Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others bysharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

AUGUST 2020
To the Council and Congregation of Good Shepherd,
Grace and peace to you from Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
This letter is to let you know that I have decided to retire at this time from my position as pastor of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut. The effective date is October 1, 2020.
This has been a very difficult decision. I love and respect this congregation and all that you do for this
community. I will miss the smell of cardamom when it is time to bake nisua again. I will miss the ladies
who come so faithfully to quilting. I will miss the 3M’s as they work at the church with their donuts
and coffee. I will miss the joy and hope.
As I reflect on my call papers, I note that I was to keep the congregation focused on mission. Mission
means that we are sent out into the world to preach the gospel in word and deed. The service weeks
for the youth at JOSHUA in Steubenville, Camp Fredrick, and TGIF at Camp Luther along with other
mission projects have kept our efforts directed toward serving others. I am hopeful that mission will
remain an important part of the DNA of this congregation. Do indeed keep that focus outward and not
inward.
With this pandemic and the limitations that it places on communities of faith in the world, my spirit has
been suffering and it begins to take a toll on my health and happiness. I am not able to make the visits
to our homebound and those who live at the Villa, Lake Pointe, and the county home. This grieves me
and I feel helpless at times. My plans were to retire in July 2021, but we have moved up that date and
are hopeful that the changes we make in our lives will be positive ones.
May God bless you all and keep you in the joy of our Savior.
The Reverend Patrick J. Van De Motter
The Reverend Patrick J. Van De Motter

Good She
Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meett every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschoolthru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11:00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Patrick Van De Motter, Pastor
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
Office Staff
Stephanie Patriarco, Administrative Assistant
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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August

Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone CALL: Nancy Sackett (440-5933673).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please CALL the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

A prayer for any given day on this calendar can be replaced with a special one of your own so the
congregation can join you in praying for family, friends, groups or organizations. Just submit to Kelly
Anthony by the ECHO deadline for the month: klanthony@gwcmail.net.

2For

3For artists &

4For courage

5For the Young

6For boldness

inspiration
from Jesus’
example to be
compassionate
& generous.

craftspeople.

to wrestle
with God &
God’s Word to
deepen our
trust in Him.

9For

10For our

11For the

protection,
comfort &
renewal of
faith in these
difficult, uncertain times.
16For
forgiveness &
God’s mercy
when we
dishonor God
in any way.

leaders—paid
& volunteer.

ability to hear
God’s voice
amid the noise
& competing
voices in the
world.
18For unrestrained love
& compassion
for people in
need or
oppressed.

Adults in Global
Mission volunteers, who have
been sidelined
due to the
pandemic.
12For God’s
help in
proclaiming the
good news of
Jesus Christ &
salvation.

to share who
God is, what He
has done in the
world for the
sake of all
people.
13For nurses
who care for
our needs in all
diverse
settings.

19For creative

20Praise God

teachers &
school staff as
they adapt to
the changing
dynamics of the
pandemic.
26For our
global
companions &
all nations
fighting the
pandemic.

for His grace &
blessings!

23For inspiration& clarity
when we
address
questions
about our
faith.
30That the
living word of
Jesus guides
our baptismal
journeys.

17For God’s
presence,
comfort, hope
& healing of
those affected
by Cyclone
Amphan.
24For
students to
adjust quickly
to new ways
of learning &
interacting
safely.
31For synod
leaders &
committees as
they plan to
reschedule
assemblies.

25For the
diverse gifts,
skills & life
experiences
we share in
the body of
Christ.
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7For those
participating in
Synod
Assemblies.

14For
commitment
to patience,
sacrifice &
awareness of
the example
we set.
21That we will
work for the
unity that God
desires for us.

27Thanks &

28For those of

praise to God
for hearing our
words, loving us
& sustaining us.

the church
who help &
serve where
the needs are
greatest.

SATURDAY
1For
meaningful
change &
reform to
combat
racism.
8For removal
of barriers
between those
living in
wealth &
those living in
poverty.
15For those
who must
meet digitally
to continue
the work of
the church.

22For how
God sustains
us & nurtures
our hope
through
interactions
with others.
29That our
faith will guide
our discernment &
decisions in
the upcoming
elections.

AugustBirthdays
Judy Barch
Frank Behling
Amiah Berry
John Chapin
Griffin Fuller
Zach Hathy
David Heinonen

Sam Lampela
Stephanie Newsome
Dolores Pelow
Lori Punkar
Howard Seavey
Sofi Thompson
Molly Todaro

Vincent Todaro
Beth Tulino
Janet Vanzin
Michael Vendetti
Phyllis Waid
Rebecca Watson
Natalie Wood

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 2020

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$

22,607
13,816
14,413
10,974
16,106
12,999

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
6/28
41
7/5
38
7/12
44
7/19
44

YTD
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$

22,607
36,423
50,836
61,810
77,916
90,915

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

140.0%
108.2%
102.7%
92.2%
94.0%
92.1%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$
$
$

21,248
14,981
18,347
13,479
14,907
19,346

$
$
$
$
$
$

21,248
36,229
54,576
68,055
82,962
102,308

$23,383
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.4%
95.6%
101.4%
98.4%
95.7%
100.1%

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Reconciliation”
Brought back to God

This is the change of state and relationship before God. Before being reconciled to
God, we were estranged from God and separated by sin. Through the work of
Jesus on the cross we are then brought back into fellowship and can have a
relationship with God. This estrangement and barrier was removed by God
through Christ Jesus.
Adapted from www.wordpress.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Our next free community meal will be held on August 29th.
Menu will be hotdogs, potato salad, baked beans and a dessert
Anyone that would be willing to bake cookies for the August meal, please
contact either Michelle Logan or the church office.
This is a drive thru pickup from 4-6 pm. Enter Detroit Street.
Meal will be distributed under the portico.
Thank you to all that supported the youth sub
sale. We sold 92 subs. Please keep an eye out for
the next one.
Huge thank you to Grace and Luke Patriarco,
Nickolas Mason, Lily Rose Vargo for all their help
making the subs.

Free lunches will be provided 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays in
August.
Enter from the Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered
to the driver of the vehicles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.
I would like to thank Janice Boyle, Stephanie Patriarco , Nickolas Mason Mary Vidmar,
Grace and Luke Patriarco for all the hard work and support for the free lunch program
and the free community dinners
5

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
August 2
August 9

Don Hathaway

Harco - 3

August 16

Eddie Harco

Harco - 3

In Memory of Loved Ones

Judy & Family

In Memory of My Dad, Hike Benson

Katrina Pavolino

August 23
August 30

Flowers:
August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

Memorial Candle:
August

In Memory of Loved Ones

Judy & Family

The following previously-advertised
advertised events and activities have been cancelled or postponed due to the current
health crisis:
 There will be no Rummage Sale this year.
 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled until further notice.
 Quilting is cancelled
ed until further notice. Any of the girls can come in and take material to work on in
their homes.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice to be determined week by week.
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Donations are requested for a Feed Our Vets program offered the last Saturday
of each month. This site is visited by an average of 90-150 veterans who stop in
for a variety of items. They are in need of everything and are VERY grateful.
However, below is a list of suggested items to donate, which can be placed in
the barrel in the gathering space.
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, etc.
 hygiene items—soap, shampoo, deodorant, hand soap
 canned goods of any sort—soups, fruit, vegetables
 peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, condiments
cake mixes, brownie mixes, frosting, jello, pudding & any pasta items

Mission Sunday
August 9

The Food Pantry item for August is liquid hand soap. Please place your
donation on the altar.
Thank you!

Turkey Box
Please look for the Turkey Box in the gathering space and drop in your spare
change and bills. Money collected year-round then used for our
Thanksgiving and Christmas families.
Thank you!

Please continue to save your box tops for Conneaut Schools. Watch
for them on grocery items you purchase. You’ll find a collection box
in the gathering space.

Looking for the perfect venue for your special event? Consider renting Fellowship Hall!
Call the Church Office, (440) 599-8908, and speak with Stephanie to find out more.
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News & Updates
A Message from the President
Air Conditioning is Coming!
The A/C ballots have been counted and you have voted overwhelmingly to approve the installation of air
conditioning in Fellowship Hall and the kitchen. Burdick Plumbing and Heating was awarded the job
because it submitted the lowest of the three quotes received. Burdick currently maintains our hot water
heat system and the A/C in the office and educational wing. We are very pleased with the quality of their
service and know they will do outstanding work on this project. The contract has been signed and we are
on the Burdick calendar for later this summer. The cost of the project will be paid from the Capital
Improvement Endowment Fund. Thank you for participating in the vote.
Fresh Produce in our Food Pantry Garden
Last month I reported that Jim Fuller was spearheading the establishment of a vegetable garden on church
property to benefit people who need quality food in their household. I am happy to report that the site
was tilled by Bob and Joe Reed and that Jim and his helpers have planted lots of good looking tomato and
pepper seedlings and other great vegetables. It won’t be too long before they will be reaping the rewards
of their labors and helping the most needy among us. Much of the produce will be distributed by the
Conneaut Food Pantry.
Originally we had planned to place the garden on our property on the west side of Grove Street. However
upon further consideration we decided to put it in the courtyard for several good reasons. First, a water
spigot is already located inside the courtyard which makes watering the garden much easier than carrying
water across the street. Second, the grass area in the courtyard is just the right size. Finally, the area
receives plenty of sunshine to grow those sun-loving plants. If you want to be part of this fun project, see
Jim Fuller, he will be delighted to have you onboard.
Attendance is Growing
We re-opened Good Shepherd to in-person worship services May 31 st. At first we had some cool, brisk
mornings that tested one’s resolve to be outside. But for the past several weeks we have had absolutely
great weather to hear the Gospel while surrounded by trees, green grass, and beautiful flowers. We have
been averaging about 34 worshipers at 8:30 and there is still plenty of room for more. The 10:15 service
averages about 14. There, too, is plenty more room with safe distancing for all. Come join us and don’t
forget your mask!
Pray for Peace
America is going through a tumultuous time right now. Pray for peace.
Peace be with you,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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CLASS OF 2020
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
GRADUATES!
Mackenzie Harco
Mackenzie is a graduate of Vermilion High School, where she took
honors classes and was inducted in the National Honor Society.
She was in the band, ran track, and was a JV and Varsity cheerleader.
She did over 50 hours of community service.
In her sophomore year, Mackenzie went to Harvard and took two
college classes.
She is working at Quaker Steak and Lube during the summer and
attending Miami University majoring in criminal justice.

Blessing of the Bikes
Two motorcyclists, Chuck and Kelly Anthony, participated in the Bike
Blessing on July 5 at the 8:30 worship service. Pastor Van De Motter
prayed for riders, of both motorcycles and bicycles, for a safe riding
season.

Committee News

9

August 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

Food Pantry Item
for August
Liquid Hand Soap
2

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

9

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

16

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

23

8:30 Service
10:15 Service
11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

30

8:30 Service
10:15 Service

3

10

4

11

5

12

6:00
Committees

17

18

19

25

7

8

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED

11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

13

14

15

5:30 Line
Dancing
5:45 Finance

OFFICE CLOSED

11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

20

21

22

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED

11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup

27

28

29

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED

Echo Articles
Due

6:00 Council

24

6

26

31
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11:30-12:30
Free lunch
pickup
4:00-6:00
Free Drive
Thru Dinner

Lord, we are your servants . . .

(Currently only readers are being scheduled.)
DATE/
TIME
8/2/2020
8:30

ASSISTING
MINISTER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

USHERS

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

Mary Vidmar

10:15

Taylor Racut

8/9/2020
8:30

Jasmine Steighner

10:15

Nickolas Mason

8/16/2020
8:30

Shirley Harco

10:15

Stacy Racut

8/23/2020
8:30

Tim Moga

10:15

Mark Lytle

8/30/2020
8:30

Mary Vidmar

10:15

Paul Mechling

AUGUST ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Janelle
Cole, Susan Combs

SEPTEMBER ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam
Deemer, Betty Monday, Robin Bryant
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