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to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
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MAY 2020
Grace and peace be unto you in these strange, strange times.
I feel a bit stretched with all that has been going on. The services are not quite what I sign up for but we are
doing OK with them. There have been many technical glitches, but each week we are getting closer to a
cohesive service. With the limitations on how many people we can use at one time, we limit ourselves so that
there is safety as well as fellowship. This pandemic is certainly getting us to think outside the box, both for
worship and for how we relate to one another and to the community. I have learned to use streaming software
both recorded and live streaming. I have learned how to put said recording on our web site (www.gslcc.org)
which is less tricky than I presumed. (Now if I could live stream on our website... still thinking about that one.
Some of the technical issues with sound are being overcome by understanding both the software and the
hardware issues with and in this church.
Besides that… I am discovering new ways to interact with folks. I have (or should I say we because it’s Rae and
I) taken under my wing an elderly couple in the church to look after and look out for. I believe that every one of
us can do the same through this pandemic. Even though they are not the only ones in danger, the elderly are
the ones that can be affected the quickest and the results can be severe. It is true that this virus is
indiscriminate and that all are susceptible: young, old, middle aged. This virus also does not discriminate on the
amount of pigment in your skin. It has taken many lives in many countries, as we are all of one race; the human
race. Please get your information from more than one source and don’t let politics get in the way; which it has.
God loves us all and this virus is not an evil sent by the devil to infect only those that aren’t the best Christians in
the world (whatever that might be.) It was not sent to punish us for gays or atheists or same sex marriage. It is a
virulent virus that seems malicious except for the fact that it has no brain or emotions. It can only do what it
does: replicate. Our lives will be spared only if we have an immune system that is intact and, in the end, the
manufacture of a vaccine. Now, I know that I am in Ashtabula County and the anti-vax and conspiracy theorists
seem to be strong here, but I would remind people that polio wasn’t cured as much as it was made ineffective
by the use of a vaccine. The deadly small pox was made ineffective by a vaccine. Many childhood illnesses have
been eradicated because of vaccines.
There are a couple of things that we can do. We can allow people who have more expertise in these matter help
and guide us into understanding and we can pray. Pray for all those families affected by this virus. As you know
we have had one of our own church family take by this disease already: Dianne Young. My prediction is that she
will not be the last, but my hope is that she will be the only one. Pray for the experts and scientists that they
might understand this pestilence quickly and pray that, with God’s guidance, they will acquire a cure or at least
an effective vaccine.
Ephesians 6:18-20 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given
to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains.

Dear God, please help to keep us all safe in your love and grace.

Pastor Patrick J.Van De Motter

Good Shepherd Ministries
All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
Office Staff
Stephanie Patriarco, Administrative Assistant
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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May

Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone CALL: Nancy Sackett (440-5933673).
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

A prayer for any given day can be replaced with a special one of your own so the
congregation can join you in praying for family, friends, groups or organizations. Just
submit to Kelly Anthony by the ECHO deadline for the month: klanthony@gwcmail.net.

For Ron Young
& the family of
Dianne Young

For those who
have corona
virus

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

For doctors

For nurses

For medical
staff

For grocery
workers

For waste
management
personnel

For funeral
homes

For those
separated
from family

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

For police
officers

For firefighters

For EMS

For our city
manager

For church
workers

For those
without
resources

For soup
kitchens

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

For energy
service
workers

For social
services

For hardware
workers

For post office
& delivery
workers

For plumbers

For
electricians

For home
healthcare
workers

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

For teachers

For the
pregnant

For the
immunocompromised

For elderly

For school kids

For an end to
the pandemic

For those
working for a
cure

31
For a future
without illness

If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please CALL the church office
(440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.
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May Birthdays
Ruth Brown
James Bryant
Susan Combs
Marci Deemer
Don Dildine
Laura Gustafson
Nancy Guthrie
Linda Hall
Thaddaeus Huya

Richard Kantola
Janet Maenpaa
Joanne Mechling
Michael Nelson
Benjamin Owens
Grace Patriarco
Kay Peterson
Virginia Plosila

Kayden Poff
Naomi Sanford
Vina Sanford
Jenna Thompson
Anthony Todaro
David Uthe
Patrick Van De Motter
Ernest Waid

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF MARCH 31, 2020

$14,676
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST

MONTH
January
February
March

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$
$

22,607
13,816
14,413

The
ATTENDANCE
4/5
n/a
4/12
n/a
4/19
n/a
4/26
n/a

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

EXPENSE

$ 22,607
$ 36,423
$ 50,836

140.0%
108.2%
102.7%

$ 21,248
$ 14,981
$ 18,347

Big Churchy Word

YEAR TO
DATE
$
$
$

21,248
36,229
54,576

102.4%
95.6%
101.4%

this month is:

“Paschal”
Paschal means Easter. The paschal candle is actually the Easter candle. We are
currently in the paschal, or Easter, season in the church year which goes to
May 31, 2020.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Virtual Services Available Online
Live virtual services can be viewed Sundays, 10:00 a.m., at Pastors YouTube site
(Patrick Van De Motter). A link is also provided on the church Facebook page
each week.
If you missed worship services aired live the past few Sundays, you can now view
them online at your leisure. Videos are available on the church website,
www.gslcc.org; then click on the “Virtual Services” tab at the top of the page.

Sunday, May 17
Youth Sunday is May 17. If we are still unable to hold worship together in the
sanctuary, participating youth are invited to record their reading or other
assignment for a virtual service. Please contact Pastor or Janice Boyle to arrange
a recording time.

Last Chance to Apply for GSLC Higher Education Scholarship
Deadline is May 22, 2020
Time is running out to apply for the Good Shepherd Higher Education Scholarship. Applications are available
through the church office and must be mailed back to the office with a postmark no later than May 22. There
are certain eligibility requirements. Here is a short list of the key requirements.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The student must be a member of Good Shepherd.
There is a minimum of 50% worship attendance during the past two years.
The student must have earned a grade point average of 2.5 or higher in his/her high school years.
The school must be accredited.
A student is eligible for a maximum of two scholarships from Good Shepherd.
Scholarships are not available for masters or PhD programs unless the student is in a seminary program.

The dollar amount of the scholarship depends, in part; to the number of qualified applicants, however, most
recently it has been $1,000 to each student. Successful applicants must qualify and reapply for a second
scholarship.
I certainly hope you can take advantage of this scholarship, but in order to do so you must act soon.
In His Service,
Mark Lytle
Endowment Committee Chairman
(See p. 8 for complete information & forms)

Wednesday, May 27, 1 — 6 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
Contact Stephanie for more information
(440) 599-8908

BLOOD DRIVE
5

Mission Sunday
May 10
The Food Pantry item for May is laundry detergent. Please place your
donation on the altar.
Thank you!

Turkey Box
Please look for the Turkey Box in the gathering space and drop in
your spare change and bills. Money collected year-round then used
for our Thanksgiving and Christmas families.
Thank you!
Donations are requested for a Feed Our Vets program offered the last Saturday
of each month. This site is visited by an average of 90-150 veterans who stop in
for a variety of items. They are in need of everything and are VERY grateful.
However, below is a list of suggested items to donate, which can be placed in the
barrel in the gathering space.
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, etc.
 hygiene items—soap, shampoo, deodorant, hand soap
 canned goods of any sort—soups, fruit, vegetables
 peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, condiments
cake mixes, brownie mixes, frosting, jello, pudding & any pasta items

Please continue to save your box tops for Conneaut Schools.
Watch for them on grocery items you purchase. You’ll find a
collection box in the gathering space.
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News & Updates
A Message from the President
The tragedy of COVID-19 has spread throughout the world claiming, as of this writing, over 164,000 lives,
including 5 in Ashtabula County, and even one of our own, Dianne Young. Dianne was baptized, confirmed,
married, and raised her family in our church. She loved the Lord and that love radiated from her smile and her
compassion for everyone. Over the years she shared her faith by contributing her teaching and musical talents
with us. Dianne will be fondly remembered but greatly missed. Please continue to pray for her husband, Ron;
daughter, Bethany; and son, Chip and their families.
Our congregation has been greatly impacted by the virus with on-site worship services, Sunday School, and all
other activities cancelled for an indefinite time. Pastor Van De Motter has been thrust into creating an on-line
worship service to keep our ministry alive. I certainly hope that you have been participating in those services as
well as fulfilling your offerings to Good Shepherd. It is very important that you do that because, even though
some our expenses have been reduced, a significant amount continues. The office hours have been reduced but
Pastor is ministering full time, as always.
Earlier this year Shirley Harco resigned from church council for personal reasons. After careful consideration the
council voted to appoint Pearl Ann Curtis to fill Shirley’s remaining term. She is an excellent person to have on
council because she knows most, if not all, of our members and she has intimate knowledge of the various
church committees. Pearl Ann is greatly devoted to serving the ministry of Jesus Christ at Good Shepherd. I
thank her for stepping forward to assume this important responsibility.
Church council and the finance committee have been meeting via conference calls. One new development is
that we are in the process of applying for a loan under the provisions of the new Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES Act.) This is a new program passed by Congress. One of its provisions is the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) which provides small businesses and non-profits with the resources they
need to maintain their payroll, hire back employees who may have been laid off, and cover applicable overhead.
Churches are eligible non-profits. Our offerings have decreased and we need this money to pay for payroll and
utilities. Originally Congress funded it with $350 billion but that amount was exhausted by April 16. There is a
proposal to add another $250 billion to CARES but it has not yet been approved. We will submit our application
ASAP so that it will be in the pipeline when the spigot is turned back on. If we adhere to the terms of the PPP
then the loan is converted into a grant and does not need to be repaid.
In regard to the air conditioning of the Fellowship Hall and/or the sanctuary, we are still waiting for the third bid
to come from one of the companies we invited. The owner had a serious medical condition but will soon be
back to work. I was told the bid will be sent to us by April 24.
I certainly hope and pray that by my next council update to you in June the worst of the pandemic will have
passed and we can re-open the church for worship and all other activities.
In Service to our Lord,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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Committee News
Social Ministry
Another month is behind us and it seems that social distancing and COVID-19 has taken us over. I hope this finds
you all well and coping with the new normal. I have been trying to think of things that would be of interest to all
of you; there is not a lot of news to share. I was saddened to hear that one of our Social Ministry members was
taken by the virus. Dianne Young had been a team member for as long as I have. She will be missed by all of us.
Please keep her family in your prayers.
All of the things we usually do this time of year are on hold, and I hope we don’t spend the summer
quarantined. The nisua bakers will not be baking until fall unless the weather is unseasonably cool for summer.
Some of the ladies are cutting squares for quilting. If you want to help, please contact Shirley Harco. I spoke with
Shirley yesterday and she said Jack Dewey donated to the county home’s bingo. He is very generous and keeps
them afloat. Thanks a bundle, Jack, it is greatly appreciated. I am getting some things done but it seems that
whenever I start a job I need something that I don’t have to finish the job. So I am keeping a list; when I finally
put on my mask and venture out I will look for those items.
Pastor Van De Motter has been doing a great job with the virtual services. I hope you are all watching them. If
you miss the original you can go on You-Tube to his site and watch anytime. He also did a virtual funeral service
for Dianne Young. It was very nice. There will be a celebration of life for her at the church if we can ever go back
there. If you have prayer requests call Nancy Sackett. The prayer chain is on call; they do a wonderful job. I hope
to see you all soon. Stay safe, wear a mask, wash your hands and keep your social distance.
Keep our Country in your prayers,
Pearl Ann Curtis
Social Ministry Chair

The following previously-advertised events and activities have been cancelled or postponed due to the current
health crisis:
 Nisua baking scheduled for May 9 has been cancelled. Those who had pre-ordered have been contacted
to arrange for reimbursement.
 Spa Day scheduled for May 16 has been cancelled.
 The flower sale scheduled for May 16 and 17 has been cancelled.
 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled until further notice.
 Quilting is cancelled until further notice. Any of the women can come in and take material to work on in
their homes.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice cancelled until further notice.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship
Scholarship Eligibility Requirements
1. Applicant must be attending or planning to attend an accredited technical school, community college,
junior college, or a four-year college/university to be eligible to apply. Exceptions for graduate work will
be considered for applicants attending a Lutheran Seminary.
a. Must be a member or a child of a member for at least two years prior to scholarship application,
meeting criteria of membership for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut, Ohio.
b. High school applicants must have at least a 2.8 cumulative grade point average (GPA) for grades 912. Post-high school applicants must have a 2.8 cumulative GPA from a school of higher education
for at least a full scholastic year. If, at the time of application, the cumulative GPA is not available,
the scholarship award will be conditional to a satisfactory GPA report.
c. High school applicants must meet a worship attendance of at least 24 times per year in the 11th and
12th grades at Good Shepherd.
d. After 1st awarded scholarship, worship attendance at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and/or a
church near the school must be at least 24 times per year.
2. All applicants will be considered on an individual basis
3. No person shall receive more than two scholarships from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mission and
Education Endowment Scholarship. Exceptions will be made for individuals attending a Lutheran
Seminary. (A new application must be submitted for consideration each year.)
4. Applications must be postmarked by the 4th Friday of May (May 22, 2020). Applications will not be
accepted if they are hand carried. Prior recipients must also reapply each year.

Mail Documents to:
Endowment Committee
c/o Mr. Mark Lytle
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
5. The following documents Must Accompany the application and be dated for the current year:
a. Copy of transcripts
b. Three (3) letters of recommendation
One letter of recommendation from a Good Shepherd member
c. Letter of acceptance to higher learning institution or accredited school
d. Autobiography 1 page only
6. An applicant will be disqualified; if they are awarded a full scholarship to their applied school; if they do
not meet the membership status of Good Shepherd per the congregation’s constitution, and/or for false
statements made on the application.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship

Application Guidelines
1. For consideration of a scholarship award the application must be completed and eligibility requirements
met. (An incomplete application will result in automatic disqualification. This includes previous
recipients.)
2. The close of application will be the 4th Friday of May and scholarship dollars will be announced at a later
date
a. Each application will be rated on its own merit with no preferences shown toward male or female
applicants.
b. Each autobiographical page will be rated for the sincerity of the applicant. This page should include
information about you and your family, your interests, accomplishments and goals. (This is not to be
in resume format)
3. Applicants will be notified of the awarded scholarship after the 2nd Monday of June. If the required
cumulative GPA is not yet available, the scholarship award will be conditional to a satisfactory GPA
report. The committee will also inform applicant on the amount to be received.
4. Scholarships will be presented during worship on the 3rd Sunday of June at the 8:30 or 10:15 worship
service. The applicant or a family member must be present or forfeit the scholarship award. A check will
be written to the scholarship recipient and the school which applicant will attend.

If you have questions contact:

Mark Lytle
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship
Scholarship Application
The following application is for the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mission and Education Endowment
Scholarship. Applicants who meet the attached eligibility requirements are encouraged to apply for current
school year.
If you have questions contact:

Mark Lytle

Upon Completion, please mail to:
Endowment Committee
c/o Mr. Mark Lytle
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
Section A:
1. Name:

_____________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle Initial

2. Permanent address:

__________________________________________________________________
Street Address
City/State/Zip
County

3. Telephone number:

__________________________________________________________________
Day Time
Night Time
Cell phone
Which number is best to contact you? _____________________

4. Date of Birth: ________/____/__________
5. Are you a U. S. Citizen? ______yes _______no
6. Marital Status: ____________________________
7. Spouse’s name and occupation:

________________________________________________________

8. Do you have legal dependents that get more than half their support from you?

11

_____yes _____ no

Section B:
9. What education institution are you currently attending? _____________________________________
Name
___________________________________________________________________________________
Street address
City/State/Zip
County
10. What education institution do you plan to attend? __________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________________________________________________
Street address
City/State/Zip
County
11. What will be your enrollment status? ________Full-time _______Part-time
12. What will be your degree/certificate?

____________________________________________________

Course of Study? _____________________________________________________________________
13. When do you expect to complete your degree/certificate? _________________________
14. What will be your year in school? _____ Freshman ______Sophomore _____ Junior

_____ Senior
Section C:

______ Graduate Student (Seminary)

Actual Expenses
_____________ Per quarter ___________ Per semester
Tuition Fees
Books
Living Expenses
Other (specify)

$_________________
$_________________
$_________________
$_________________

Total Expenses

$_________________

I attest, to the best of my ability, that all information in this application is complete and accurate.

Applicants’ signature

Date

Scholarship Committee use only: This application was postmarked on _______________________ and the
application has been reviewed for Scholarship eligibility requirements by:
__________________________,

__________________________, _________________________,

__________________________,

__________________________,
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_________________________.

The next blood drive at GSLC is Wednesday, May 27, 1:00-6:00 p.m.
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May 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1

SATURDAY
2

OFFICE CLOSED

3

4

8:30 Service
11:00 Service

5

6

9:00 3M’s1
9:00 Quilters2

7

6:00 Choir3

11

18

8:30 Service
11:00 Service
Services
cancelled until
further notice.

8:30 Service**
10:15 Service

13

9:00 3M’s
9:00 Quilters2

Services
cancelled until
further notice.

24

12

14

15

16

1

8:30 Service
11:00 Service

17

9

OFFICE CLOSED

Services
cancelled until
further notice.

10

8

25

1:30 BINGO at
ACNRC*

6:00
Committees

6:00 Choir3

19

20

9:00 3M’s1
9:00 Quilters2
6:00 Council

Echo Articles Due

26

27

9:00 3M’s1
9:00 Quilters2

6:00 Choir3

OFFICE CLOSED

21

22

23

OFFICE CLOSED
3

6:00 Choir

28

29

30

OFFICE CLOSED

Services cancelled
until further
notice.

31
PENTECOST

1

3M’s is cancelled until further
notice.
2
Quilting is cancelled until
further notice.
3
Choir practice cancelled until
further notice.
*Cancelled until further notice.
**Outside services begin.

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
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Lord, we are your servants**. . .
DATE/
TIME

ASSISTING
MINISTER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

USHERS

Dick & Diana
Stoker
Faye & Jerry
11:00
Andy Chiodo
Michelle Logan
Lampela
Bud & Janet
5/10/2020 Richard Tulino
Mary Vidmar
Maenpaa
8:30
Nickolas Mason
11:00 Shirley Harco
Mark Lytle
Taylor Racut
Kathy Mills
5/17/2020 Mary Vidmar
Heidi Parkomaki
Suzanne Malys
8:30
Cindy Nelson
11:00
Andy Chiodo
Paul Mechling
E. J. Hybert
5/24/2020 Jasmine Steighner Susan McCarron Katrina Pavolino
Grace Patriarco
8:30
Faye & Jerry
11:00 Shirley Harco
Taylor Racut
Lampela
5/3/2020
8:30

Mike Malys

Kathy Mills

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

*

Tim Moga

*

Aiden Vidmar

Luke Patriarco

*

Janelle Cole

*

Amelia & Naomi
Sanford

Taylor Racut

*

Richard Tulino

*

Luke Patriarco

Jennifer Best

*

Rae Van De
Motter

*

Aurelia &
Thaddaeus Huya

Michelle Logan

*

Grace Patriarco

*

Sofi Thompson

Luke Patriarco

*

Paul Mechling

*

Arianna Berry
Natalie Wood

Stacy Racut

*

Mary Vidmar

*

Aiden Hathy

Jennifer Best

*

Mark Lytle

*

J.R. Hutchison
Michelle Logan
Ethan Van Norman

5/31/2020
8:30
11:00

*Currently there will be no greeters or hospitality during the month of May due to COVID19. Should circumstances change, updates will be provided.
**Services are canceled until further notice.

MAY ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam
Deemer, Betty Monday, Robin Bryant

JUNE ALTAR GUILD: Stephanie Van Norman,
Rosemarie Uthe, Connie Woodring, Ellen Gee
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