Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

APRIL 2020
May the Peace of Christ fill your life and may the grace of God carry you through the changes we face
in our lives during this time of pandemic. It seems that our lives are on hold. All the normal activities
have been modified or cancelled. Our sense of vulnerability has been heightened and our relationships
have been reduced to those that are the most important, like family. Very little good news to be had.
Much less in our 401Ks to worry about. The price of gas is at a longtime low, below $2, and all it gets is
a ‘meh.’
I cannot visit my parents because they are locked down. I am not allowed to visit my congregation
members at the Villa or Lake Pointe. There is no more Bingo at the county home. The ladies aren’t
meeting to sew quilts. The men cancelled 3Ms. I have to learn how to use Facebook live for services.
Things just aren’t the same, except, of course, for the grace of God being free for all and a gift freely
given. This virus or any other pandemic cannot change that.
1 John 4
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Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born

of God and knows God.
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Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.

With this love from God we can share in the grace that God gives us daily. With this love from God we
can rest from a weary dangerous world in certain hope of being part of those gathered together as one
so that we might be the face of Christ for the world to see.
As I write this there is one case of the coronavirus in Ashtabula County. If you believe that you are
immune, I feel bad for you, because it will spread this way and become more prevalent. The entire
world is affected and we in this county should not think that it is something that can’t cross our
borders. It already has. There is, however, one thing that is more contagious and spreads faster than
this virus. It’s called love. Love can do this only if we allow it to continue to move like a wave across all
borders, languages, races (actually there is only one race), and peoples.
There is this book that I am reading. Actually, it’s a collection of books. It has books of history, poems,
songs, sayings, prose, letters of love, letters of compassion, letters of instruction and some really fun
ones that people don’t quite understand. Now might be a good time to crack its binding and discover
how much God loves us. (Spoiler: it’s a lot)
Blessings of peace in Christ’s name!

Pastor Patrick J. Van De Motter

Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information
ation about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschoolthru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
Office Staff
Stephanie Patriarco, Administrative Assistant
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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April

Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone CALL: Nancy Sackett (440-5933673).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please CALL the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

A prayer for any given day can be replaced with a
special one of your own so the congregation can
join you in praying for family, friends, groups or
organizations. Just submit to Kelly Anthony by the
ECHO deadline for the month:
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

For humor that
lifts our spirits
& provides us
an unexpected
way to reflect
on difficult
issues.

For protection
& healing amid
the COVID19
pandemic.

For the good
news & hope
in the lifegiving miracle
of Jesus’
resurrection.

For bishops,
volunteers
&staff who
serve in our
synods across
the country.
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6

7

8

9

10

11

For the Spirit
to be present
in the world
throughout
time &
changing
cultures.

For God’s love
& mercy
washing over
us & providing
us refuge.

For guidance
by the spirit,
manner &
example of
Jesus to be
humble &
gracious.

For the new
program,
Widening the
Welcome at
ELCA Outdoor
Ministries.

For all who
despair, suffer
or long for
liberation, love
& redemption.

That we will
see the cross
as a vivid
symbol &
reminder of
God’s amazing
love for us.

For the living
word of God in
Jesus Christ,
which bridges
every rift &
difference in
humankind.
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13

14

15

16

For our
church’s longstanding
commitment
to global
mission.

For all that is
good, lifegiving & hopeinspiring.

For the
volunteers of all
ages who are
vital to our
mission & work
in the world.

For God to help
us recognize &
focus on what
God considers
important,
good & true.

17

18

Halleluiah! He
is risen!

19

20

21

22

For the care &
stewardship of
God’s
wondrous
creation, our
Earth.

For God’s
grace & forgiveness when
questions &
doubts undermine our joy in
the good news
of Jesus Christ.

For those
gathering in
Indiana for the
“Living Breath
of God: How
Word Through
Music Forms
Us” seminar.

For wisdom,
appreciation &
respect for
nature & allGod
has entrusted
to our care &
use.

26

27

28

29

30

That we will
recognize the
presence of
Jesus in our
daily lives.

For the
witness &
work of
volunteers
serving in
Argentina &
Uruguay.

For God to stir
our generosity
for supporting
the ministries
& witness of
our congregations.

That we will
find words to
share our faith
in Jesus Christ
with the world.

For God’s help
to see & attend
to people who
are forgotten,
underserved or
ignored in our
congregations&
communities.
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For ELCA
missionaries
serving Slovak
Republic in
ministries.

For the 60
million
displaced
people in the
world.

23

24

25

For those
gathered for
the Northern
Texas-Northern
Louisiana Synod
Assembly.

For those
gathered for
the Alaska and
Minneapolis
Area Synod
Assemblies.

Give thanks
that God is our
ever-present
refuge, counsel,
comfort & joy.

April Birthdays
Gary Anderson
Greg Betteridge
Renee Cavanaugh
Hannah Farr
Al Gee
Pat Haas
Herb Hopkins
Jennifer Hutchison
Bob Hybert

Martha Lillie
Timothy Montagano
Luke Patriarco
Bou Pelton
Julia Pew
Tyler Pew
Tanner Poff
Jim Salo

Amanda Sanford
Carter Sanford
Sally Sillanpaa
Richard Tulino
Ethan Van Norman
Rick Vidmar
Evan Warren
Karen Yourchak

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF FEBRUARY 29, 2020

MONTH
January
February

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$

22,607
13,816

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
2/23
110
3/1
112
3/8
94
3/15
74
3/22
n/a
3/29
n/a

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

EXPENSE

$ 22,607
$ 36,423

140.0%
108.2%

$ 21,248
$ 14,981

YEAR TO
DATE
$
$

21,248
36,229

$ 14,676
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.4%
95.6%

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Absolution”

A series of words that, when spoken to a repentant sinner, result in that sinner’s
complete forgiveness—much to the chagrin of the self-righteous. So, here are
those words: “In Jesus’ name, I announce to you the forgiveness of all your sins.”
Adapted from: Jacobson, R.A., Editor, {Crazy Talk}: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms,
p. 3, Augsburg Books, (2008), Minneapolis.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Holy Week and Easter Services at GSLC
Good Friday
April 10

Easter Sunday
April 12

7 PM

We prayerfully remember the death of
Jesus.

8:30 and 11 AM

Christ is risen! We celebrate and rejoice in this
festive service. Contemporary worship at 8:30 and
traditional music at 11.

The following previously-advertised events and activities have been cancelled or postponed due to the current
health crisis:











Wednesday evening Lenten services are cancelled.
The RAM Clinic scheduled for April 4-5 at Ashtabula Towne Square has been cancelled.
The Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for April 4 has been cancelled.
The showing of "The Passion Live” on April 11 has been cancelled.
The Easter Breakfast on April 12 between services has been cancelled.
The Dinner Theater production of "Footprints in the Sand" on April 18 has been postponed with a date
to be determined.
All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled until further notice.
Quilting is cancelled until further notice.
3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
Choir practice to be determined week by week.
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Pre-order forms for the Youth Mission Fund Flower Sale will be available in the
office with the sale still planned for May 16 and 17.

Time to Apply for GSLC Higher Education Scholarship

Here we are in April which means that high school graduations are right around the corner. It also means that
many of those graduates will be entering a trade school or college and are exploring sources of financial aid. Did
you know that Good Shepherd does offer scholarships to qualified students? What are those qualifications?
Here is a short list of the key requirements.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The student must be a member of Good Shepherd.
There is a minimum of 50% worship attendance during the past two years.
The student must have earned a grade point average of 2.5 or higher in his/her high school years.
The school must be accredited.
A student is eligible for a maximum of two scholarships from Good Shepherd.
Scholarships are not available for masters or PhD programs unless the student is in a seminary program.

The dollar amount of the scholarship depends, in part, to the number of qualified applicants; however, most
recently it has been $1,000 to each student. Successful applicants must qualify and reapply for a second
scholarship.
Applications are available through the church office. The absolute filing deadline is Friday, May 22, 2020. All
applications must be mailed with a postmark no later than May 22 nd.
I certainly hope you can take advantage of this scholarship, but in order to do so you must act soon.
In His Service,
Mark Lytle
Endowment Committee Chairman

Nisua
The next Nisua bake will be May 9. Please place your order with Suzanne
Malys or Jerry Lampela after Sunday worship services by May 3. The last
day to place your order with the office is Thursday, April 30.
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Mission Sunday

April 12
The Food Pantry item for April is toothpaste.
Please place your donation in the baskets in the
sanctuary.
Thank you!

Please continue to save your box tops for Conneaut
Schools. Watch for them on grocery items you purchase.
You’ll find a collection box in the gathering space.

Turkey Box
Please look for the Turkey Box in the gathering space and drop in your spare
change and bills. Money collected year-round then used for our
Thanksgiving and Christmas families.
Thank you!

Donations are requested for a Feed Our Vets program offered the last
Saturday of each month. This site is visited by an average of 90-150 veterans
who stop in for a variety of items. They are in need of everything and are
VERY grateful. However, below is a list of suggested items to donate, which
can be placed in the barrel in the gathering space.
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, etc.
 hygiene items—soap, shampoo, deodorant, hand soap
 canned goods of any sort—soups, fruit, vegetables
 peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, condiments
 cake mixes, brownie mixes, frosting, jello, pudding &any pasta items
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News & Updates
A Message from the President
I want to give you an update on a couple of items that the church council is working on, namely the search for a
music director and the addition of air conditioning to the Fellowship Hall and/or the sanctuary.
The search for a music director is not as simple as placing an ad in the newspaper or other media. This position
requires a person with a high level of music professionalism and organizational skills who lives or will live in the
area. I met with the two people that I know who have the most insight into, 1) the needs of Good Shepherd
and, 2) who in this area may possess these qualities. Both Nancy Guthrie and Bobbi Boles are very well
connected to the musical talent in our area through their long music careers and their association with the
Ashtabula Choral Music Society and each of them understands what is required to be a successful church music
director. Unfortunately, Nancy and Bobbi each told me they do not know of anyone who is so qualified,
available, and willing to take on such a responsibility. That is not what we wanted to hear but neither was it
surprising. Yet I know that people come and go and that, just as Nancy Guthrie came to us when she accepted a
teaching position in Conneaut, our future music director may be coming under similar circumstances. I asked
Nancy and Bobbi to keep their eyes and ears open for such an opportunity. No one can say how long it will take
to bring a dynamic music director to Good Shepherd but the search is on.
In regard to installing air conditioning in Fellowship Hall and/or the sanctuary, I invited three reputable
companies to give us a quote; Burdick Plumbing and Heating, HAVE, Inc., and Ziegler Heating and Air
Conditioning. All three did a thorough inspection of our building and as of mid-March, two have submitted a
quote. The third quote is delayed because of the hospitalization of the owner. Fortunately we have plenty of
time before we need A/C so I don’t expect that to impact us adversely. Until we have all the bids we can’t make
a decision but I want you to know that it is a work in progress.
I welcome your comments and ideas. Please see me in church, call me at (440) 228-7912, or send a message to
my email at mdlfm2002@yahoo.com.
In His Service,
Mark Lytle
Council President
P.S.: So far one person has volunteered to help Janelle Cole and me with the flower beds. It would be great to
have at least a couple more for planting and/or mulching.
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Committee News
Evangelism
As of this writing, Spa Day planned for May 16 will still take place starting at 2:00pm. Tickets will go on sale soon
for the cost is $10.
The Flower Sale for the Youth Mission fund is also still planned for May 16 and 17. Pre-order forms will be
available in the office starting April 1.
Serving Christ,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism

Social Ministry
What do you write about when you are not exposed to your people? Social Ministries had been serving soup
and sandwiches to the folks that come out for our Wednesday evening services. That has been cancelled due to
the COVID19 pandemic, but even before that the services and soup and sandwich suppers were not well
attended. One of the topics mentioned at the congregational meeting when the surveys were discussed, and
one of the things we’re hearing, was that people from both services don’t know one another. We thought that
the Lenten Wednesday nights would be a great time to have some fellowship between these services. We are
not sure what we can do to promote this any further, so if you have some ideas please share them with us. We
are happy to listen. Your committee people are here to serve.
We are still collecting donations for the “Feed our Vets” program and doing our item of the month for the food
pantry. April’s item is toothpaste. See page 7 for more information regarding both of these opportunities to
help out.
We are still planning on the fish dinner for D-Day and already getting things in place for that. While it’s early,
please contact Pearl Ann Curtis, Sue Chapin or Julie Kantola if you can help. We always need helpers for the
prep work and the day of the dinner.
God’s Blessing to each of you
The Social Ministry Team
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Youth Mission
We know that it is very overwhelming at times to see the many fundraisers that are happening within our
church community. We want to explain the reason why there are so many. The youth of our church has
another wonderful opportunity to go to the tri-annual Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in June/July
2021. This is a wonderful opportunity for youth to connect with other youth in the ELCA and it provides them a
time and place to learn and grow their faith.
The reality is it costs money—about $1,500 for each youth we send. This fee covers the cost of airfare, hotel,
and food for 5 days. We are excited about the positive response from our youth and their parents. We will be
sending 10 youth plus 2 adults. We will need to raise $15,000 for them to go.
We would like to thank everyone for their past and continued support as we prepare to send our youth to
Minneapolis in 2021.
God’s peace,
Youth Mission Fundraising Team

Planning Ahead . . .

July 13-15

Departure at 6:00 a.m.
The Monroe Sirens are once again sponsoring a trip to Lancaster to see the new production of Queen Esther. We
will also be going back to see another presentation of Chalk Talk with Elva Hurst, and there will be back road
touring to new areas.
Four meals will be included: 2 breakfasts at the hotel, lunch at Shady Maples Smorgasbord, and Rachel King’s
home.
Cost per person:

Double—$355

Triple—$320

Our church will receive a portion of the profits.

Quad—$300

Call Shirley Harco for more details: 594-3873
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STUCK IN THE HOUSE?
DO YOUR SHOPPING ON
ON-LINE & HELP GSLC USING Amazon
mazonSmile!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church receives quarterly donations from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result
of AmazonSmile program activity each quarter, which goes into o
our General Fund.
Anyone who uses Amazon can sign up for Smile and have a donation go to the church based on purchases.
Supporters can donate items directly to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church by purchasing from Charity Lists,
Lists
too.
Here’s what we have received
ed over the past year:
May 2019
August 2019
November 2019
February 2020
Total

$ 7.58
$13.03
$15.90
$16.64
$53.15

If everyone who uses Amazon would designate Good Shepherd via Smile, who knows how much we could
get!

Not currently shopping Amazon via A
AmazonSmile?
mazonSmile? Here’s how to start:
What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices,
vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organizat
organization.
ion. You can choose from over one
million organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.comfrom
from the web browser on your computer or mobile
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start
your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe
Subscribe-and
and-Save purchases
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or
baby registry, and other account settings are also the ssame.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmilesmile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com,, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
re
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then
every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.comwill result in a donation.
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping &
handling, gift-wrapping
wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time
promotions that increase the donation amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional
donations to charitable organizations. Special ter
terms
ms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant
promotion for complete details.
How can I learn more about AmazonSmile?
Complete AmazonSmileprogram
program details are available at smile.amazon.com or phone the church office and speak
with Stephanie, (440) 599-8908.
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April 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

THURSDAY
2

FRIDAY
3

SATURDAY
4

OFFICE CLOSED

5 Palm
Sunday

6

7

13

26

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

11

7 pm Service

14

15

16

6:00 All
Committees

6:00 Choir1

5:45 Finance

20

21

22

23

Echo Articles Due

6:00 Council

6:00 Choir1

28

29

8:30 Service
No Sunday
School
11:00 Service

8:30 Service
9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Service

10 Good
Friday

OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday

19

9

6:00 Choir1

8:30 Service
11:00 Service

12 Easter

8

27

13

18

OFFICE CLOSED

24

25

OFFICE CLOSED

30

6:00 Choir1

17

1

Choir practice to be
determined week by week.
2
3M’s is cancelled until further
notice.
3
Quilting is cancelled until
further notice.

Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

USHERS

Dick & Diana
Stoker
Faye & Jerry
11:00
Andy Chiodo
Michelle Logan
Lampela
Bud & Janet
4/12/2020 Richard Tulino
Mary Vidmar
Maenpaa
8:30
Nickolas Mason
11:00 Shirley Harco
Mark Lytle
Taylor Racut
Kathy Mills
4/19/2020 Mary Vidmar
Heidi Parkomaki
Suzanne Malys
8:30
Cindy Nelson
11:00
Paul Mechling
E J Hybert
4/26/2020 Jasmine Steighner Susan McCarron Katrina Pavolino
Grace Patriarco
8:30
Faye & Jerry
11:00
Taylor Racut
Lampela
4/5/2020
8:30

Mike Malys

Kathy Mills

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

*

Tim Moga

*

Aiden Vidmar

Luke Patriarco

*

Janelle Cole

*

Amelia & Naomi
Sanford

Taylor Racut

*

Richard Tulino

*

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

*

Rae
Van De Motter

*

Aurelia &
Thaddaeus Huya

Michelle Logan

*

Grace Patriarco

*

Sofi Thompson

Luke Patriarco

*

Paul Mechling

*

Arianna Berry
Natalie Wood

Stacy Racut

*

Mary Vidmar

*

Aiden Hathy

Jennifer Best

*

Mark Lytle

*

JR Hutchison
Michelle Logan
Ethan Van Norman

*Currently there will be no greeters or hospitality during the month of April due to COVID19. Should circumstances change, updates will be provided.

APRIL ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Janelle
Cole, Katrina Pavolino, Judy Barch

MAY ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam Deemer,
Betty Monday, Robin Bryant

14

15

