Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

DECEMBER 2019
Grace to you and peace from our gracious God in heaven and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
It has come to my attention that folks in this congregation are nervous that we as a church, the ELCA,
are going to make a wholesale change to all of our liturgies, prayers, and creeds to make them more
inclusive and to remove any gender pronouns contained therein. Such changes will make quite a
difference in the way we see and understand some of our most sacred texts such as our creed:
I believe in God our parent, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only child, our [Lord]
Indeed, even for me this would not be acceptable. It’s a good thing than the ELCA doesn’t force any of
these reading upon us. It will be up to the congregation as to what they will pursue in the way of gender
softening in our sacred texts. When I was growing up I learned that, if there is a mixture of men and
women being reference in a sentence, it was proper English to refer to the group gathered as men. Not
so anymore. It is more proper to read men and women or women and men. This acknowledges the
different sexes that were present for that occasion.
I, myself, have tried to refer to God as God and what belongs to God as God’s as opposed to he/him or
his. So, God loves his holy people would turn into So, God loves God’s holy people. It may be a bit
awkward, but it does remove the gender bias in referring to God as he or his or him. Try as I may it is
difficult sometimes to cover all the bases. However, I don’t try very hard to clean up all of these gender
neutralizations, because in the context of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church we find that gender neutral
speak is not nearly as important as worshipping and mission. Change the context to a college campus
ministry, especially at a women’s college, and it may be more important to keep this in mind.
For now, as we are looking forward to the celebration of the birth of our Lord, I nor our church will
attempt to gender neutralize anything in this story. Mary married or at least engaged to Joseph went to
Bethlehem where she bore a son with the help of the Holy Spirit. He is to be called Jesus (Yeshua) and
also the Son of God. At eight days his parent took him to be circumcised and he became a member of
that community; a male member of that community.
Let us not despair that our church is becoming something that is unrecognizable and unacceptable to us
since the congregation can enter into the kingdom of God at its own pace. Let us remember that this
season hold within itself a mystery so compelling and so exciting that it can never be imagined or even
hoped for. But, it DID happen.
Let us not spend any more time on rumors and innuendoes that come to us from conspiracy theories on
the internet. Let us spend time preparing for the coming of our Lord, the Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor Patrick J. Van De Motter

Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Fun Night
· D-Day Parking
· Craft Fair
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Set up/tear down
for events
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Kindergarten to
th
12 grade
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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December

Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone CALL:
Nancy Sackett (440-593-3673)

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

For this season
of anticipation,
remembrance
& celebration
of Jesus Christ

For our Advent
& Christmas
symbols,
traditions &
practices,
bothancient &
new

For generosity
& charitable
giving on this
Giving
Tuesday

That we put on
the light of
Jesus every day
& shine with
good
news&compass
ion

For hospitals in
East Jerusalem
to receive vital
funding to
continue
operation

For our youth,
as they inspire
others to respond to God’s
call to ministry
& service

For eternal life
in Jesus, as
represented in
the Advent
wreath’s circle
of branches

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

For clarity &
faith in our
lifelong
baptismal
journey

For commitment to
understanding
& ending
injustice &
racism

For God’s
vision of
compassion,
healing &
peace for all
people

For boldness &
persistence in
doing God’s
work together

For advocacy &
care for
refugees &
immigrants
everywhere

For grace &
hospitality
toward others,
without
judgment or
partiality

For the gifts,
service &
ministry of all
ELCA ordained
ministers

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

For Jesus, our
promised
Messiah,
savior,
teacher, life &
hope

For ELCA
missionaries
serving far
from home
this holiday
season

For warmth &
shelter for all
people during
cold & damp
weather

For the ELCA
Good Gifts
program

For those who
struggle with
loneliness,
isolation &
depression

For God to lift
up those
bowed down
& oppressed

For all those
who work &
serve on the
holidays

22

23

26

27

28

For strength &
inspiration to
share the story
of Jesus

24

25

For God’s love
for us as we
are

For God’s gift of
love & life,
manifested in
the birth of
Jesus Christ

For enthusiasm
in spreading the
good news of
Jesus through
everyday words
& actions

For those who
struggle to
meet the costs
of living

That the good
news, joy &
faith of the
holidays will
not diminish

29

30

31

For all those
who suffer
injustice &
persecution,
seeking safety
& acceptance

For students
participating in
servicelearning
experiences

For the Spirit
to instill in us
an unrushed
observance &
appreciation
of everything
around us

For the gift of
the one light,
Jesus,who
illuminates
God’s ways &
truth

If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please CALL the church office (440-5998908) so that a visit can be arranged.
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December Birthdays
Clarence Baugher
Laureen Bidwell
Harper Bolt
Jennifer Gallagher
Faye Lampela

Renee Montagano
Katrina Pavolino
George Peterson, Jr.
David Thompson

Janice Uveges
Stephanie Van Norman
Michael Vendetti, Sr.
Janiece Woodworth

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2019

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October

OFFERING
INCOME
$
15,232
$
20,881
$
17,081
$
16,220
$
14,161
$
16,824
$
12,995
$
13,599
$
16,677
$
14,494

YTD
INCOME
$ 15,232
$ 36,113
$ 53,194
$ 69,414
$ 83,610
$100,199
$113,194
$126,793
$143,470
$157,964

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
10/27 116
11/3
155
11/10 121
11/17 123

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

73.7%
87.3%
85.8%
83.4%
82.5%
80.8%
78.2%
76.7%
77.1%
76.4%

EXPENSE
$ 26,125
$ 19,823
$ 19,992
$ 21,391
$ 18,530
$ 19,126
$ 24,085
$ 17,813
$ 18,936
$ 16,729

YEAR TO
DATE
$ 26,125
$ 45,948
$ 65,940
$ 87,331
$ 105,861
$ 124,987
$ 149,072
$ 166,885
$ 185,821
$ 202,550

Churchy Wordthis month is:

1; (n.) a transformative change of heart;
a spiritual conversion
2; (v.) the act of reforming,
becoming new
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$3,565
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.0%
92.3%
100.5%
105.6%
100.0%
100.2%
100.0%
98.6%
98.8%
97.6%

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 1
Tired of those Thanksgiving leftovers yet? Good news—the
Evangelism Team is offering Soup to Go, available after each
service on Sunday, December 1! If you are willing to make a
soup to donate please contact Michelle Logan or Janice Boyle.

Order Your Nisua
The next Nisua bake will be December 14. Please place your order
with Suzanne Malys or Martha Jane Thompson after Sunday worship
services by December 7. The last day to place your order with the
office is Thursday, December 5. Order yours soon! We will not be
baking in January!

Christmas poinsettia plants are available at a cost of
$8.00 per plant. Payment along with this form may
be placed in the offering or mailed to the church
office.
We would ask that one name or one couple be
honored or memorialized for each plant ordered.
Thank you!
InMemory of___________________________________________________________________
In Honor of ______________________________________________________________________
Donor’s Name _____________________________________________Envelope No. ______
LAST DAY FOR ORDERING WILL BESUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019.
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Family Christmas Party
December 14, 2019

4 – 6p.m.

Come join us for an afternoon of food, games and fellowship!
Please bring a white elephant gift to share and a batch of your favorite cookies for the cookie exchange.
Also bring your singing voice as we will do some Christmas caroling.
Please sign up by December 8 so that we know how much will we need.

News Year Party at El Camp Lanes

Calling all 7th – 12th graders!

Ring in 2020 with your friends and tons of fun!
If you attend Sunday School on a regular basis, this event is FREE. For all others, the cost is $6.00. All of your
friends and your parents are welcome, too. The cost includes as many games that can be bowled by midnight,
shoes, party favors, pizza and soda.
Please sign up by December 8 so we can give a count for the reservation. Contact Michelle Logan with
questions.

Add your links to the blessing chain
Now through Christmas we will be making a blessing and thankful chain. Each
week we ask that you add to our paper chain any and all blessings you
received during the week and what you are thankful for. Paper slips will be
available in the gathering area on the kiosk. Let's wrap this chain around the
gathering space several times!
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ONE STEP CENTER
The kids at One Step
need your help!!

Will you please consider making a dinner for 20 for the youth
attending One Step? We meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays and serve a hot meal every meeting day at 4:45 PM. A
sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board next to the Ladies
Restroom. If you have any questions, please call Rae VanDeMotter
at 216-633-6362.
Please note: We do not have a grant this year to pay for the food.
Your donation will be greatly appreciated!!

Turkey Box is Empty!
Please look for the Turkey Box in the gathering space and drop in your spare
change and bills. Money collected is used for our Thanksgiving and Christmas
families.
Thank you!

Please continue to save your box tops for Conneaut Schools. Watch
for them on grocery items you purchase. You’ll find a collection box
in the gathering space.

Looking for the perfect venue for your special event? Consider renting Fellowship Hall!
Call the Church Office, (440) 599-8908, and speak with Stephanie to find out more.
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News & Updates
A big thank you to all who helped with this year’s Trunk or Treat event.
event It was a huge
success. The community loved it
it, and we looking forward to doing it again next year.
year So
mark your calendars
calendars!

Congregation Dinner 2019
Today (November 17) was a wonderful day for Social Ministry! If you missed the congregational dinner, you
missed one of the nicest and tastiest meals we have ever served. Duffy Guthrie makes the best spaghetti sauce
ever. Duffy, we can’t thank you enough for making the sauce and meatballs. People were leaving very full and
smiling. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Also, thanks to all who prepared the yummy desserts for us, all the
contestants in the garlic bread contest, and to all of the willing workers that stayed to help with clean-up.
clean

Enjoying the meal are, above, Laurie & Mike
Bidwell and Bob & Joe Reed.
Below, E.J. & Bob Hybert, Jennifer Best, Mary
Vidmar, and Margaret Douglas.

Congratulations to Stacy Racut, winner
of the garlic bread contest!
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Committee News
Evangelism
Upcoming event: January 26, 2020, 7th-12 graders will be going to an escape house in Erie. For those who
attend Sunday School regularly the cost is $6.00 (due to the cost of the event). For all others, the cost is $12.00.
This fee includes the escape room experience and refreshments afterwards. We would like to have at least 11
signed up, then we can race each other through the two rooms. Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin
board. The deadline to sign up is January 18.
Serving Christ,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism

Social Ministry
 The Cover Girls Quilting Group reports that they made 143 quilts for the year which runs from September








thru May. We shipped 96 quilts to Lutheran World Relief. Thanks to John and Sue Chapin for delivering
them. Our group is blessed by many donations of material. We made a trip to Holmes County and got great
deals on bolts of material to use for backing. We gave 15 quilts to Blanket Sunday and we will also supply
quilts to our Christmas families. Thanks to all who support this ministry.
Thrivent Members: Remember to call in for your choice dollars in January.
The turkey box is quite empty. Please drop in your change or bills to help our Christmas families.
Items collected from Blanket Sunday were packed and taken to the Human Resource Center.The following
were received: 15 quilts from the Cover Girls,14 blankets,6 throws, 1 lap robe,2 bedspreads, 3 baby afghans,
and 3 mattress pads.
This week the tree will be ready with ornaments listing items needed for Christmas families to all to take.
Then, our committee will be busy getting the donated items ready for distribution.
Beginning in 2020 we will be requesting a different item each month for the Food Pantry on Mission Sundays.
All of the items are things that cannot be purchased with food stamps. The list for the year is as follows:
January
Paper towels
May
Laundry detergent
September Toilet paper
February 2 bars of soap
June
Deodorant
October
Dish soap
March
Shampoo
July
Toothbrushes
November
Kleenex
April
Toothpaste
August Liquid hand soap
December
Laundry detergent
If everybody brings just one, we should have a nice amount to take to the food pantry.Thank you to all of the
faithful congregation members that donate to our cause. We are working on another thing that will make us
a little more visible in the community. As we move on with it you will kept in the loop.

God Bless you all,
The Social Ministry Team
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December 2019
SUNDAY
1

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service
1:30 Service
at the Villa

8

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service
Congregation
Meeting

15

MONDAY
2

9

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00Service
Packing
Christmas
gifts

29

No Sunday
School
10:00 Service

3

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters

10

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters
6:00
Committees

16

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

22

TUESDAY

17

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters
1:30 Comm. Svc.
at Lake Pt.
1:30 Comm. Svc.
at The Villa
6:00 Council

23

24

Christmas Eve

WEDNESDAY
4

12:00 Advent
Service
5:45 Choir
7:00 Advent
Late Service

11

12:00 Advent
Service
1:30 BINGO at
ACNRC
5:45 Choir
7:00 Advent
Late Service

18

12:00 Advent
Service
5:45 Choir
7:00 Advent
Late Service

25

OFFICE CLOSED
4:00 Family
Service
7:00
Candlelight
Service

30

31

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters
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THURSDAY
5

FRIDAY
6

SATURDAY
7

OFFICE CLOSED

12

13

14

5:45 Finance

OFFICE CLOSED

Nisua Bake

19

20

21

OFFICE CLOSED
Echo Articles Due

26

27

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED
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Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

Jasmine Steighner

11:00

USHERS

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

Heidi Parkomaki

David & Bernadette
Nolan

George & Nyla
Lindgren

John Chapin

Julie Kantola

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

Andy Chiodo

Mark Lytle

Ruth Brown
EJ Hybert

Shirley & Peggy
Harco

Nickolas Mason

Michelle Logan

Thaddaeus &
Aurelia Huya

Stacy Racut

12/8/2019
8:30

Mary Vidmar

Betty Monday

Bud & Janet
Maenpaa

Bob & Joe
Reed

Grace Patriarco

Suzanne Malys

Sofi Thompson

Luke Patriarco

11:00

Shirley Harco

Taylor Racut

Kimberly Chiodo
Stacy Racut

Jason & Amy
Warren

John Thompson

Jenny Hutchinson

Ben Owens
JR Hutchinson

Michelle Logan

12/15/2019
8:30

Mike Malys

Amy Gallagher

Richard & Julie
Kantola

Dick & Diana
Stoker

Rae Van De Motter

Heidi Parkomaki

Tim Montagano

Jennifer Best

11:00

Andy Chiodo

Paul Mechling

Craig & Natalie
Huya

EJ Hybert

Shirley Harco

Susan Lytle

Natalie Wood
Aurelia Huya

Taylor Racut

Jasmine Steighner

John Chapin

Grace Patriarco
Katrina Pavolino

Jennifer Best

Tim Moga

Sue Chapin

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

Shirley Harco

Susan Lytle

Taylor Racut
Nickolas Mason

Al & Ellen Gee

Stacy Racut

Peggy Harco

Thaddaeus Huya
Aiden Hathy

Michelle Logan

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

Children’s Service

7:00

Andy Chiodo

Kimberly Chiodo
Stacy Racut

Richard Kantola
Ruth Brown

Paul & Joanne
Mechling

Paul Mechling

Amelia & Naomi
Sanford

Michelle Logan

12/29/2019
10:00

Mary Vidmar

Mike & Suzanne
Malys

David & Bernadette
Nolan

Jason & Amy
Warren

John Thompson

Tim Montagano

Taylor Racut

12/1/2019
8:30

12/22/2019
8:30
11:00
12/24/2019
4:00

Michelle Logan

JANUARY ALTAR GUILD: Pearl Ann Curtis,
Phyllis Waid, Heidi Parkomaki, Peggy Harco,
Shirley Harco

DECEMBER ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown,
Stephanie Newsome, Ellen Gee, Tammy
Owens, E. J. Hybert (12/24,Christmas Eve)
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