Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

DECEMBER 2020
Greetings from New Mexico!
Grace and peace to you from our gracious God in heaven and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Greetings from one who was formerly preaching the Word at your congregation. Our adventures continue as
we await the closing of our house in Albuquerque, New Mexico. We are eagerly waiting for our new residence
and are feeling like lost ships waiting to see the light from the harbor. We feel a little rudderless, but know that
perseverance builds character, character builds hope, and hope does not disappoint.
I especially want to thank you for your generous monetary gift to me when I retired. I haven’t figured how to
use this gift yet, but know with so many things that we will need to purchase we will find something suitable.
Thank you, also, for your prayers, phone calls of farewell, cards, and well wishes that have been sent our way.
On our five-day journey to New Mexico, our two dogs did wonderfully and slept for most of the trip. Pet friendly
hotels were a must and we were able to find four to fit the bill. They are both taking it a little easier now that
they are not confined to a car. Our rental house has a great fenced in backyard which gives them room to run
and play in the sun. I hope their transition to a new home after this one will be easy for them.
We have found a church that we hope will help us keep in touch with our faith. All Saints Lutheran Church in
Albuquerque: smallish but with many ministries. There are many big box churches we pass on our way there
each Sunday, but our hearts are with Martin Luther and his teachings. It’s hard to say how good their praise
band is because they have been hampered by this pandemic also. We shall see. Patience.
Thank you all for your support as your minister. There were hard times, but there was much joy also. My hope
for you is that through the work of the call committee a suitable candidate will be forthcoming soon. It takes
time and patience. Change can be difficult, but necessary. In fact, there is nothing that happens that is not
subject to change. Take this time to build each other up. Take this time to be hopeful for your future. Take this
time to love the unlovable and raise the lowly.
48

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Luke 1:48

May peace find you through all your days, tumultuous or not. Keep the faith and find the love of our Savior in
your hearts. It is this love that we share to the ends or our days and into eternal life.
Blessings of Peace in Christ’s name.
Rev. Patrick J. Van De Motter and Rae (also, Chico and Oscar)
P.S. Our new address will be:
4139 Rancho Grande Place NW
Albuquerque NM 87120-5338

Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 10:15 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
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The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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December

Monthly Prayer Calendar

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone, call Nancy Sackett (440-5933673).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please call the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.
SUNDAY

6

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

For the start of
Advent.

For the lonely.

For the ill.

For those in
ICU.

For caregivers.

8

9

10

11

12

For the next
person you
see.

For our shutins.

For rest.

For peace.

For hope.

For love.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

For grace.

For
forgiveness.

For faith.

For those in
prison.

For those who
question.

For your
mothers.

For fathers.

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

For sisters &
brothers.

For extended
family.

For friends.

For those in
foster care.

For peace on
earth.

For Christmas.

For rest.

27

28

29

30

31

For those who
travel.

For those who
grieve.

For our
church.

For our city.

For hope for
the new year.

For the
homeless.
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A prayer for any given day on this calendar can be replaced with a special one of your own so the
congregation can join you in praying for family, friends, groups or organizations. Just submit to Kelly
Anthony by the ECHO deadline for the month: klanthony@gwcmail.net
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Frank Behling, Jr.

August 4, 1924–October 24, 2020
Frank Behling, Jr, 96, of North Kingsville passed away Saturday October 24, 2020 at the Villa at the Lake
in Conneaut. He was born August 4, 1924 in Cleveland, Ohio -the middle son of Frank &Arcie (Bailey)
Behling.
Frank served in the Army during WWII. Aer his honorable discharge, he found true passion in cabinet
making and woodworking at Laird Lumber for over thirty years until their closing. Frank then shied to
take his expertise to the Ashtabula County Building Department where he became a building inspector
until he decided to take his retirement.
Frank continued to work with wood, taking his passion to a whole new level in his very own garage,
constructing and designing projects for his friends, family, and even local businesses within Ashtabula
County. Along with woodworking, Frank enjoyed collecting coins and reading Louis Lamour western
novels. But most of all, nothing brought more pride to Frank than watching his family grow. He ensured
that everyone carried a bill within their wallet to make sure they were never broke, and went to every
family gathering he could.
Frank was an advent member of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut where he continued
to help in all facets possible. In 2019 he was honored by the French Government for his heroism and
contribution in their liberation while serving in World War 11.
Survivors include his children, Susan (Roland) Quickle of Jeerson, Rebecca (Harvey) Ashley of
Ashtabula, and Raymond (Jodi) Behling of Warsaw, Indiana; grandchildren, Susan (Nancy) Slider,
Christine (Dale) He, Jennie (Michael) DeMoss, Douglas (Tara) Ashley, Eric (Jainie) Behling, Anna (Eli)
Condinho& Alex Behling; also including nine great-grandchildren and two great greatgrandchildren;
and brother John (Nancy) Behling of Columbus.
He was preceded in death by his parents; his first wife Ruth; his second wife Mary; his brother Carl
Behling; and an infant son.
Funeral service will be held 11:00 AM, Thursday, October 29, 2020 at the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 876 Grove St., Conneaut, Ohio 44030, where the family will receive friends from 10:00 AM
until time of service at the church. With the current Covid-19 pandemic mask are required and social
distancing will be observed.
Private family burial will take place in Fairview Cemetery in Madison.
Memorial contributions may be made to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Envelopes will be available
at the church and also at the Marcy Funeral Home & Cremation Center, 208 Liberty St. Conneaut which
is honored to be entrusted with the arrangements.
Please light a candle or share a memory at marcyfuneralhome.com
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Herbert Harris Hopkins

April 2, 1926 – October 22, 2020
Herbert Harris Hopkins, 94, of Conneaut, Ohio, passed away on Thursday, October 22nd at his home,
with his family by his side. Herb was born on Good Friday, April 2, 1926 in Conneaut, the son of Herbert
S. Hopkins and Nora E. (Harris) Hopkins. He was preceded in death by his parents, his son Mark, and his
beloved wife of 62 years, Irene (Olson) Hopkins, whom he married on June 2, 1956. Herb grew up in
West Springfield, Pennsylvania, and graduated from Springfield High School with the class of 1944. He
enlisted with the 2nd Air Force of the U. S. Army Air Corps at the end of World War II. After the war,
Herb worked for the Nickel Plate Railroad for several years in the car repair shop in Conneaut. He
attended college on the GI Bill and received a BS degree in accounting from Xavier University in 1950.
He worked as an accountant at The Pittsburgh & Conneaut Dock Company and retired as Purchasing
Agent and Materials Manager in 1983.
Always a patriot, Herb was a life member and Past Commander of the American Legion Cowle Post
151, and Past Commander of Ashtabula County Council American Legion. He also served in the
American Legion Honor Guard and participated in numerous military funerals and parades for over fifty
years. Just this year Herb was honored by Cowle Post 151 with a certificate and pin for 75 years of
service to the American Legion. Herb was civic minded, and he held various public offices, including
Precinct Committeeman, Clerk of Conneaut City Council, Ward Councilman, City of Conneaut Auditor
and Vice-chairman of the Ashtabula County Republican Central Committee. One of Herb's interests was
in the history of railroading, and he was one of the founders of the Conneaut Railroad Museum. He
was instrumental in acquiring the passenger station from the New York Central Railroad and in
obtaining the museum's caboose and hopper car from the Bessemer & Lake Erie Railroad. Herb loved
his family, friends, pets, and he enjoyed summer vacations hiking in the mountains and camping with
his family in New England. He also enjoyed traveling throughout the United States and Europe in
retirement with his wife Irene. He was a ham radio operator, was an avid sailor, and spent many
summers boating on Lake Erie with his wife and children.
Survivors include his children, twins Susan Diamond of Conneaut and Stephen (Jacklyn) Hopkins of
Westerville, OH, and two grandsons, Eric Hopkins, and Chad Hopkins, also of Westerville. The family
would like to extend our sincere thanks to the many wonderful and loving caregivers at the Villa at the
Lake, Ashtabula County Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, Hospice of the Western Reserve, and
Cherished Companions, who helped Herbert through his last few years. Funeral service was 1:00 P.M.,
Monday, October 26th, 2020 at the Marcy Funeral Home and Cremation Center, 208 Liberty St.,
Conneaut, with burial following in Springfield Cemetery, East Springfield, PA, with Military Honors
conducted by the American Legion Cowle Post #151. In lieu of flowers, please send donations in
memory of Herbert to the Conneaut Church of Christ, 448 West Main Road, Conneaut, OH 44030.
Sign the guestbook at www.marcyfuneralhome.com.
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December Birthdays
Clarence Baugher
Laurie Bidwell
Raymond Burlingham
Jennifer Gallagher
Paul Gauvin

Fritz Houy
Faye Lampela
Renee Montagano
Katrina Pavolino
George Peterson

David Thompson
Janice Uveges
Stephanie Van Norman
Mike Vendetti

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2020

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

22,607
13,816
14,413
10,974
16,106
12,999
11,401
13,850
11,007
10,225
TheBig
is:

ATTENDANCE
10/25
53
11/1
55
11/8
41
11/15
*56
11/22
*53
*Virtual Service
Views

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

$ 22,607
$ 36,423
$ 50,836
$ 61,810
$ 77,916
$ 90,915
$102,316
$116,166
$127,173
$137,398

140.0%
108.2%
102.7%
92.2%
94.0%
92.1%
89.3%
89.1%
87.0%
84.8%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

21,248
14,981
18,347
13,479
14,907
19,346
13,189
13,720
13,759
13,106

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

21,248
36,229
54,576
68,055
82,962
102,308
115,498
129,218
142,977
156,083

$23,370.58
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.4%
95.6%
101.4%
98.4%
95.7%
100.1%
94.7%
93.3%
92.9%
92.0%

Churchy Wordthis month

“Creche”

(kreSH)
A creche is a representation of the scene of Jesus Christ’s birth. It's the nativity
scene that is displayed at Christmas, with the manger, Mary, Joseph, and the three
wise men.
Although a creche is the same thing as a nativity scene, if you want to get nit-picky,
the creche refers specifically to the baby Jesus in the manger. Crèche is a French
word that also refers to a nursery or daycare center. Say creche to a British person
and she’ll assume you’re talking about a daycare, 'cause that's what they call it
across the pond.
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/creche
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
December 6
December 13
December 20

In Memory of Anne Harco

Harco 3

In Memory of Keith & Miriam Anderson

Gary & Pam Anderson

In Memory of Joy Dittler

The Family

December 27
Flowers:
December 6
December 13
December 20
December 27
Memorial Candle:
December

Opportunities are still available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins
and flowers. See the sign-up
up sheet on the bulletin board across from the nursery to
select the date(s) to remember or honor your loved ones. Or contact the church office
of
by phone or email: (440) 599-8908,
8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net.

"What is joy? It is not happiness. It is the inner sense
that all is right with you before God. The inner sense,
belief in the fact that God loves us unconditionally and
accepts us just the way we are."

Bishop Abraham Allende
Sermon for the 24th Sunday after Pentecost
NEOSynod - You Tube
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Due to the sharply rising number of cases of the Coronavirus in Ashtabula County and throughout
northeast Ohio, effective immediately we will not be having in-person worship services. The Ohio Public
Advisory System uses a color-coded alert system for each of its 88 counties. The four colors used are
Yellow, Orange, Red, and Purple. Sixty-eight of those 88 counties, including Ashtabula County, are coded
Red which means there is a very high exposure and spread of the Coronavirus and residents are advised to
limit activities as much as possible. We will not consider returning to in-person worship until the risk level
in Ashtabula County returns to Yellow or Orange.
That is the bad news. The good news is that each week we will continue to record a service conducted by a
supply pastor or a lay person that you can watch at any time. There are three ways you can access the
recorded service. First, it is on our website at gslcc.org. Once you logon simply click your cursor on the
“Virtual Services” tab. That will take you to the most recent service, as well as previously recorded
services. It is also available on Facebook and YouTube. Communion elements available to you on a table in
the vestibule at the church office entrance. The outside door will be unlocked during normal hours. If you
cannot come to the church, please call the office and we will try our best to deliver the elements to you.
You may want to take packets for more than one Sunday.
The church office will remain open for its normal hours of 9am-3pm Monday through Thursday. We ask
you to limit your visits to the office and to always wear a mask when inside the building. If you have any
questions, please call the church office at 599-8908.
Also, the following events and activities continue to be cancelled or postponed due to the current health
crisis:
 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled until further notice.
 Quilting is cancelled until further notice. Any of the girls can come in and take material to work on in
their homes.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.

Time to Order Christmas Poinsettias!
Even though it is unlikely we will have in-person worship service Christmas Eve, we
want the chancel to be decorated for Advent and Christmas just as it been in the
past. The trees and Advent wreath will be in place and we want to make the altar
area as festive as normal. That includes the placing of poinsettias around the altar.
This year all poinsettias will be the traditional red and the cost is $8. You can order as many potted plants
as you wish by calling the office at 599-8908. You can leave a message on the voicemail in the evenings or
weekends. Checks, made out to GSLC, can be mailed to the office or payment can be dropped off at the
office—just bring it into the office vestibule and put it on the counter. Please remember to wear a mask.
If you want to honor or memorialize someone with these poinsettias, please give the names when ordering
and they will be printed in the January ECHO. As the office will be closed after Christmas, Mark Lytle has
volunteered to deliver your poinsettia to your house after the Sunday, December 27 th service so that you
may enjoy them throughout the Christmas celebration.
The ordering deadline is the end of the day on Monday, December 7th.
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Ministry
Our next free community meal will be held on December 19.. The menu will include
ham, parsley potatoes, corn, rolls and butter, and cake. Please
P
contact either
Michelle Logan or Stephanie Patriarco to find out how you can help.
help This is a drive
thru pick-up
up from 44-6
6 pm. Enter via Detroit Street. The meal will be distributed
under the portico.
Free lunches are provided 11:30 a.m.-12:30
12:30 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. Enter from the
Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered to the driver of the
vehicles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.

PLEASE NOTE:

Fishes and Loaves will shut down after December 19 until January 9, 2021. We have decided to only serve
lunches on Saturday in January and February, and this depends on the weather. Dinners will resume in
February, and we will go back Saturday and Sunday lunches in March.

The following items are available in the office door entranceway:
Communion elements
2021 Calendars
2021 offering envelopes
December Echo Newsletters
They are available to pick up from Monday thru Thursday from 9 am to 3 pm.
If you are not able to come to the church for these items, please contact the
office at 599-8908
8908 and someone will deliver them to you.
The office will be closed from December 24, 2020 to January 1, 2021
2021.
Blessings of Christmas to you all,
Stephanie and Chris
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It’s Christmas Shopping Time!
Consider
onsider using AmazonSmile!

What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price
rice to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from over one million
organizations to support.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.comfrom
from the web browser on your computer or mobile
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start
your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and
and-Save purchases and
subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmilesmile.amazon
smile.amazon.com,, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every
eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.comwill result in a donation.
How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, giftgift
wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges.
s. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional donations to
charitable organizations. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promotion for
complete details.
How can I learn more about AmazonSmile?
Complete AmazonSmileprogram
program details are available at smile.amazon.com or phone the church office
offic and speak
with Stephanie, (440) 599-8908.
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ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE DECEMBER 17

Just a reminder as it is that time of year again . . . According to the Constitution and Bylaws of GSLC
Conneaut, Ohio, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America C12.09:
“The Congregational Council shall submit a comprehensive report to this congregation at the annual
nd
meeting which is on the 2 Sunday in February, 2021.”

Since most of 2020 has been consumed by the pandemic, I will put a general statement at the beginning of the
annual report stating why the reports may be short or have less activities, etc. I would like to thank you for
everything that you do.
Please submit by email to goodshepherd@gwcmail.net by December 17, 2020.
The following reports are due:
Committee/Position
Pastor
Council President
Endowment
Finance
Financial Secretary
Altar Guild
Christian Education
Evangelism
Social Ministry
Quilting Ministry
Nisua Ministry
Cradle Roll Ministry
Member Care Ministry
Prayer Ministry
3Ms
Worship & Music
Church Office
IT & Computer Ministry
Abiding Memorial
Call Committee

Chairperson(s)/Appointee(s)
Pastor Van De Motter (done)
Mark Lytle
Mark Lytle
Stacy Racut
Chris Murtha
Ruth Brown
Jenn Best, Mary Vidmar, Suzanne Malys
Michelle Logan
Pearl Ann Curtis, Shirley Harco
Shirley Harco
Suzanne Malys, Jerry Brookhouser
Laurie Bidwell
Katrina Pavolino
Nancy Sackett
Mike Bidwell, Bob Reed
Faye Lampela
Stephanie Patriarco
Dan Patriarco, John Hutchison, Jenn Best
Pat Haas
George Peterson
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Donations Needed for Christmas Families
Social Ministry is preparing for our Christmas family adoption. We are
currently compiling the wish lists, but so far requested items include remote
control cars, adult coloring books, gel pens, and Star Wars items. Please
contact Pearl Ann Curtis for more information.
Gifts will be packed and delivered on December 19. We are happy and
grateful that we have had such an excellent response from our
congregation and thank you all for being so generous.

Donations are requested for a Feed Our Vets program offered the last
Saturday of each month. This site is visited by an average of 90-150
veterans who stop in for a variety of items. They are in need of everything
and are VERY grateful. However, below is a list of suggested items to
donate, which can be placed in the barrel in the gathering space.
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, etc.
 hygiene items—soap, shampoo, deodorant, hand soap
 canned goods of any sort—soups, fruit, vegetables
 peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, condiments, cake mixes,
brownie mixes, frosting, jello, pudding & any pasta items

Mission Sunday
December13

The Food Pantry item for December is laundry detergent. Please place
your donation on the altar.
Thank you!

Turkey Box
Please look for the Turkey Box in the gathering space and drop in your
spare change and bills. Money collected year-round then used for our
Thanksgiving and Christmas families.
Thank you!
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News & Updates

Dear Blood Program Leader,
Thank you very much for your ongoing
dedication to the American Red Cross.
Every day, I am deeply moved by the
kindness and generosity of spirit you bring
to our vital mission. But it's times like these
- times of great uncertainty - that I am truly
in awe of your unwavering commitment.
As thousands of blood drives around the
nation were cancelled due to the impact of
COVID-19, please know that your drive
protected the health and well-being of the
most vulnerable among us - including
accident victims, cancer patients, those
suffering from chronic illnesses and many others.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for stepping up to help collect
and donate lifesaving blood, even as the circumstances of the
coronavirus outbreak often made it difficult to do so.
To express my deepest gratitude for your tremendous service to the Red
Cross and to our country, please accept this Certificate of Outstanding
Service and an honorary badge for your social media profiles.
On behalf of those we serve, thank you once again for your tremendous
efforts to strengthen and advance our Red Cross mission during this uniquely
challenging time. We look forward to better times ahead, and to our continued
partnership to save lives.
Sincerely,
Gail McGovern
President and CEO
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A Message from the President
First, I want to bring you up to date about our search for an interim pastor. Pastor Karl Biermann, assistant to
the bishop of the Northeast Ohio Synod, and I have searched NE Ohio and NW Pennsylvania for an interim and,
sadly, there are none available. Pastor Biermann broadened the search and located two potential candidates.
The first was from the Harrisburg, PA area and it looked fairly pr
promising
omising but it fizzled out when the bishop for
SW Pennsylvania needed her for a congregation in that area. The second candidate was an intentional interim
currently serving in the New York City area but moving to Dublin, Ohio in January. Church council interviewed
i
him via a Zoom call that seemed to go fairly well. However, four days later he informed us that he was removing
his name from consideration. He gave no details as to his reason. That leaves our search back at ‘square one.’
While those decisions
ons were disheartening, new developments have diminished our need to have a full-time
full
or
even a part-time
time interim. Effective November 15 th we took the action of closing Good Shepherd to in-person
in
worship services due to the sharp increase in the COVID
COVID-19 infection rate in Ashtabula County. Instead, all
worship services will be recorded weekly and available to be viewed at your convenience by going to our
website gslcc.org and clicking your cursor on the Virtual Services tab. Meanwhile, the office remains open and
functioning well. My main concerns are 1) securing a supply pastor to conduct the virtual services and 2)
providing emergency pastoral services. The first need is being met primarily by Pastor Stephen Fisher and Pastor
David Anderson, with occasional
sional support from Richard Tulino and myself. The second need has been handled by
Pastor Michael Meranda, Pastor Fisher, and Nancy Guthrie. We have not ruled out hiring an interim but we will
continue in this manner until a suitable interim is available or until we call a permanent pastor.
For the past six months we have been using individually packaged wafer and grape juice for Holy Communion.
We will continue to have the communion liturgy in each virtual service and you can participate when you watch
wat
the service by picking up those packets at the office Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 3 pm. If you
cannot come to the office, please call Stephanie or Chris at 599
599-8908
8908 and we will deliver the packets to you.
Speaking of COVID-19, there is excellent
llent news that pharmaceutical companies Pfiser and Moderna have each
developed highly effective vaccines. Other drug companies may soon follow with their own vaccines. While it
will probably be several months before the majority of America will be inocu
inoculated,
lated, there is great promise that
year 2021 will see an end to this terrible disease.
Peace,
Mark Lytle
Council President

Calling All Members…
♦Are
Are you planning to “fly south” for the winter?
♦Have any of your children or grandchildren moved or headed off to
college?
♦Has your email address or phone number changed?
If so, please notify the church office with updated address information.
We would love the opportunity to stay in touch, and keeping our
address information current helps us to do so.. Thanks for your help!
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Committee News
Evangelism
The Evangelism Team would like to extend a huge thank you to David Thompson, Ellen Gee, Shirley Harco and
Jan Uveges for the generous donations of their Thrivent cards which have helped us buy goods, supplies, and
paper products for the Fishes and Loaves Ministry.We also would again thank everyone who continues to make
and donate those yummy cookies for the dinners. A veggie cutter has joined the team, too. Thank you Janelle
Cole.
We have been blessed to serve close to 3,000 meals since July. Grace reminded us that we use to make 40
lunches a weekend. We are now up to 200+ a week.
Nick's closest is doing great, serving around 20 to 25 people a weekend.We are in need of hygiene items and
cleaning supplies for Nick's Closet. Donations can be dropped off at the office.
Our Halloween drive-thru trick or treat went really well. We handed out 142 bags of goodies. Thank you to all
who donated candy.
The December free dinner will be on December 19, rather than the last Saturday of the month. The menu will
include ham, parsley potatoes, corn, rolls and butter, and cake.
Fishes and Loaves will shut down after December 19 until January 9, 2021. We have decided to only serve
lunches on Saturdays in January and February, and this depends on the weather. Dinners will resume in
February, and we will go back Saturday and Sunday lunches in March.
Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a joyous New Year.
Blessings to all,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism
And the Evangelism Team

15

Social Ministry
Merry Christmas! I’m not sure where the time went this year. 2020 has been a memorable year, and I don't
think it will be over when the New Year arrives. I am praying that a vaccine is forthcoming, but not so sure how I
feel about being among the first to get one. I am praying it will be safe with no long term side effects. Whether
we are ready or not, a new year will be here. Let's all greet it with a prayer for a cure.
Social Ministry is preparing for our Christmas family adoption. We are adopting eight families this year, and if we
can, we will add one or two more. I am happy and grateful that we have had such an excellent response from
our congregation and thank you all for being so generous. We won't be putting up our tree this year but will be
packing and delivering the gifts on December 19.
For all of you folks that have Thrivent, don't forget to give your choice dollars to the church in December!
Have a Blessed holiday season,
The Social Ministry Team

Christian Education
The holiday season is upon us, and as we celebrate with one another, together or apart, let us not forget the
true meaning of Christmas.
Advent is the beginning of the church year. It’s a time when we as Christians, prepare and wait for the birth of
Jesus Christ, who is our greatest gift we can receive.
One way to prepare for Christmas is to use a wreath with 4 candles around it and 1 Christ candle in the middle.
Each week one candle is lit in the anticipation that Christmas will soon be here.
Please enjoy the coloring pages.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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December 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Virtual
Services
Available

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

gslcc.org
or on
6
Youtube:
goodshephe
rdconneaut

7

8

9

6:00
Committees

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

5

5:00 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch

10

11

12

5:00 Line
Dancing
5:45 Finance

OFFICE CLOSED

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch

17

18

19

Annual
Reports Due

OFFICE CLOSED

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch

13

14

16

6:00 Council

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch

20

15

5:00 Line
Dancing

21

22

23

24

25

OFFICE CLOSED
Echo Articles Due

OFFICE CLOSED

27

28

29

30

31

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED
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5:00 Line
Dancing

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00
Free Dinner

26

21

