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A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

JUNE 2020
Grace to you and peace.
We have reached a point in this pandemic where people understand that it is not over yet,
but some people need to put food on their tables and some people have this itch to get to
a normal place. Well folks there will be no normal place. There will be no normal time.
There will be something that we will call a new normal. And, with the grace of God, we
will be able to arrive at a place where we can be comfortable again gathering to share the
feast of love with each other. That will take time to get to, but we, as children of God,
are determined not to let the world encroach too far upon our faith. Therefore; we have
made a plan about opening the church for in-person worship starting May 31: Pentecost
Sunday. Many people will not receive this copy of the ECHO before that date, but we
hope to have them emailed and on the website very soon.
My hope is that everyone is doing well with their shelter in place orders and with the
physical distancing. Annoying? Yes, maybe, but it is a good thing not to pass this virus
around. I have relatives who are in the medical profession and are working throughout
this time period. They are in the Cleveland Clinic system, so they have seen and been in
the presence of the virus and those infected by the virus. I pray for them often. I pray for
all of the at-risk members of this congregation. I pray for friends and family. And, at
times, I pray for my sanity: may it last a while longer.
I will leave you with my favorite verse for when we suffer, collectively or alone:
Romans 5:3-5 …but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4

and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
May you be blessed until your cup overflows with the blessing of peace in Christ’s name.

Pastor Patrick J. Van De Motter

Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group
oup of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran
theran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00
00 pm
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
Office Staff
Stephanie Patriarco, Administrative Assistant
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone CALL: Nancy Sackett
(440-593-3673).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please CALL the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

For the gift of
sunlight & the
light of God’s
love shining
through Jesus.

For the faith &
courage of
martyrs.

For our
congregation to
grow more
welcoming &
inclusive.

For those who
depend on
seasonal
employment.

For God to
send the Spirit
into our midst
& renew
humanity & all
creation.

For those who
may be
impacted in
this season of
storms &
flooding.

7

8

9

10

11

For God to
comfort those
grieving the
loss of loved
ones from
COVID-19.

For church
leaders
making new
plans to keep
all safe.

With humility &
joy, give thanks
& praise to
God!

For God’s
wisdom &
guidance as we
spread the
gospel.

12

13

That we will
hear &
respond to
God’s call to
be disciples in
the world.

14

15

16

17

For disciples
carrying on the
difficult work
of Jesus.

For
opportunities
to enjoy
nature.

For advocates
of those
whose needs
& concerns
are often
marginalized.

21

22

For comfort &
courage
knowing that
God abides
with us.

For our global
companions.

28

29

30

For others to
see the Spirit
dwelling within
us.

For doctors,
researchers &
scientists
committed to
preventing &
eliminating
disease.

For God’s
forgiveness
when we are
weak or
doubtful.

For the gift of
everything
God has made.

For leaders &
staff of
outdoor
ministries in
the absence of
summer camp.

18

19

20

For God’s grace
that restores
our relationship
with Him.

For Lutheran
Services in
America, the
network of
social ministry
organizations.

For the
blessings of
God’s
enduring love
& faithfulness.

For our
musicians.

23

24

25

26

27

For patience,
comfort &
courage.

For whoever
introduced you
to Jesus.

Give thanks for
the creeds &
confessions
that help us
proclaim &
affirm our faith.

For God’s help
to walk in the
newness of life
& freedom
from sin.

For churchwide staff as
they draft
social
messages.

A prayer for any given day on this calendar can be replaced
with a special one of your own so the congregation can join you
in praying for family, friends, groups or organizations. Just
submit to Kelly Anthony by the ECHO deadline for the month:
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

3

Sally Ann Sillanpaa

April 19, 1941 - May 8, 2020
Sally Ann (Baker)Sillanpaa, 79, passed away peacefully on May 8, 2020. She was born on April 19, 1941
to the late Thomas and Dorothy (Trask) Baker. Sally married her husband, Robert (Hoopy) Sillanpaa in
1958.
She worked several jobs over the years, but really enjoyed owning and operating her Wet Pets tropical
fish store through the 70's and 80's. Her favorite pastime was to spend time sailing and fishing with the
family.
Sally was preceded in death by her parents, husband, brother Bob and sons Jeff and James. She is
survived by son Bobby and his wife Donna of Westerville, OH; son David and his wife Lori of Perry, OH;
and, daughter Kelly Anderson and her husband Taylor of Round Rock, TX, and will be missed by all her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be
made to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in her name, gslcc.org.

Dianne Lyn Young

February 4, 1947 – April 9, 2020
Dianne Lyn (Manniko) Young, 73, passed away Thursday, April 9, 2020 at Bayfront Seven Rivers
Hospital in Crystal River, Florida. She was born February 4, 1947, in Conneaut, Ohio, the daughter of
the late Robert "Tim" and Ruth Manniko.
She attended Conneaut High School and graduated in 1965. She earned her bachelor's degree at
Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio, and obtained her master's degree from Edinboro University
in Edinboro, Pennsylvania. During her college years she spent her summers working in Maine and also
served as a bank teller, but spent most of her career as a teacher.
She married Ronald Young at Bethany Lutheran Church in Ashtabula, Ohio, on April 3, 1971. Growing
up on Lake Erie, Dianne and her sisters and brother enjoyed ice skating in the winter and going to the
beach in the summer. In high school she was a majorette and was active in band, playing the clarinet
and oboe. When she went to Wittenberg, she joined Kappa Delta sorority and developed lifelong
friendships with her sorority sisters, meeting up for milestone birthdays beginning in 1997.
Her two children were always her priority and she spent lots of time shuttling them to activities—from
piano lessons to travel baseball, where she enjoyed being the scorekeeper for many years. A true
sports lover, Dianne was an avid Ohio State Buckeyes, Cleveland Indians, and Cleveland Browns fan—
hardly ever missing a game on TV and attending several in person with her family. She loved reading,
knitting, bird-watching, gardening, playing piano, and meteorology. She also enjoyed computer games
and playing cards – teaching her grandson Kian how to play poker during their last visit together.
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She enjoyed carrying on the family tradition of baking her delicious nisua bread each holiday season teaching her granddaughter, Finley, the secret family recipe for Finley's first Christmas. She also loved
animals, taking care of many pets over the years.
Dianne and her husband Ron were RV enthusiasts. True snowbirds, for the past several years, they
spent six months out of every year at their favorite RV resort in Crystal River, Florida. While there,
Dianne loved playing bingo, Texas Hold'em, mahjong, and visiting with her friends.
Most importantly, Dianne was a woman of strong faith. She was an active member of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Conneaut, Ohio, serving as a pastoral assistant, singing in the choir, serving in the
bells ensemble, and participating in the quilting club. She and Ron were also active in Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Crystal River, Florida during their months down south, where they both sang in the
choir.
Dianne is survived by her husband, Ron; her children, Bethany (Joe) Hardy and Chip (Megan) Young;
her two grandchildren, Kian Hardy and Finley Young; her sisters, Cheryl (Mick) Poff, Debra (Phil)
Gruzosky, and Karen (Harlan) Smith; her brother, Kevin Manniko; her sister-in-law, Judy Young; and
several nieces, nephews, grand-nieces, and grand-nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents.
Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, the April 16, 2020, memorial service may be viewed at the
following link, https://youtu.be/mbV6Dqu0YlE (copy and paste link in web browser). At a later date,
when everyone can gather safely, a Celebration of Life gathering will be held at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Conneaut, Ohio.
Memorial contributions in Dianne's name may be sent by mail to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 876
Grove Street, Conneaut, Ohio, 44030. Alternately, online contributions may be made in Dianne's name
to the American Nurses Association's Coronavirus Relief Fund. To make an online donation,go to
givetonursing.networkforgood.com.
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JuneBirthdays
Pauline Arbuckle
Jennifer Best
Janice Boyle
Robin Bryant
Kimberly Chiodo
Tom Farr
Katelyn Fuller
Marlin Haas
Shirley Harco

Margaret Harco
Mackenzie Harco
Mildred Hennessey
Daniel Huya
Vicki Jackson
Nyla Lindgren
Steven Logan
Mark Lytle

Ron Maenpaa
Betty Monday
Bernadette Nolan
Mary Ann Pollock
Ruth Raines
Rosemarie Uthe
Jason Warren
Amanda Wright

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF APRIL 30, 2020
OFFERING
INCOME

MONTH
January
February
March
April

$
$
$
$

22,607
13,816
14,413
10,974

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
(in YouTube Views)
5/3
5/10
5/17
5/24

47
42
21
30

YTD
INCOME
$
$
$
$

22,607
36,423
50,836
61,810

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

140.0%
108.2%
102.7%
92.2%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$

21,248
14,981
18,347
13,479

$
$
$
$

21,248
36,229
54,576
68,055

$7,621
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.4%
95.6%
101.4%
98.4%

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Pentecost”

The Christian day of Pentecost, which is celebrated fifty days after Easter Sunday,
commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other
followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of
Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles. This year, the Time after Pentecost
is May 31 – November 25, 2020.
Wikipedia
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UPCOMING EVENTS
The youth who are attending the Youth Gathering next year will be
holding a car wash at Burdick’s Plumbing,, 228 Harbor Street, on
o June 27,
9a.m. – 4 p.m.
Come on by to support the youth and get your car cleaned!

Sanitation Help Needed
We are in need of volunteers to sanitize the sanctuary and common
spaces after each service. If you are able to help with this important task,
please contact Pastor Van De Motter or Michelle Logan.

Donations are requested for a Feed Our Vets program offered the last Saturday
of each month. This site is visited by an average o
of 90-150
150 veterans who stop in
for a variety of items. They are in need of everything and are VERY grateful.
However, below is a list of suggested items to donate, which can be placed in
the barrel in the gathering space.
 paper products—toilet paper, paperr towels, Kleenex, etc.
 hygiene items—soap,
soap, shampoo, deodorant, hand soap
 canned goods of any sort—soups,
soups, fruit, vegetables
 peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, condiments
cake mixes, brownie mixes, frosting, jello, pudding & any pasta items

Mission Sunday
June 14

The Food Pantry item for May is deod
deodorant.
donation on the altar.

Please place your
Thank you!
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News & Updates
A Message from the President
CARES Act
Last month I reported that we would apply for a loan through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act) under the terms of the Paycheck Protection Program. The funds in the first phase of
CARES were exhausted before we could apply. However, Congress did provide a second round of funding and
we did receive a $26K loan for the purpose of maintaining full compensation to our employees. If we use at
least 75% of the funds for payroll and the other 25% for operating expenses such as utilities, then the loan will
become a grant and will not be required to be repaid. We fully expect we can comply with those provisions.
Much thanks goes to our treasurer, Stacy Racut, for quickly completing and submitting the application.
Additional thanks goes to Barry Sharp of Conneaut Savings Bank for assisting us in the loan process. The
application was incredibly smooth and fast, especially considering that government programs are often mired in
bureaucratic red tape.
Air Conditioning
Council finally received bids from three area contractors—Burdick Plumbing and Heating, HAVE Inc., and Ziegler
Heating Co.—to install A/C in the building. We requested the bids to be separate for the sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall & kitchen. After careful consideration, council voted to select Burdick to install a ductless A/C
system in Fellowship Hall and the kitchen at a cost of $22,820. Council decided not to put A/C in the sanctuary
at this time because of the high expense. Also, council judged it more important to put A/C in Fellowship Hall.
The entire cost will be paid from proceeds of the Capital Improvement Endowment Fund. Even so, the $22,820
exceeds council’s spending authority so the final vote must go to the congregation. We will not hold a
congregational meeting in the church building due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Instead we will mail a ballot
along with a detailed letter about the A/C system to each household with a return envelope. Please read it
carefully, call Pastor Van De Motter or a council person with your questions, and vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ on the ballot
and return it to the church office.
Re-opening the church building
COVID 19 has had a huge impact on our daily lives. At Good Shepherd we cancelled worship services, Sunday
School classes, meetings, and activities of various kinds. Federal, state, and local leaders, as well as the ELCA,
have given us directives and recommendations to help curb the spread of this potentially deadly virus. Progress
has been made and we are now seeing some of these restrictions modified to allow us to begin returning to a
more normal lifestyle. Before I engaged the council in a discussion about re-opening I spoke with 2 key persons,
Bobbi Boles and Jim Fuller, for without them the worship services would be severely weakened. Each of them
did not hesitate for a moment before answering “yes” they are ready to resume their services. At our May 19 th
council meeting we debated re-opening our building under several strict procedures. The vote was not
unanimous but council agreed to offer the option to our members and guests to come to the House of God for a
modified worship service. Virtual services will continue to be available in the form of live streaming or viewing
of recorded services. Here are many of the key restrictions.




Entrance doors to the narthex and sanctuary will be propped open to avoid touching.
Temporal thermometers will take everyone’s temperature.
A person with a temperature at 100.4F or higher will not be permitted to enter.
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Facial masks will be required at all times.
Hand sanitizer will be provided immediately inside the narthex and must be used.
Every other pew will be roped-off to provide a 6’ minimum distancing.
A maximum of 3 persons per pew, except for families, marked for safe distancing.
The liturgy will be spoken, not sung.
Hymns/music will be by Pastor, Jim Fuller, Bobbi Boles, guests, or prerecorded.
No hand-to-hand communion.
Individually sealed communion juice and wafer will be available as you exit.
No children’s sermon.
No passing of the offering plate. Offering plates will be at the sanctuary door.
People who cough or sneeze must leave.
No hospitality.
Outdoor seating will be spaced at least 6’ apart.

I want to emphasize that your participation in these services is voluntary. Only you can decide when you are
ready to come back inside Good Shepherd. People who don’t feel healthy that particular day or who have
health conditions that place them at high risk should not attend. We are trying to provide a responsible way for
in-person worship services to resume. As of this writing we haven’t set a start date for this but it could be May
31st or June 7th. More information will be forthcoming. Please contact Pastor, me, or other council persons with
your thoughts. The best number to reach me is 228-7912.
Peace be with you,
Mark Lytle
Council President

Committee News
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I want to send out a huge thank you to all those that sent letters, cards and prayers. All went well.
Prayers were answered. It feels so great to be part of such a wonderful family here at Good Shepherd.
Many blessings to all,

Michelle Logan

Thank you, Bob Hybert!
What are the personal traits you most admire in a person? My list includes honesty, a strong work
ethic, faithfulness, integrity, perseverance, dedication, high-level of skills, knowledge, friendliness,
motivator, teacher, long-term vision, resourcefulness, and the ability to work well with a wide range of
people. That is quite a list and I probably left out a number of important others. It is also a list of traits
that is hard to live up to. Difficult, yes, unless you are Bob Hybert. Bob has served as the treasurer of
Good Shepherd for nearly 30 years and he has embodied all of those qualities with nary a complaint or
cross word. Keep in mind that he has been a volunteer all those years; he never received any
compensation other than the satisfaction of a job well done.
Now, at age 87, Bob has decided step down from that position. He is able to do that because he had
the foresight to bring Stacy Racut on board and to teach her how to pay bills, make payroll, assist in the
accounting process, comply with federal, state, and local income tax reporting, issue W-2 statements
to our employees, prepare monthly and annual treasurer’s report, and to assist council in the budget
process. Bob can comfortably “retire” knowing that he has left this crucial task in very capable hands.
I encourage you to thank Bob (and his wife, Jeannie) for all the tremendous work he has performed for
you and me. Give him a call, send a thank you note, or thank him in person next time you see him.
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”
Matthew 25:23
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June 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2

9:00 3M’s

WEDNESDAY
3

THURSDAY
4

FRIDAY
5

SATURDAY
6

OFFICE CLOSED

7

8:30 Service
10:15 Service

14

8:30 Service
10:15 Service

21

8:30 Service
10:15 Service

28

8:30 Service
10:15 Service

8

9

9:00 3M’s
6:00
Committees

15

16

9:00 3M’s

10
1:30 BINGO at
ACNRC

17

11

12

5: 45 Finance
Meeting

OFFICE CLOSED

18

19

20

OFFICE CLOSED

Echo Articles Due

26

27
9-4 Youth
Car Wash at
Burdick’s
Plumbing

6:00 Council

22

23

9:00 3M’s

24

25

OFFICE CLOSED

29

30

9:00 3M’s

11

13

Lord, we are your servants . . .

(Currently only readers are being scheduled.)
DATE/
TIME
6/7/2020
8:30
11:00
6/14/2020
8:30
11:00
6/21/2020
8:30
11:00
6/28/2020
8:30
11:00

ASSISTING
MINISTER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

USHERS

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

Jasmine Steighner
Nickolas Mason
John Chapin
Stacy Racut
Tim Moga
Mark Lytle
Richard Tulino
Paul Mechling

JUNE ALTAR GUILD: Stephanie Van Norman,
Rosemarie Uthe, Connie Woodring, Ellen Gee

JULY ALTAR GUILD: Susan Tan, Amanda
Sanford, Ruth Brown, Susan Combs
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PROJECTION
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