Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

APRIL 2021
A Message from the President
Holy Week and Easter
Of all the months of the year, I like the name April the best. It has such a nice sound to it. To me it means spring
is here, at least on a calendar basis. But I have been through enough Aprils to understand why T.S. Eliot wrote,
“April is the cruelest month.” It can tease us with blissful days and then slam us with snow, cold rain, and bitter
winds. Yet I love April because it means northern Ohio is wakening from its winter slumber. After a long winter
of brown and white, the crocuses and daffodils put forth green shoots and then bold and vibrant colors that lift
our spirits. And after a winter when only the raucous sound of the crow is heard, April brings a full range of
melodies from various songbirds. I love April.
April is also the most common time for Easter, accounting for more than 75% of the Easter dates. Easter, or
Resurrection Sunday as Pastor Van De Motter preferred to call it, is our most sacred time of year. It is the whole
reason why Jesus was sent to us by his Father. With Jesus’ resurrection we received a new covenant from God
that we, too, will be resurrected.
Last year the COVID pandemic cancelled in-person Easter services around the world and, until recently, I feared
the same for this Easter. But through the tremendous effort of brilliant scientist around the world, we now have
effective vaccines and therapeutic medications that have sharply reduced the number of infections and fatal
cases. The progress in Ashtabula County has been so good that the Ohio Public Health Advisory System has
downgraded the COVID risk from Level 3, “very high exposure and spread”, to Level 2, “increased exposure and
spread.” This is the same level in which we re-opened the church to in-person worship on May 31st of last year.
Therefore, I am happy to announce we will re-open Good Shepherd to in-person worship for Palm Sunday (10
am), Maundy Thursday (7 pm), and Easter (10 am). We will also broadcast those services live to those in our
parking lots who prefer to remain in their cars.

After Easter we will return to only recorded services until Memorial Day weekend due to our supply pastors not
being available on some of those Sundays. On May 30th we plan to begin our summer schedule of an outdoor
service at 8:30 and an inside service at 10:15.

Call Committee
Much to our pleasant surprise, we now have two ELCA pastors who have expressed an interest in becoming our
next pastor. The call committee has held two practice interview sessions and is prepared to meet with both of
these candidates. No date has been established but the first round of interviews could very well take place in
April. Keep the call committee and the candidates in your prayers.
Higher Education Scholarships
The application for a scholarship to attend an undergraduate college or trade school is available at the church
office. Please get it early because it may take considerable time to fulfill the application requirements.
Completed applications are due by May 28, 2021.
Flower Gardens
In late May we will be planting hundreds of beautiful little flower plants that will grow into a gorgeous display of
God’s creation. We need your help to plant, fertilize, and mulch. No green thumb is required, just the love of
being on your knees, close to God. Contact me at 228-7912.
D-Day Conneaut is a Go
We learned that the D-Day Conneaut organizers have announced the D-Day re-enactment will take place this
year on Friday and Saturday, August 20th& 21st. Good Shepherd will provide parking lot services and a Friday
evening fish dinner. It is a massive effort to make things run smoothly so we will need your help. Please say,
‘Yes.’ More details will be forthcoming in future editions of the ECHO.
Peace to you,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Loaves & Fishes
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times*
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 10:15 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
*No in-person
person services at this time

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
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Council President
Mark Lytle
mdlfm2002@yahoo.com
Office Staff
Stephanie Patriarco, Administrative Assistant
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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A Moment in Faith
By Richard Tulino, a Layman’s Interpretation
He is Risen
A mother was going about her normal day when the phone rang. It was bad news. Her son had
stepped on a land mine and was dead. She was shocked and grief stricken and the people around her
tried to comfort her, but
ut it was no use. Her loss was too great. Her son would never come home.
Three days later her phone rang again and the voice on the other end said, “Mom it’s me. I’m alive.”
She couldn’t believe that the son she mourned for three days was alive. She wa
wass filled with joy. Her
son thought to be dead was alive! We can only imagine what it must have been like for this mother as
her tears of grief and loss turned into tears of joy and happiness.
From Easter Sunday to Pentecost we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. We are
celebrating the fact that someone who really died, really came alive again.
The women who had stood beneath the cross had no doubt that Jesus had died. They heard His last
words, they witnessed His agony and then His deat
death.
h. They helped Joseph of Arimathea get Jesus’
lifeless body down from the cross and carry it to a tomb. They took their last look of Jesus as the stone
was rolled across the entrance of the tomb.
When the women went to the tomb on Sunday morning, they w
were
ere puzzled to see the stone removed
and the tomb empty. Their puzzlement turned to fear when they saw two men (angels) with the
brightest of bright clothing standing in the tomb saying to them, “Why are you looking among the dead
for one who is alive? Hee is not here; He has been raised.” Then with the same joy and happiness of
that mother whose son did not die, these women raced off to tell the disciples what they had seen and
what the angels had told them. “Jesus is alive. He is risen from the dead.”
The Easter season brings a new light on death and its impact on our lives. When the angel told the
women in Jesus’ empty tomb, “You have nothing to fear,” he was talking to all of us. The message tells
us there is hope. The Easter season gives us a ce
certain
rtain and definite future after death. It also brings the
good news that Jesus is Risen. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead has made our own life beyond the
grave certain and true. He is Lord and Master of death. He made it possible for all who trust and
an
believe in Him to have life forever. There is no doubt about this. Heaven is real! Eternal life is real!
Jesus has given us the victory. There is life after life!
So continue to celebrate during the remaining Easter Season that victory. Christ has won the victory
for us over the grave and assures us that death will not hold us down. We all join the Apostle Paul with
this prayer: “Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
He Is Risen Indeed Alleluia!
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AprilBirthdays
Gary Anderson
Renee Cavanaugh
Alfred Gee
Patricia Haas
Jennie Hutchison
Robert Hybert
Martha Lillie

Tim Montagano
Luke Patriarco
Bou Pelton
Julia Pew
Tyler Pew
Tanner Poff
Jim Salo

Amanda Sanford
Carter Sanford
Richard Tulino
Ethan Van Norman
Richard Vidmar
Evan Warren
Karen Yourchak

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2021
OFFERING
INCOME

MONTH
January
February

$
$

10,037
16,125

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

EXPENSE

$ 10,037
$ 26,162

63.0%
80.5%

$ 7,322
$ 7,445

YEAR TO
DATE
$
$

7,322
14,766

$32,841
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
45.5%
45.1%

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone, call Nancy Sackett(440-5933673).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please call the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
(Virtual Service Views)

2/28
3/7
3/14
3/21
3/28

49
40
53

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Adiaphora”

It means simply those things which are neither commanded by Scripture nor
forbidden by Scripture. The idea of adiaphora is that these actions are neutral.
They aren’t sinful because they don’t break any commandments, but–having no
command from God to do them–there is no sin in abstaining from them.
steadfastlutherans.org/2017/11/adiaphora/
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25
Flowers:
April 4

No Flowers

April 11
April 18
April 25
Memorial Candle:
April

Opportunities are available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins and flowers to
remember or honor your loved ones.
FLOWERS
Cost is $35 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. Since we aren’t having in person
services, you may call the office to sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the office.
Flowers can be picked up in the office on the Mo
Monday following the date picked.
MEMORIAL CANDLE
Cost (by month) is $5 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. Since we aren’t having
in person services, you may call the office to sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the
th
office.
BULLETINS
Cost is $10 for each Sunday. Due to no in person services, bulletins are not being printed.
You may contact the church office by phone or email: (440) 599
599-8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
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Ministry
Free lunches are offered 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Enter from
the Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered to the
driver of the vehicles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.

Our free community dinners are held on the last Saturday of the month.
April’s free dinner will be held on April 24th and will include enchiladas, rice
& beans, chips & salsa.Those able to bake cookies for this meal, please
contact either Michelle Logan or Stephanie Patriarco.

Higher Education Scholarships
If you will be attending a college or trade school next fall and are looking
for financial aid, please see the scholarship application on the following
page. There are several criteria you must meet in order to qualify, such as
minimum high school GPA and 50% worship attendance at Good Shepherd.
Don’t delay; apply now! Deadline is May 8, 2021.

Need your garden rototilled this spring?
Just call Joe!
Joe Reed, (440) 812-3231
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Good ShepherdLutheranChurch
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship
Scholarship Eligibility Requirements
1. Applicant must be attending or planning to attend an accredited technical school, community college,
junior college, or a four-year college/university to be eligible to apply. Exceptions for graduate work will
be considered for applicants attending a Lutheran Seminary.
a. Must be a member or a child of a member for at least two years prior to scholarship application,
meeting criteria of membership for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut, Ohio.
b. High school applicants must have at least a 2.8 cumulative grade point average (GPA) for grades 912. Post-high school applicants must have a 2.8 cumulative GPA from a school of higher education
for at least a full scholastic year. If, at the time of application, the cumulative GPA is not available,
the scholarship award will be conditional to a satisfactory GPA report.
c. High school applicants must meet a worship attendance of at least 24 times per year in the 11 th and
12th grades at Good Shepherd.
d. After 1st awarded scholarship, worship attendance at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and/or a
church near the school must be at least 24 times per year.
2. All applicants will be considered on an individual basis
3. No person shall receive more than two scholarships from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mission and
Education Endowment Scholarship. Exceptions will be made for individuals attending a Lutheran
Seminary. (A new application must be submitted for consideration each year.)
4. Applications must be postmarked by the 4th Friday of May (May 28, 2021). Applications will not be
accepted if they are hand carried. Prior recipients must also reapply each year.

Mail Documents to:
Endowment Committee
c/o Mr. Mark Lytle
GoodShepherdLutheranChurch
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
5. The following documents must accompany the application and be dated for the current year:
a. Copy of transcripts
b. Three (3) letters of recommendation

One letter of recommendation from a Good Shepherd member

c. Letter of acceptance to higher learning institution or accredited school
d. Autobiography 1 page only
6. An applicant will be disqualified if: they are awarded a full scholarship to their applied school; if they do
not meet the membership status of Good Shepherd per the congregation’s constitution, and/or for false
statements made on the application.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship
Application Guidelines

1. For consideration of a scholarship award the application must be completed and eligibility requirements
met. (An incomplete application will result in automatic disqualification. This includes previous
recipients.)
2. The close of application will be the 4th Friday of May and scholarship dollars will be announced at a later
date
a. Each application will be rated on its own merit with no preferences shown toward male or female
applicants.
b. Each autobiographical page will be rated for the sincerity of the applicant. This page should include
information about you and your family, your interests, accomplishments and goals. (This is not to be
in resume format)
3. Applicants will be notified of the awarded scholarship after the 2nd Monday of June. If the required
cumulative GPA is not yet available, the scholarship award will be conditional to a satisfactory GPA
report. The committee will also inform applicant on the amount to be received.
4. Scholarships will be presented during worship on the 3 rdSunday of June at the 8:30 or 10:15/11:00
worship service. The applicant or a family member must be present or forfeit the scholarship award. A
check will be written to the scholarship recipient and the school which applicant will attend.
If you have questions contact:

Mark Lytle
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship

Scholarship Application
The following application is for the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mission and Education Endowment
Scholarship. Applicants who meet the attached eligibility requirements are encouraged to apply for
current school year.
If you have questions contact:

Mark Lytle

Upon Completion, please mail to:

Endowment Committee
c/o Mr. Mark Lytle
GoodShepherdLutheranChurch
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030

Section A:
1. Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle Initial
2. Permanent address: ____________________________________________________________________
Street Address
City/State/Zip
County

3. Telephone number: ____________________________________________________________________
Day Time
Night Time
Cell phone
Which number is best to contact you? _____________________
4. Date of Birth: ________/____/__________
5. Are you a U. S. Citizen? ______yes _______no
6. Marital Status: ____________________________
7. Spouse’s name and occupation: __________________________________________________________
8. Do you have legal dependents that get more than half their support from you?
_____yes _____ no
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Section B:
9. What education institution are you currently attending? ______________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________________________________
Street address

City/State/Zip

County

10. What education institution do you plan to attend? ___________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________________________________
Street address
City/State/Zip
County
11. What will be your enrollment status? ________Full-time _______Part-time
12. What will be your degree/certificate? ______________________________________________________
Course of Study? _______________________________________________________________________
13. When do you expect to complete your degree/certificate? _____________________________________
14. What will be your year in school? _____ Freshman ______Sophomore _____ Junior

_____ Senior
Section C:

______ Graduate Student (Seminary)

Actual Expenses
_____________ Per quarter ___________ Per semester
Tuition Fees
Books
Living Expenses
Other (specify)

$_________________
$_________________
$_________________
$_________________

Total Expenses

$_________________

I attest, to the best of my ability, that all information in this application is complete and accurate.

Applicants’ signature

Date

Scholarship Committee use only: This application was postmarked on _______________ and the
application has been reviewed for Scholarship eligibility requirements by:
________________________, ________________________, _______________________,
________________________, ________________________, _______________________.
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Dear Pastors/friends,
So many married couples have been stressed way more than usual during this pandemic, and we know
have a long way to go. Even the latest Readers' Digest referred to "meltdowns" becoming more
common, and a health professional told us he feared more couples would file for divorce once the
pandemic eased up - once they no long have to "hold it together." Let's do our part to avoid that.
Whether your married couples are desperately holding it together, or managing well, a Marriage
Encounter can be a great blessing. If you have never done so, go to www.GodLovesMarriage.org. Have
your questions answered. Have a trusted married couple or two attend in mid-April and then assure
the rest of your congregation that these are an amazing opportunity to get away from the usual, to
focus on the essence of their love for each other and explore the plans that God has for their Christian
marriage. There is always more when we are willing to intentionally love each other.
We are just two weeks away from the April 1st deadline sadly. We need just a handful of couples to say
they are interested. It seems that lethargy has been a side effect of this pandemic (so many people just
not showing up even when worship services were outdoors, for example). Lethargy in marriage is
drifting, and we never drift in the direction we really want to go. Please help by encouraging specific
couples you know to look into this. If they register on the GLM site and the event is canceled after all,
their fee will be returned. The April 16-18 event will be held at the award-winning Comfort Suites,
Hartville, following 6' social distancing and other Ohio requirements. (A "virtual" experience is being
planned for mid June, hosted by our local leaders. The website will have that information added soon.)
May God bless your own Ministry.
In Christ,
David & Jean Fell
Directors, Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Ohio
440-227-8740 or davidjeanfell@hotmail.com
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Donations are requested for Nick’s
Closet
Nick’s
Closet

This ministry provides household and personal hygiene items
(anything except food) for those in need, serving 20-25 families each
Saturday. Items can be brought to the church. Donations of cash or
Thrivent cards are also appreciated; please just indicate what the
donation is for. Suggested items to donate include:
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates,
napkins, Kleenex, etc.
 household items—laundry soap, dryer sheets, cleaning
products
 hygiene items—shampoo, conditioner, body soap, body
wash, deodorant, feminine products, body lotion, combs,
brushes, shaving cream, single blade razors

Spring is Here!
The summer gardening season is fast approaching. If you would like to be
part of the team that plants and mulches our flower gardens around the
church, please call Mark Lytle at (440) 228-7912. It is fun and very rewarding.
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News & Updates
We would like to thank all of our family and friends for all the support we
received on our journey with COVID-19. All the prayers, phone calls,
cards, and food were appreciated. It was heartwarming to us to know that
we are loved by so many people. God walked with us hand in hand as we
traveled this journey. Looking forward to worshiping at Good Shepherd
again. We miss everyone.
God’s Blessings,
Al and Ellen

Committee News
Christian Education
Easter is the oldest festival of the church year. We celebrate when Jesus rose from the dead to bring us new life.
The butterfly is a symbol of the resurrection.
We encourage everyone to decorate the butterfly on the following page and return it to the church office by
4/30/21. We would like to display them and issue gift certificates to those who do!
Jesus Christ is risen, Alleluia!
He is risen indeed!
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Evangelism
We are soooooooo excited because we have just learned that we were accepted into the Country Neighbor
program! Next week we will be setting up our inspection with them. We are hoping to be up and running within
a month.
The benefits of being part of the program are:
 We will have a food pantry on the weekend.
 We will be able to supply up to three days of food to those in need.
 The cost will be very small. (There is a transportation charge of $0.04 per pound of food. What this
means that if we order 750 pounds of food it will cost us $75.00.)
Also we will be listed as a soup kitchen. We will be able to purchase food items for our lunches and dinners with
the same charge of $0.04 per pound.
Being able to purchase food items at such a low cost will free up money that can be used to purchase food
items, non-food items and paper products needed to pack the lunches and dinners as well as items for Nick's
Closet.
This month we were blessed to serve 360 lunches and 100 dinners. Now that the weather is warming up,
numbers are starting to go up.
We would like to share a story with you. A very kind gentleman came into the church office and gave the Fishes
and Loaves Ministry a donation. He told Chris that his mother had been coming on the weekends to receive
lunches. He continued to share that his mother was now residing at the Villa. He was thankful for our program
and wanted to help.
More Good News! Luke Patriarco has joined the video recording team. Thanks Luke! Luke and Nickolas will be
sharing responsibility for the video-taping of our services. It is a blessing to have our young adults stepping up
and helping with the mission of the church.
Serving Christ,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism
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April 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
2

3

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

8

9

10

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

14

15

16

17

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

24

Pavolino, Judy Barch

Maundy
Thursday
7:00 Service

Easter Sunday
10:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

11
Virtual
Service

5

6

7

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

12

13

Good Friday

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00
Committees

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

18
Virtual
Service

19

20

21

22

23

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00 Council

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

25
Virtual
Service

26

27

28

29

30

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

Echo Articles Due

SATURDAY

1
APRIL ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Janelle Cole, Katrina

4

FRIDAY

5:45 Finance

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00 Free
Dinner

 Most in-person worship services are cancelled until further notice.
Please view weekly worship services at the GSLC website
(gslcc.org) and click on the VIRTUAL SERVICES tab or on YouTube
(Good Shepherd Church Conneaut).
 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled
until further notice.
 Quilting is cancelled until further notice. Anyone who would like
to work on quilting at home may contact Shirley Harco.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.
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