Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

FEBRUARY 2021
A Message from the President
Congregational Meeting Results: In December we held a ‘remote’ congregational meeting to vote on
3 issues. I was not able to report the vote results in the January Echo because the voting was open
until December 28th which was beyond the Echo deadline. Here are the results.
1. Kay Peterson and Shirley Brookhouser were elected to serve on church council. Kay will fulfill
the remaining 2 years of the previous council secretary’s first 3-year term. Shirley’s term will be
for 3 years. All council positions are limited to two consecutive 3-year terms.
2. The 2021 budget of $198,975 was approved.
3. Church Council was authorized to act as the Endowment Committee.
All issues were approved overwhelmingly, receiving more than 90% in the affirmative. Thank you for
participating in the vote!
Call Committee Progress: I want to remind you that the process of searching for our next pastor is
currently in the hands of the Northeast Ohio Synod office. The assistant to the bishop, Pastor Karl
Biermann, has accepted our Ministry Site Profile and has made it available to rostered ELCA pastors
who may be considering a change in their ministry. He will do his best to match the attributes of those
pastors with the wants and needs we identified in the MSP. When he has three such candidates, he
will submit their profiles to the Call Committee for consideration. We are required to interview all
three before making a decision. If we decide not to extend a call to any of the three then Pastor
Biermann and our Call Committee will continue the search. There is no telling when we will have the
first three candidates but I do not expect it until March or April at the earliest. Please be patient and
understanding of this process.
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Supply Pastors: Meanwhile, we are certainly blessed to have two outstanding supply pastors, Rev.
Stephen Fisher and Rev. David Anderson. They have been excellent ministers of the Word and very
accommodating to serve our needs. For example, I expressed to Rev. Anderson a desire to have an
Ash Wednesday service and he immediately agreed to be there. Ash Wednesday is February 17 th and
he will conduct a live Parking Lot service at 6:00 pm that will be transmitted to your car radio. The
service will include the imposition of ashes at the conclusion. Please plan to attend and wear a mask
when receiving the ashes. A reminder will be sent out as we approach Ash Wednesday.
In-person Worship Remains Closed: Several of our members have been infected with the COVID-19
virus. To my knowledge all, except Dianne Young, have recovered. The inoculation of the vaccines is in
the early stages and it will be several months before the majority of willing participants receive it. As
the inoculations increase, I do expect to see the number of new infections to decrease sharply.
However, we will not re-open the church until the Ohio Public Health Advisory System lowers the
code in Ashtabula County from red to yellow or orange. In the meantime, please continue to diligently
observe all safety practices. With everyone’s cooperation we will get through this pandemic.
HELP WANTED: Chairperson for the Property Committee – Currently we do not have a chairperson
for this extremely important committee. There are still several members but they have not been
meeting because of the COVID virus. As the vaccines take effect, I expect a resumption of maintenance
work. But we need a captain to help steer the ship. Please consider serving your church in this
capacity. Call me at 228-7912.
Peace,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschoolthru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Virtual Services
Available

gslcc.org
Youtube:
goodshepherdconneaut
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A Moment in Faith
By Richard Tulino, a Layman’s Interpretation
Our Lenten Journey
Soon we will be starting our journey in the season of Lent. The dictionary describes journey as:
traveling from place to place, to go on a trip, to travel. We are all on a journey in this thing called life.
We go in different directions, do different jobs and see different people, but there is one part of life’s
journey that we have in common and that’s our “Spiritu
“Spiritual
al Journey” our love of God. We share that love
through the many ministries we have here at Good Shepherd, and by sharing that love, we serve to
help others both here at church and in the community.
At the start of Lent we begin to see the start of Jesus’ journey, moving from city to city, healing and
casting out demons, doing the work God his father had planned for Him. The Pharisees came and
warned Jesus to get out of town because Herod wanted to kill Him. The Pharisees didn’t want to
protect Jesus; they were trying to trap Him. But Jesus tells them that His work isn’t done yet and that
He will continue to heal and cast out demons and that His journey will continue. He knew that His
purpose wasn’t accomplished yet and He knew that His journey would end in Jerusalem and our focus
should be on that journey.
Jesus responded to the Pharisees warning by using some very strong words: “Go tell that fox (Herod)
for me that my work isn’t finished and I will continue today, tomorrow and on the next day I finish my
work
rk and must be on my way because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.”
These are pretty strong words from Jesus, they aren’t words of someone who is intimidated by Herod’s
power, but words of someone who knows He is on a journ
journey
ey and where that journey will end. He
refuses to be side tracked from His journey of salvation. Jesus recognizes the tempter behind the
powers in Jerusalem. This temptation comes at a time when Jesus is gaining followers and building for
His crucifixion. It would be easy for Jesus to turn away from His purpose, but He is not tempted by the
work of the devil. The devil doesn’t do all this alone; he uses the Pharisees and Herod.
How many times has the devil used someone else to try to get us to do something we know is wrong?
It happens but our Faith keeps us from being side tracked. Know that Jesus walks with us and will give
us the strength to resist the devils power as he attacks us on our faith filled journey. As we continue
our journey this Lenten season,, let Jesus walk with you. He is there to answer your call for help. Lent is
a season of journey from the shame of sin, to the cross, to the grave, to the empty tomb. During this
journey we confront our Faith and fulfill hope. This journey is where we see the cross that is coming
and it’s here we think about what the cross means to us. It’s a time when Jesus invites us to consider
our commitment to ministry. We will be challenged on our way but Jesus reminds us that He withstood
temptation and so can we.
Thee 40 days of Lent gives us all an excuse to be better. Ask yourselves this: Where will your final
destination lead you on this Lenten Journey? Along with or instead of giving up something, how about
trying to do more of something? Volunteering for one of tthe
he many ministries here at Good Shepherd,
or visiting the sick or homebound, or reading the Bible more. If you do any of these things you will
reach your final destination on this Lenten Journey feeling good and you will have found your, “Excuse
to be better.”
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Marilyn A. Hathy
1935 - 2021

Marilyn A. Hathy, 85, of Conneaut, passed away at the Ashtabula County Medical Center on January 4,
2021. She was born on January 14, 1935, to William and Lillian (Humalainen) Salo in Conneaut, Ohio.
She was a graduate of Conneaut High School and went on to work for General Electric, production
control at EMCO, and retired from Plycraft here in Conneaut.
Marilyn was a faithful member of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, where she attended for many
years. She belonged to the Conneaut Moose Club #472, American Legion Cowl Post #151 (where she
enjoyed having stromboli with friends), the Finnish American Ladies and Fun Loving Coffee Clutch Girls.
Her enjoyments were playing cards with friends and in earlier years dancing the "polka" with her
husband Satch, traveling the world, shopping, making dinner (but enjoyed going out to eat even more),
but most of all she LOVED being a Mom and Mumma. Her daughters and grandchildren were so
important to her.
She is survived by her two daughters Nancy (John) Casey and Pam (John) Hunt both of Conneaut; sonin-law Rueben Schwartz of Conneaut; sister Carol (Norman) Torttila of Atikokan, Canada; brother
Ronald (Bonnie) Salo of Canfield, Ohio; and her precious grandchildren Kylee, Moses and Gunnar
Schwartz.
Preceding her in death were her parents, husband Satch in 2016 and her beloved daughter Kimberly
Schwartz in 2019.
Funeral service was 1:30p.m., January 8, 2021 in the Chapel at Greenlawn Memorial Gardens, Rt. 20 in
North Kingsville, Ohio, officiated by Deacon Nancy Guthrie.Memorial contributions in Marilyn's name
are requested to be given to the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Abiding Memorial Fund or to Feed
Our Vets. Envelopes will be available at the funeral home and the chapel service.Arrangements were
entrusted to the Marcy Funeral Home and Cremation Center, 208 Liberty St., Conneaut, Ohio,
44030.Please visit marcyfuneralhome.com to leave a fond memory or light a candle.

Virginia M. Plosila
1921 - 2021

Virginia M. Plosila, 99, of Conneaut, passed away early Tuesday morning, January 12, 2021, at UH
Conneaut Medical Center. She was born May 28, 1921 in Ogdensburg, NY, the daughter of Edward and
Marion (Snyder) Lesperance.
Virginia was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and enjoyed knitting in her early years, and
watching golf on TV.
Survivors include her daughter Susan (Robert) Wallace of Conneaut; her son John (Madeleine) Plosila
of Conneaut; her step-son Walter (Laura) Plosila of Maryland; grandchildren Matthew Plosila of NY,
Edward Plosila of Conneaut, Michelle (James) Mapes of Columbus, Danielle (Adam) Neubauer of
Lyndhurst, and Amanda Davey of Akron; and great-grandson Leo Neubauer.
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Virginia was preceded in death by her parents; her husband Arthur Plosila; a brother in infancy and her
sister and brother-in-law June and Jacob Kesatie.
Private graveside service was held Monday, January 18, 2021, in St. Joseph Cemetery, Conneaut.
Contributions may be made in Virginia's memory to Abiding Memorial Fund of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 876 Grove St., Conneaut, OH 44030. Envelopes are available at the Marcy Funeral
Home and Cremation Center, 208 Liberty St., Conneaut, which is honored to be entrusted with
arrangements.Sign the guestbook at www.marcyfuneralhome.com.

Ruth E. Raines
1926 - 2021

Ruth E. Raines, 94, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, January 11, 2021 at the Villa at the lake, where
she had resided the past 10 years.
She was born on June 14, 1926, in Elyria, Ohio the daughter of Warren and Denise (Blackman) Pennell.
Ruth graduated from Conneaut High School Class of 1944. After graduation she attended the Huron
Road School of Nursing, enrolling in the cadet program intending to serve during World War
II.Fortunately, the war ended before graduation. Ruth would spend her entire nursing career at Brown
Memorial Hospital.
Ruth was an active member of the former St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Conneaut, serving as treasurer
of the Episcopal Women's group and later attended the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. In addition,
she was a member of the Eastern Star.
Ruth enjoyed listening to all genres of music. Above all else she loved spending time with her friends,
family and grandchildren.
She is survived by her children, Fred (Kathy) Raines, Cheryl (David) Vibbard, Laurie (Richard) Burkhart,
Marcia (Tim) Richards, and Jeffrey (Janet) Raines; grandchildren, Matt (Kristina) Raines, Molly (Patrick)
Schultz, David (Robin) Vibbard, Darcy (Tony) Workman, Casey Burkhart, Carly (Nick) Yarrington,
Marissa, Allison and Kyle Richards, Tim (Brooke) Raines, Chris (Olivia) Raines and Angela (Michael)
DeNunzio; many great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Warren Pennell and Denise Pennell-Herrick; and her
brothers, Warren, Bill and Wilbert Pennell.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a private service for family was observed on Saturday, January 16,
2021, with Pastor Tim Kraus, officiating. Intermentwas at Glenwood Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials in memory may be given to the Activities Department at the Villa at the
Lake, 48 Parrish Rd., Conneaut.
The family wishes to thank the nurses and staff at the Villa at the Lake and the Hospice of the Western
Reserve for the care and love they gave her.
The Thompson Smith Nesbitt Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 345 Main St., Conneaut is
honored to assist the family.
Online guestbook and condolences available at www.thompsonsmithnesbitt.com.
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FebruaryBirthdays
Charles Anthony
Shirley Brookhouser
Bradley Gauvin
Sonny Heinonen
Harper Lampela
James Monday

Cindy Nelson
David Nolan
Morgan Owens
Heidi Parkomaki
Sophia Poff

Stacy Racut
Emma Van Norman
Mary Vidmar
Levi Watson
Caroline Watson

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

22,607
13,816
14,413
10,974
16,106
12,999
11,401
13,850
11,007
10,225
11,016
16,935
The Big

Social Media Views
12/27 146
1/3
36
1/10
43
1/17
56
1/24
46

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

$ 22,607
$ 36,423
$ 50,836
$ 61,810
$ 77,916
$ 90,915
$102,316
$116,166
$127,173
$137,398
$148,414
$165,349

140.0%
108.2%
102.7%
92.2%
94.0%
92.1%
89.3%
89.1%
87.0%
84.8%
83.4%
84.6%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Churchy Word

21,248
14,981
18,347
13,479
14,907
19,346
13,189
13,720
13,759
13,106
7,724
10,064

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

21,248
36,229
54,576
68,055
82,962
102,308
115,498
129,218
142,977
156,083
163,807
173,872

$27,372
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
102.4%
95.6%
101.4%
98.4%
95.7%
100.1%
94.7%
93.3%
92.9%
92.0%
87.5%
85.6%

this month is:

“Dies Cinerum”
Dies cinerum, or “day of ashes,” first appears in the Roman Missal and has become
Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent and is named for the
practice of imposing ashes as a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and
return to God. Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often
mentioned in the Bible. The early Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish
practice as an external mark of penitence.
Adapted from: www.elca.org/worshipfaq
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28
Flowers:
January 17

In Memory of our mother, Joy Dittler

The Family*

In Memory of Michael & Victoria Anthony

Chuck & Kelly Anthony

February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28
Memorial Candle:
February

Opportunities are available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins and flowersto
remember or honor your loved ones.
FLOWERS
Cost is $35 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. Since we aren’t having in person
services, you may call the office to sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the office.
Flowers can be picked up in the office on the Mo
Monday following the date picked.
MEMORIAL CANDLE
Cost (by month) is $5 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. Since we aren’t having
in person services, you may call the office to sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the
th
office.
BULLETINS
Cost is $10 for each Sunday. Due to no in person services, bulletins are not being printed.
You may contact the church office by phone or email: (440) 599
599-8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
*CORRECTION: This sponsorship was incorrectly
correctly listed under Bulletins in the January 2021 ECHO.
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Ash Wednesday services will be broadcast live to listeners’ car radios in the
church parking lot with Pastor Anderson officiating on February 17 at 6:00
p.m.

February 17
6:00 p.m.

Imposition of Ashes will be made at the end of the service under the portico
as cars depart. Pastor Anderson will be giving ashes to individuals on the
driver’s side while a lay person will be on the passenger side. Please plan to
attend and wear a mask when receiving the ashes.

Ministry
Free lunches are offered 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. Enter from the Detroit
Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered to the driver of the
vehicles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.

Our free community dinners will resume on Saturday, February 27. The
menu includes 2 chili dogs, coleslaw, chips and cookies. Those able to bake
cookies for this meal, please contact either Michelle Logan or Stephanie
Patriarco.

YMCA@GSLC
The Ashtabula County YMCA is offering more outreach programming at Good Shepherd.
Check out one or more of the following classes!
LINE DANCING – Thursdays 5 to 6 p.m. beginners; 6 to 7:30 seasoned/intermediate. Social
exercise helps maintain good physical, mental, and emotional health while improving
mobility and memory.
GENTLE YOGA – Fridays 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Release stress through yoga poses and stretches. Calming and
peaceful. Bring a mat.
ENHANCE FITNESS – Class helps those with chronic conditions gain strength, balance, flexibility. (See pg. 10.)
Fitness assessment required. Call Bonnie Konczal at the Y (440) 997-5321 to schedule your assessment.
Outreach classes are free for YMCA members, Silver Sneakers or ReNew Active Members and for those 60 years old and
older. A $5 fee for all other participants. All ages welcome. A short registration form and Covid-19 waiver needed upon
first visit. Masks required upon entry but may be removed during class. Social distancing observed.
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Donations are requested for a Feed Our Vets program offered the last
Saturday of each month. This site is visited by an average of 90-150
veterans who stop in for a variety of items. They are in need of
everything and are VERY grateful. However, below is a list of suggested
items to donate, which can be placed in the barrel in the gathering space.
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, etc.
 hygiene items—soap, shampoo, deodorant, hand soap
 canned goods of any sort—soups, fruit, vegetables
 peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, condiments, cake mixes,
brownie mixes, frosting, jello, pudding & any pasta items

VIDEO RECORDINGS OF SERVICE
Submitted by Janice Boyle 12/23/2020
I have been recording services for 10 plus years faithfully. Many changes
have occurred thru the years, with equipment and the way we are able to get
the services out to everyone. Thank you to all who have recorded the
services, great job!
Doing the actual recording is easy. The computer files of the recordings are
downloaded to YouTube and the Local TV Station. I think someone who
knows more about computers and file sharing would be a better fit than me,
as we need to upgrade that part of it in the future and I don’t feel I am able
to do this.
So, if anyone would like to take on this responsibility it would help the church recordings immensely. Any
questions?You can call me at 440-228-6748. I will train you and be there for you; but as of March 15, 2021, I
am resigning from recording our church services.

Thank you, Janice, for your dedication and years of service to this ministry!
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News & Updates
Our new parish officers have begun their terms. Below are their names and positions.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Pastor ................................................................................................................................................... OPEN
Council President ......................................................................................................................... Mark Lytle
Council Vice President ..............................................................................................................Jennifer Best
Council Secretary ..................................................................................................................... Kay Peterson
Treasurer ..................................................................................................................................... Stacy Racut
Ministry Team Leaders..............................................................................................................Jennifer Best
Pearl Ann Curtis
Financial Team Leader ................................................................................................................. Mark Lytle
Property Team Leader ........................................................................................................................ empty
Council Person At Large ................................................................................................ Shirley Brookhouser

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Pastor .................................................................................................................................................... Open
Treasurer ..................................................................................................................................... Stacy Racut
Accounts Keeper…………………………………………………………………………………………………………Jerry Brookhouser
Financial Secretary ............................................................................................................... Clarissa Murtha
Co-Financial Secretary ...............................................................................................................Linda Hall
Council President ......................................................................................................................... Mark Lytle
Council Vice President ..............................................................................................................Jennifer Best

STANDING COMMITTEES
Abiding Memorial ........................................................................................................................... Pat Haas
Christian Education ............................................................................................................................... Open
Endowment ........................................................................................................................... Church Council
Evangelism ............................................................................................................................ Michelle Logan
Property ................................................................................................................................................ Open
Social Ministry ..................................................................................................................... Pearl Ann Curtis
Co-Chair ............................................................................................................................... Shirley Harco
Worship & Music..................................................................................................................... Faye Lampela

DISCIPLES SERVING

Altar Guild Chair ......................................................................................................................... Ruth Brown
Accounts Keeper .............................................................................................................. Jerry Brookhouser
Financial Secretary ............................................................................................................... Clarissa Murtha
Co-Financial Secretary ...............................................................................................................Linda Hall
Member Care ...................................................................................................................... Katrina Pavolino
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Sunday School Superintendent........................................................................................................ Pending

CALL COMMITTEE
Shirley Brookhouser
Faye Lampela
Michelle Logan
Mark Lytle, Council President
Paul Mechling

Stephanie Newsome
Grace Patriarco
George Peterson, Chair
Richard Tulino

Dear Blood Program Leader,
Thank you very much for your ongoing dedication to the American Red Cross. Every day, I am deeply moved by
the kindness and generosity of spirit you bring to our vital mission. But it's times like these - times of great
uncertainty - that I am truly in awe of your unwavering commitment.
As thousands of blood drives around the nation were cancelled due to the impact of COVID-19, please know that
your drive protected the health and well-being of the most vulnerable among us - including accident victims,
cancer patients, those suffering from chronic illnesses and many others.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for stepping up to help collect and donate lifesaving blood, even as
the circumstances of the coronavirus outbreak often made it difficult to do so.
To express my deepest gratitude for your tremendous service to the Red Cross and to our country, please accept
this Certificate of Outstanding Service and an honorary badge for your social media profiles.
On behalf of those we serve, thank you once again for your tremendous efforts to strengthen and advance our
Red Cross mission during this uniquely challenging time. We look forward to better times ahead, and to our
continued partnership to save lives.
Sincerely,

Gail McGovern
President and CEO
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Committee News
Call Committee
The Holy Spirit guides the entire call process through open and honest prayer, study, and conversation. The goal
is to discern the particular rostered minister the committee should recommend to the congregation for issuing a
call. The Call Committee asks that church council, and all congregation members seek guidance in their prayers
to the Holy Spirit for discernment and guidance in selecting the best candidate to meet our current needs and
present the candidate to the congregation. Serving on a Call Committee is a great opportunity to see how the
local church is vitally connected to the whole church, and to participate in opening a new chapter in the life and
ministry of their church as part of the history of the worldwide Church of Jesus Christ.
Your call committee is made up of some long time members of GSLC that date back to the beginning of the
current church, as well as some members that were there as part of the merger of Grace Lutheran Church and
Faith Lutheran Church. There is a youth representative on the committee, members that have been members of
past church councils, as well as a couple members that have served on past call committees. You have a very
experienced team working on your behalf.
Members of your call committee are: Mark Lytle, Council President (NVM), Paul Mechling(RVM), Shirley
Brookhouser (RVM), Faye Lampela (RVM), Michelle Logan (RVM), Stephanie Newsome (RVM), Richard Tulino
(RVM), Grace Patriarco (Youth Representative and RVM), George Peterson, Committee Chairperson
(NVM/Alternate).
*RVM = Regular Voting Member
*NVM = Non-Voting Member
The Call Committee began meeting at the church on Thursday, October 1, 2020. The first meeting we reviewed
the call process as prescribed by the synod. One of the first tasks is to update the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). It
has been approximately six years since the last one was prepared and we used that as a starting point. Also, we
started to get better acquainted with our fellow Call Committee members. Mark Lytle advised that by the
second or third meeting we should elect a chairperson. During our first meeting we also began the “heavy
lifting” work to revise our MSPwith beneficial feedback from every member. We set a goal to have our revised
MSP completed and submitted by the first part of December. This being an aggressive schedule, we decided we
needed to meet on a weekly basis. At the close of the meeting we set our next meeting time and date.
The call committee held the election to fill the Call Committee Chairperson position at the October 18, 2020
meeting. We set a standing meeting to be held on the same day and time every week. We held one more
meeting and then moved to virtual meetings when the COVID-19 pandemic exploded in Ashtabula County. We
continued the work of “fine tuning” the MSP and contacting references for approval to use their names and
contact information.
At The Call Committee meeting on November 26, 2020, the final draft was approved by a unanimous vote and
forwarded to church council for approval. Church council approved the MSP at a special meeting on December
4, 2020. The MSP was then uploaded to the ELCA website for approval on December 5, 2020. On December 10,
2020, I received an email from Pastor Biermann advising he had not received the recommendation for our
confidential reference, and he had one minor recommendation. After reaching out to the Call Committee, I
made the change and contacted the confidential reference. Pastor Karl approved and posted the MSP on the
website as soon as the reference questionnaire was received on December 12, 2020.
This team was able to accomplish a tremendous amount of work in a short two months’ time. We were, in a
sense, fortunate to have a good start by utilizing the fine work done by the previous Call Committee as a base to
start. The members of your current Call Committee are a small group of dedicated individuals willing to put in
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the effort between meetings, and with God’s help and direction, made it possible to get to this point under less
than perfect conditions (COVID–19 restrictions).
Next steps:

1) Call Committee has not yet been installed during a church service due to COVID-19 restrictions.
(We, along with church council need to decide on an alternative process to install Call
Committee members).*
2) Call Committee will begin meeting (virtually) again right after January 1, 2021 and set up a
reasonable meeting schedule.
3) Pastor Karl Biermann will schedule a virtual meeting with Call Committee to discuss and
practice the interview process.
4) Pastor Karl Biermann will submit a slate of three candidates. (Most likely late Q1 2021.)
5) Call Committee must schedule and meet with all three candidates. If none are selected, a slate
of three more will be submitted once the Call Committee gives feedback regarding all
candidates from the first slate of candidates. The same process is repeated until a candidate is
selected.
*Call Committee installed on January 10, 2021

Be Blessed.
Respectfully Submitted,
George A Peterson
Call Committee Chairman
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Christian Education
Lent is the next season in our church year calendar. It is a time of reflection, renewal, growth and change. It
begins on Ash Wednesday, usually sometime in February, and continues for 40 days until Easter (not counting
Sundays).
Take this time to learn more about God, your relationship with Him, and to others.
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Evangelism
Wow 2020 was a year! I first would like to thank everyone that helped with the Fishes & Loaves Ministry,
whether they bagged cookies, made cookies, cut vegetables, or donated cash and Thrivent cards. We’ve served
over 4,000 meals. What a blessing.
During the months of January and February we will be serving lunches only on Saturdays and our first
community meal will be held on the last Saturday of month, which is February 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. Hopefully we
can begin serving lunches on both Saturdays and Sundays in March. On January 9, our first week back, we served
67 lunches and on January 16 we served 73 lunches. We expect this number to continue to grow as people learn
that we are open again.
Nick’s Closet has also reopened. Nickolas serves an average of 20-25 families each Saturday. We extend a huge
thank you for all the love, support and prayers in 2020 and into the future. We are always in need of hygiene
and cleaning supplies for Nick's Closet. Items can be brought to the church or if you would like to make a cash
donation please just let the office know what the donation is for. A big thank you to Faye Lampela, Judy Barch,
Peggy Harco, and Martha Jane Thompson for the Thrivent cards for the month of January. They have helped us
replenish our supplies.
Gods Peace and Blessings,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism

Worship & Music
Pastor Anderson will be conducting a parking lot service on Ash Wednesday which will be recorded live. The
church will be purchasing a transmitter for parking lot services. Pastor Anderson will be giving ashes to
individuals on the driver’s side while a lay person will be on the passenger side, as cars pull up under the
portico. This might happen after the service so that cars can leave afterwards.
There will also be a Palm Sunday service in the parking lot and people can pick up their palms after the service
under the portico.
There are no plans yet for Easter Sunday, which falls on April 4th this year. Bobbi Boles will be performing for
the Sunday services during Lent with possible vocalists. There will be no Wednesday services for Lent.
In His Service,
Faye Lampela
Chair, Worship & Music
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February 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2

3

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

7
Virtual Services
Available

gslcc.org

8
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

or

14
Youtube:
goodshephe
rdconneaut

15
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

WEDNESDAY

9
6:00
Committees

16

22
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

23

SATURDAY

5

6

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch

10

11

12

13

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:45 Finance

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch
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19

20

Echo Articles Due

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch

25

26

27

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

Ash Wednesday

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00 Service in
Parking Lot
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FRIDAY

4

17

6:00 Council

THURSDAY

24
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:30-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00
Free Dinner

28
Altar Guild: Pearl Ann Curtis, Shirley Harco, Peggy Harco, Phyllis Waid& Heidi Parkomaki

 All in-person worship services are cancelled until further notice.
Please view weekly worship services at the GSLC website
(gslcc.org) and click on the VIRTUAL SERVICES tab.
 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled
until further notice.
 Quilting is cancelled until further notice. Any of the quilters can
come in and take material to work on in their homes.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.
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