
Kantola
Ruth Brown
11:00 Dianne Young
Taylor Racut
Huya Family
Nickolas Mason
EJ Hybert
10/6/2019
Bud & Janet
Mike Malys
Richard Kantola Wes & Susan Combs
Dolores Pelow
8:30
Maenpaa
Craig & Natalie
11:00
Ron Young
Dianne Young
Al & Ellen Gee
Rae Van De Motter
Huya
10/13/2019
David & Bernadette
Mary Vidmar
Kathy Mills
Dolores Pelow
Tim Moga
8:30
Nolan
Stacy & Taylor
11:00 Andy Chiodo
Michelle Logan
Hutchison Family
Mark Lytle
Racut
10/20/2019
Mike & Suzanne
Jasmine Steighner Amy Gallagher
Bob & Joe Reed
John Chapin
8:30
Malys
Jerry & Faye
11:00 Shirley Harco
Taylor Racut
Bob & E.Jay Hybert
Stacy Racut
Lampela
10/27/2019
Don & Sue
Vidmar/Steighner
Mike Malys
Grace Patriarco
Dave Nolan
8:30
Cummins
Family
Ron & Dianne
11:00 Dianne Young Rae Van De Motter
Van Norman Family
Shirley Harco
Young
10:15

Andy Chiodo

Nickolas Mason

SEPTEMBER ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam
Deemer, Betty Monday, Robin Bryant

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

Katrina Pavolino

Tim Montagano

Luke Patriarco

Michelle Logan

Thaddaeus & Aurelia
Huya

Taylor Racut

Suzanne Malys

Aiden Vidmar

Jennifer Best

Joanne Mechling

Natalie Wood
Aiden Hathy

Nickolas Mason

Marilyn Hathy
Pam Hunt

Sofi Thompson

Luke Patriarco

Jennie Hutchinson

JR Hutchison
Ben Owens

Michelle Logan

Bernadette Nolan

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

Pat Haas

Anna Mae Cameron
Emma Van Norman

Stacy Racut

Sue Chapin

Tim Montagano

Luke Patriarco

E.Jay Hybert

Amelia & Naomi
Sanford

Michelle Logan

Heidi Parkomaki

Aiden Vidmar

Jennifer Best

SECURE CHURCH

Stacy Racut

Susan Lytle

Thaddaeus & Aurelia
Nickolas Mason
Huya

Julie Kantola

Sofi Thompson

Luke Patriarco

Natalie Huya

Natalie Wood
Aiden Hathy

Stacy Racut

Mary Vidmar

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

Jennie Hutchison

Aiden Hathy
Ben Owens

Michelle Logan

OCTOBER ALTAR GUILD:Ruth Brown, Mary
Lou Moisio, Katrina Pavolino, Judy Barch
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