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MAY 2021
A Message from the President
Easter Sunday 2021

What a beautiful Easter Sunday we had on April 4th! The weather was perfect but more importantly, we had 72
worshipers in attendance inside the sanctuary and another 25 or so in the parking lot. After about 5 months of
no in-person services we re-opened our doors and the response was wonderful. I think everyone, to a person,
expressed with joy how great it was to gather together in the house of our Lord. We had special music from two
special young ladies, Amelia and Naomi Sanford. I think it had been more than a year since I had seen them and
my how they have grown! I certainly hope we will soon have this COVID pandemic behind us and we will, once
again, have these gatherings every Sunday.

Saturday 11:00 In-Person Services

Ever since early November 2020, except for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, we have closed the church to inperson worship services and have been recording the virtual services on Saturdays. We have not been recording
on Sundays because our supply pastors, Steve Fisher and David Anderson, are also serving Bethany Lutheran in
Ashtabula on some of those Sundays. We will resume Sunday services beginning Memorial Day weekend (May
30th) with an outdoor service at 8:30 and the inside service at 10:15.
With so many people enjoying the inside and parking lot service on Easter, church council has decided to open
the church during the Saturday recording for in-person and parking lot services every Saturday at 11:00 through
May 22nd. It may seem unorthodox to be in worship on a Saturday morning, but why not? I would much rather
attend a live service instead of a virtual service and I hope you do too. I look forward to seeing you there.

Call Committee Update

Last month I reported that the Call Committee would be interviewing two pastoral candidates. Each interview
was conducted using the Zoom video telephony service. The first person has agreed to a second interview, this
time it will be in person. As of this writing, the date has not been established. The second candidate withdrew
his name from consideration because, for personal reasons, he needs to remain in the greater Akron area.
Meanwhile, we will continue the search for additional candidates.

Thank you, Jerry

COVID pandemic or not, maintenance requirements continue within the building. Every day we try to manage
the usage of heat and electricity in our large building. For example, the Ashtabula YMCA is using our building
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday for an Enhanced Fitness and Thursday for Line Dancing. Our modern heat system
allows us to adjust the heat remotely to accommodate people and groups using our building but it takes
someone to operate that program. That someone is Jerry Lampela. In addition, Jerry stepped up to the plate to
fix a leaking outside water spigot and to have a failing heat system motor and pump replaced. When you see
Jerry, thank him for his dedicated services.

Last Call for Scholarship Application

The deadline for having a completed higher education scholarship application submitted to the office is May
28th. The application is available at the church office.

Lawn Mowing Help Wanted

Spring is here and the grass is growing fast. We do our own mowing and we have excellent equipment to do it
well and fast. The church owns a Kubota zero turn mower with a 54” mowing deck that does a great job but it
doesn’t do it by itself. It needs you! If you can spare an hour or so, please contact the office or me. My number
is 228-7912.

Flower Gardens

I have been told many times that Good Shepherd is known in town as the church of flowers. That is a good thing
and I want to keep it that way. You can be part of the garden team. We generally get the majority of the work
(planting and mulching) done in two or three work days. With more help we can make those work days shorter
and you can share the pride of beautifying the corner of Lake and Grove. Call me at 228-7912.
Peace to you,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Loaves & Fishes
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s)
is a group of men
who meet every
Tuesday at 9:00
am for social
time and to work
on the
maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at Ashtabula
County Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org

Worship Times
Saturdays
May 1 – May 22 Service will be at 11:00 am
Sunday, May 30 Outdoors 8:30 am
Indoors 10:15 am
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
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Council President
Mark Lytle
mdlfm2002@yahoo.com

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

Office Staff
Stephanie Patriarco, Administrative Assistant
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
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A Moment in Faith
By Richard Tulino, a Layman’s Interpretation
Jesus says in John 14, “Peace I leave with you. My Peace I give to you, not as the world gives, I give to you. Don’t
let your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful
fearful.”
We need peace don’t we? The world has changed over the years, and life is far more complicated in the 21st
century than
n it has been in the centuries past. Families seemed closer and got by on just one income, and kids
had fun with other kids outside playing rather than insid
inside,
e, watching TV and playing video games alone. Today, it
takes the salary of two people to raise a family. There is never enough time to do all that we want with the
children because we are trying to burn the candle at both ends. In single parent families tthe
he stress is even worse
and there never seems to be enough time or money to do many things. Remember what Jesus says, “My Peace
to you, not as the world gives, I give to you. Don’t let your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful.”
fearful
Wouldn’t it be wonderful
erful to have that kind of peace? Not to be worried! Not to be afraid! Even the kids need
peace. They don’t want to listen to their parents fight. They don’t want to live in an out of control household.
They don’t want other kids to take their things. They don’t want violence at school. Even kids who want a little
excitement also need a little peace.
A teacher gave a group of kids in junior high a project to do. They each were to make a banner out of burlap and
colored felt. They were given a chance to look at a catalog for ideas. The teacher thought many of them would
copy an idea from the catalog, but strangely enough no one did, and out of 20 kids 18 made a banner on the
same theme. Can you guess what it was? Well it was “Peace
“Peace.” That was a popular word with the young at that
time, because many of them had seen their dads and moms go off to serve in the service, and they didn’t want
w
that to happen again. They just wanted “Peace
“Peace.”
It’s a blessing that the peace that Jesus offers is not like the peace that the world gives. Jesus offers a different
kind of peace. He doesn’t draw a line in the sand to keep us apart. He draws a circle to bring us all together. The
New Testament says that Jesus “has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.”
us
(Ephesians2:14). In Galatians 3:28 it says: “There
There is neither Jew or Greek, there is neither slave or free, there is
neither male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Jesus.” That really works you know! It really works among
people who love Jesus. We become brothers and sisters in Christ, and we have a fellowship that we could not
have imagined outside of Christ.
In John 14:23-29
29 there is even more to the peace that Jesus gives. Jesus talks about sending the Holy Spirt to live
among us, to dwell within us. And so we have peace within ourselves, because God is with us. That gives us
confidence. What Paul says, “If God is for us, who is against us.” What this means is, if God is for us, it doesn’t
matter who is against us. If God is for us, we will prevail! That doesn’t mean that we won’t suffer. It doesn’t
mean that we will not die. It does mean that we will prevail, both in this world and in the next. In this world, our
sacrifices for Christ will bear fruit. In the next world, our sacrifices for Christ will be rewarded in ways we can’t
begin to imagine. The Lord will bless us beyond blessing. Finally Jesus says, “If anyone lo
loves
ves me, he will keep my
word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make our home with him
him.” What does it mean to
keep Jesus’ word? The most important answer to that question is that keeping Jesus’ word means loving one
another. Jesus says in John13, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.”
another In John 15
Jesus says, “This is my commandment, that you love one another
another.” In obeying Jesus’ commandment to love one
another, we will help each other to experience the peace of Ch
Christ.
rist. Our love will make life a little easier, more
pleasant, more secure, and a bit more peaceful for the person whom we love. In the Beatitudes, Jesus says,
“Blessed are the peacemakers,” but I believe that in the Gospel of John, we are called to be peace
pea givers. Ask
yourselves what have you done recently to help Christ bring peace on earth and what will you do in the days
that lay ahead?
Gods’ Blessings
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Marsha S. Taylor

October 31, 1948–Marsh 24, 2021
Marsha S. Taylor, age 72, entered the church triumphant Wednesday, March 24th. She was born
October 31, 1948, in Conneaut, Ohio, the daughter of Richard & Mona (Ward) Taylor.
Marsha belonged to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, which was very important to her and it nurtured
her very strong faith. You could count upon seeing Marsha at every worship service either as a longtime member of the adult choir (where she was affectionately called “whispers”) or in the pews. She
enjoyed attending adult Bible studies and most every function in the church. She was excited to see
God’s mission grow. She was a participant in the church’s quilting group where she cut many a
square. Marsha was also very dedicated to helping organize volunteer ringers for the Salvation Army
Christmas kettle drive and she assisted the Red Cross Blood Drive when it was in the county. While a
resident of Lake Pointe she was involved with their activities and ran their Snak Shak.
Survivors include her daughter, Kathryn (Michael) Warner; sisters, Chris (Lou) Murtha and Laura Taylor;
brother, Raymond (Vickie) Taylor; and numerous nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents and a brother Richard Taylor, Jr.
No services will be held at this time. A Memorial service will be held at a later date at the church.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
The arrangements have been entrusted to the Marcy Funeral Home & Cremation Center, 208 Liberty
St., Conneaut.
To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Marsha, please visit the Marcy Funeral
Home floral store.
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MayBirthdays
Ruth Brown
James Bryant
Susan Combs
Marci Deemer
Don Dildine
Laura Gustafson
Nancy Guthrie
Linda Hall

Thaddaeus Huya
Richard Kantola
Janet Maenpaa
Joanne Mechling
Michael Nelson
Benjamin Owens
Grace Patriarco
Kay Peterson

Kayden Poff
Vina Sanford
Naomi Sanford
Jenna Thompson
Anthony Todaro
David Uthe
Ernest Waid

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF MARCH 31, 2021
OFFERING
INCOME

MONTH
January
February
March

$
$
$

10,037
16,125
13,387

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

EXPENSE

$ 10,037
$ 26,162
$ 39,549

63.0%
80.5%
81.3%

$ 7,322
$ 7,445
$ 11,194

YEAR TO
DATE
$
$
$

7,322
14,766
25,961

$33,046
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
45.5%
45.1%
54.0%

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone, call Nancy Sackett (440-5933673).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please call the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
(Virtual Service Views)

3/28
4/4*
4/11
4/18

36
26
28
30

*97 in person

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Eschatology”

Eschatology is the study of theories about the end times. Good eschatology helps
make sense of the present in light of what we know about how God wants things to
end. Bad eschatology reads the Bible’s verses as if they were tea leaves, trying to
learn from them what Jesus says no one knows except God—when it will happen,
who will be saved.
Adapted from: Jacobson, R.A., Editor, {Crazy Talk}: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms,
p. 58, Augsburg Books, (2008), Minneapolis.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30
Flowers:
May 2
May 9

In Memory of Our Mom, Joy Dittler

Family

May 16
May 23
May 30
Memorial Candle:
May

Opportunities are available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins and flowers to
remember or honor your loved ones.
FLOWERS
Cost is $35 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. Since we aren’t having in person services,
you may call the office to sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the office. Flowers can be picked
up in the office on the Monday
nday following the date picked.

MEMORIAL CANDLE
Cost (by month) is $5 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. Since we aren’t having in
person services, you may call the office to sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the office.

BULLETINS
Cost is $10 for each Sunday.. Due to no in person services, bulletins are not being printed.
You may contact the church office by phone or email: (440) 599
599-8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
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Ministry
Free lunches are offered 11:00 a.m.-12:30
12:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Enter from
the Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered to the
driver of the vehicles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.

Our free community dinners are held on the last Saturday of
the month. May’s
’s free dinner will be held on May 29th and will
Shepherd’s pie, salad and dessert. Those able to bake cookies
for this meal, please contact either Michelle Logan or
Stephanie Patriarco.

BLOOD DRIVE

Wednesday, May 26, 1 —6 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
Contact Stephanie for more information
(440) 599-8908
Due to COVID19, the blood drive cannot accept walk
walk-ins for donations. Registering on line is best, via their
website: www.redcrossblood.org. Those unable to register on line may call the church office, (440) 599-8908,
on Mondays from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and Stephanie will help them register.
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Dear Friends,
For many couples the pandemic has put a great deal of stress on their marriage, so
now is the perfect time to sign up for a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend
designed to strengthen and enrich your marriage. Please consider taking this
opportunity to celebrate your special relationship while learning unique insights
and tools to improve intimate communication.
Scholarship funds are available for those in need, but having this amazing experience packaged in a
"virtual" format allows us to charge just $100, unlike when we hold them in hotels. Please go ASAP
towww.GodLovesMarriage.orgto register.
We look forward to helping protect and enhance marriages within your community.
In His service,
David & Jean Fell
Lay Execs
Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Ohio
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Need your garden rototilled this spring?
Just call Joe!
Joe Reed, (440) 812-3231
Higher Education Scholarships
Deadline: May 28
If you will be attending a college or trade school next fall and are looking for
financial aid, please see the scholarship applicationbelow. There are several
criteria you must meet in order to qualify, such as minimum high school GPA and
50% worship attendance at Good Shepherd. Don’t delay; apply now!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship
Application Guidelines
1. For consideration of a scholarship award the application must be completed and eligibility requirements
met. (An incomplete application will result in automatic disqualification. This includes previous
recipients.)
2. The close of application will be the 4th Friday of May and scholarship dollars will be announced at a later
date
a. Each application will be rated on its own merit with no preferences shown toward male or female
applicants.
b. Each autobiographical page will be rated for the sincerity of the applicant. This page should include
information about you and your family, your interests, accomplishments and goals. (This is not to be
in resume format)
3. Applicants will be notified of the awarded scholarship after the 2nd Monday of June. If the required
cumulative GPA is not yet available, the scholarship award will be conditional to a satisfactory GPA
report. The committee will also inform applicant on the amount to be received.
4. Scholarships will be presented during worship on the 3 rdSunday of June at the 8:30 or 10:15/11:00
worship service. The applicant or a family member must be present or forfeit the scholarship award. A
check will be written to the scholarship recipient and the school which applicant will attend.
If you have questions contact:

Mark Lytle
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Good ShepherdLutheranChurch
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship
Scholarship Eligibility Requirements
1. Applicant must be attending or planning to attend an accredited technical school, community college,
junior college, or a four-year college/university to be eligible to apply. Exceptions for graduate work will
be considered for applicants attending a Lutheran Seminary.
a. Must be a member or a child of a member for at least two years prior to scholarship application,
meeting criteria of membership for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut, Ohio.
b. High school applicants must have at least a 2.8 cumulative grade point average (GPA) for grades 912. Post-high school applicants must have a 2.8 cumulative GPA from a school of higher education
for at least a full scholastic year. If, at the time of application, the cumulative GPA is not available,
the scholarship award will be conditional to a satisfactory GPA report.
c. High school applicants must meet a worship attendance of at least 24 times per year in the 11 th and
12th grades at Good Shepherd.
d. After 1st awarded scholarship, worship attendance at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and/or a
church near the school must be at least 24 times per year.
2. All applicants will be considered on an individual basis
3. No person shall receive more than two scholarships from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mission and
Education Endowment Scholarship. Exceptions will be made for individuals attending a Lutheran
Seminary. (A new application must be submitted for consideration each year.)
4. Applications must be postmarked by the 4th Friday of May (May 28, 2021). Applications will not be
accepted if they are hand carried. Prior recipients must also reapply each year.

Mail Documents to:
Endowment Committee
c/o Mr. Mark Lytle
GoodShepherdLutheranChurch
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
5. The following documents must accompany the application and be dated for the current year:
a. Copy of transcripts
b. Three (3) letters of recommendation

One letter of recommendation from a Good Shepherd member

c. Letter of acceptance to higher learning institution or accredited school
d. Autobiography 1 page only
6. An applicant will be disqualified if: they are awarded a full scholarship to their applied school; if they do
not meet the membership status of Good Shepherd per the congregation’s constitution, and/or for false
statements made on the application.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Mission and Education Endowment Scholarship

Scholarship Application
The following application is for the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mission and Education Endowment
Scholarship. Applicants who meet the attached eligibility requirements are encouraged to apply for
current school year.
If you have questions contact:

Mark Lytle

Upon Completion, please mail to:

Endowment Committee
c/o Mr. Mark Lytle
GoodShepherdLutheranChurch
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030

Section A:
1. Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle Initial

2. Permanent address: ____________________________________________________________________
Street Address
City/State/Zip
County
3. Telephone number: ____________________________________________________________________
Day Time
Night Time
Cell phone
Which number is best to contact you? _____________________
4. Date of Birth: ________/____/__________
5. Are you a U. S. Citizen? ______yes _______no
6. Marital Status: ____________________________
7. Spouse’s name and occupation: __________________________________________________________
8. Do you have legal dependents that get more than half their support from you?
_____yes _____ no
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Section B:
9. What education institution are you currently attending? ______________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________________________________
Street address

City/State/Zip

County

10. What education institution do you plan to attend? ___________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________________________________
Street address
City/State/Zip
County
11. What will be your enrollment status? ________Full-time _______Part-time
12. What will be your degree/certificate? ______________________________________________________
Course of Study? _______________________________________________________________________
13. When do you expect to complete your degree/certificate? _____________________________________
14. What will be your year in school? _____ Freshman ______Sophomore _____ Junior

_____ Senior
Section C:

______ Graduate Student (Seminary)

Actual Expenses
_____________ Per quarter ___________ Per semester
Tuition Fees
Books
Living Expenses
Other (specify)

$_________________
$_________________
$_________________
$_________________

Total Expenses

$_________________

I attest, to the best of my ability, that all information in this application is complete and accurate.

Applicants’ signature

Date

Scholarship Committee use only: This application was postmarked on _______________ and the
application has been reviewed for Scholarship eligibility requirements by:
________________________, ________________________, _______________________,
________________________,

________________________, _______________________.
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Donations are requested for Nick’s Closet

Nick’s
Closet

This ministry provides household and personal hygiene items (anything
except food) for those in need, serving 20-25
25 families each Saturday.
Items can be brought to the church.. Donations of cash or Thrivent cards
are also appreciated; please just indicate what
hat the donation is for.
Suggested items to donate include:
 paper products—toilet
toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates,
napkins, Kleenex, etc.
 household items—laundry
laundry soap, dryer sheets, cleaning products
 hygiene items—shampoo,
shampoo, conditioner, body soap, body wash,
w
deodorant, feminine products, body lotion, combs, brushes,
shaving cream, single blade razors

As we enter into summer we will need volunteers to help
make the lunches and the once a month dinners for the
Loaves & Fishes Ministry.
Volunteers are needed who can help when one of the full
time volunteers needs time off. Please see the Evangelism
Committee report on p. 20 for details, and if you would like
even more information or can join our team please contact
Michelle at (440) 265-8727.

Conneaut Human
Resources Center

Ministry

The Conneaut Human Resources Center is in need of volunteers to
help pack lunches during the summer. If you would like more
information on how to volunteer, please contact the Center and ask
for Ryan, (440) 593-5273 ext. 301.

Traditionally we celebrate mothers and fathers during the
months of May and June. Perhaps you know of a senior in
the community who would benefit from a hot meal
compliments of the Villa at the Lake? Please contact
Deanna Fleischmann at (440)-593-7580.
7580.
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Spring is Here!
The summer gardening season is fast approaching. If you would like to be part of
the team that plants and mulches our flower gardens around the church, please call
Mark Lytle at (440) 228-7912. It is fun and very rewarding.

Garden Project
I come to the garden alone . . .
A garden is a great place to connect with nature and work with your hands. It’s been proven to be very
therapeutic and even more important it’s a great opportunity to talk and reconnect with God.
Not just individuals, but family groups are welcome to come and work side by side safely. However we are
looking for at least 7 core people to take turns helping and coordinating our garden needs throughout the year.
Our goal is to provide fresh vegetables for everyone involved or in need—the shut-ins and for our Food Pantry
right here in Conneaut.
We can’t do it alone. Volunteers are needed to pitch in and get started around May 1st. All of the brush, mulch,
straw etc. has to be cleaned up and the soil needs raked before we can even begin to work the soil.
THERE WILL BE NEW THINGS TO LEARN AND TRY THIS YEAR!
We are looking to have elevated gardens for our seniors. If anyone has 5 gallon containers they aren’t using
please consider donating them for the potted plants. We will be learning about Straw Bale gardening from
Shane Brown. This will be scheduled on a weekend so more people can attend. Also we will be contacting the
Vice President of Council, Jennifer Best, for the possibility of creating a Garden Facebook page for an easier way
to coordinate and talk about the community garden.
For any questions please contact Jimmy Fuller at 440-964-6443 (leave a message if you get the answering
machine and I will call you back) or call the church office for more information.

Jim Fuller
Garden Project
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News & Updates

Dear friends,
I wanted to thank the many members of the congregation who have assisted me
with my cancer journey this past year. The many prayers, cards, meals and other supports
have been a great blessing during this past year. I have com
completed the initial
year of treatment that included chemotherapy, surgery and radiation
treatments. I am currently taking oral chemotherapy that will last for 3
more months and then will enter a clinical study for an
immunotherapy drug. The doctors do not see any evidence of cancer
thanks to the prayers that have covered me.
Thank you for your prayers and support!
Amy Gallagher

Thee following note (authored sometime pre
pre-COVID) was found in Marsha Taylor’s little notebook.
notebook She was
loved as much by all of us as she loved GSLC.

My Dear Church Family,
Thank you for making my months and days fly by. God has given me joy and comfort as each
passing week and holiday goes by. My siblings have kept me stocked with visits and fun. My
church family keeps me caught up with news and the changes going on. Pastor comes to bring us
communion once a month. Cheerful faces and notes keep me lifted up. The Echo and bulletins keep
me up to date week to week. Reading the pages, I can sing along with the services. My voice
voi is
still hard to hear but I keep myself heard when I have something to say.
The time around here (Lake Pointe) gets used up so much. I feel blessed to talk to the different
folk that live here. I’m sure this is my purpose to talk to others and show the spirit of God in my
everyday life.
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Committee News
Call Committee
The Call Committee has been very busy the last couple of months. We have developed a series of interview
questions and have been through two practice interviews and two interviews with candidates for our current
pastoral vacancy.
One of our practice interviews was internal with a member of our committee as the acting candidate. The other
was with a current pastor of a congregation within the Northeastern Ohio Synod, Pastor Eric Edwards. Pastor
Edwards was a tremendous help to us and allowed us to better streamline our interview process. When we
went into the actual interviews we truly believed we were ready. We discovered after the first interview we
needed a little more adjustment and made these corrections very quickly and the next interview was
significantly more effective and quicker. Both candidates were very strong in their faith and each had strengths
they could bring to Good Shepherd.
The first candidate, unfortunately, withdrew his name from candidacy after discernment. There was some
question in our minds regarding his ability to commit to residency in Conneaut due to his family commitments to
the area where he is currently residing, approximately 40 minutes away. In the last week this candidate has
shown some interest in continuing a discussion. I had a follow up discussion with him last week and we agreed
to talk again this week.
Our second candidate was also a relocation concern; he currently lives approximately a two hour drive from
Conneaut. During the interview there were some comments he made that gave us some concern on relocation.
We made a follow-up call to clarify this concern along with a couple of follow-up questions. It was during this
follow-up call it was discovered he has some restriction that would preclude him from moving closer to the
Conneaut area. After this call he came to the conclusion he would not be able to serve our congregation
effectively from so far away so he too withdrew his name from consideration to a call at GSLC.
After two interviews the subject of concern regarding residency has come up twice. In our Ministry Site Profile
under Mutual Expectations we write: “Become familiar and build a positive relationship with the congregation
and community of Conneaut.” Our expectation in this statement was they would live in Conneaut or at least in
very close proximity to Conneaut. We had only one lead pastor since Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Conneaut was founded live outside Conneaut city limits and he was approximately 6 miles from the church.
To this point we want to be clear we understand your expectations so we do not travel down the path with a
good candidate only to have the issue of relocation become a road block when presenting a candidate to you.
We sent each of you a simple survey we would like you to return no later than April 30, 2021. Your help and
guidance in this concern is greatly appreciated.
Early survey results from those that have participated via the internet indicate there is a significant number that
feel the new pastor needs to live in close proximity to our church. We are compiling the results as they come in
so please get your survey in as quickly as possible we truly need your help.
We ask you to continue to pray for us and our church that we continue to have patience and, more importantly,
faith in God’s guidance as we wait for Him to send to us our next pastor in the timing only He knows is right for
us.
God’s Peace,
George A Peterson
Call Committee Chairman
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Evangelism
We had another successful month! We have served 450 lunches and 120 dinners in the past month, and we see
more people coming out as the weather continues to improve.
It has almost been a year since we started our new ministry, Loaves & Fishes, and the support from the church
congregation and the community has been wonderful. As we enter into summer we are in need of volunteers to
help make the lunches and the once a month dinners. We need volunteers that would be willing to help when
one of the full time volunteers needs time off. If you would like more information or would like to join our team
please contact Michelle at (440) 265-8727.
Nick's Closest continues to be much needed in our community. We are ways in need of donations. If 10 people
would purchase 10 hygiene or cleaning items from the dollar store, we could stock the closet for two weeks.
Donations from 20 people would stock the closet for almost a month. The items that we need are:
Laundry soap, dryer sheets, floor cleaner, toilet cleaner, dish soap, men's and women’s
shampoo, men’s and women’s deodorant, bath soap, hand soap, Kleenex, paper towels,
toothpaste, disinfectant spray, sanitary pads, Q-tips, shaving cream, razors.
We are having our inspection by Country Neighbor on April 30, which had to be moved from the 23rd. Once they
sign off, we can start ordering products. We are looking to open the weekend food pantry mid-May. There are
volunteer opportunities for the food pantry as well.
The menu for May’s free dinner will be Shepherd’s pie, salad and dessert. We would like to thank all of you for
your continued support.
Also, the Human Resource Center is in need of volunteers to help pack lunches during the summer. If you would
like more information on how to volunteer, please contact the Conneaut Human Resource Center and ask for
Ryan.
Blessings to all,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism
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Social Ministry
There has always been a lull for Social Ministry after Advent and before Lent, but 2020 created the longest and
worse lull that we have ever experienced. COVID-19 arrived just in time to shut us down during that period and
even longer. We did experience a brief hiatus during the summer and worshipped on the lawn at 8:30 on Sunday
mornings and indoors at 10:15. That was very short lived. Back to online, impersonal worship. We agree it is
better than not worshipping at all.
Our plans were erased in lieu of social distancing, wearing a mask and staying home once again. So Social
Ministry did nothing because there was no visiting shut-ins, no bingo, no meetings, no chatting over coffee.
Nothing going on. Advent arrived and we were still doing all of the nothing and have lots of time to concentrate
on our Christmas families. We only took eight families this year because our financial status was kind of shaky.
We didn’t start as early because there was no organized HALO in Conneaut this year. We discussed what to do
and decided to put out a call to Church members, friends and the Evangelism team to look for some folks in
need. There were several to choose from; the virus has affected so many.
We had some Thrivent cards and some generous church members help us out greatly. Thank you all so very
much. It’s true—Our God is an awesome God. We received a lot of “pennies from heaven.” Martha Jane
Thompson did our shopping online and we watched the grocery ads and did very well. Now, as we’re through
the Advent season we will continue to try to be safe and get through this pandemic; there are shots on the
horizon.
Let us all pray for a better 2021. To all of you that have had COVID-19, know that you are in our prayers.
God's Blessing to all,
The Social Ministry Team
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May 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

MAY ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam Deemer, Betty Monday, Robin Bryant

2

3

Virtual Service
10:30 Enhance
Available
Fitness
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

9

10

Virtual Service
Available
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

16

17

Virtual Service
Available
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

23

24

Virtual Service
Available
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

30

8:30 Outdoor
10:15 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

4

5

6

7

10:30 Enhance
Fitness
6:00 TOPS

5:00 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

11

12

13

14

15

6:00
Committees

10:30 Enhance
Fitness
6:00 TOPS

5:00 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

18

19

20

22

6:00 Council

Echo Articles Due

21

10:30 Enhance
Fitness
6:00 TOPS

26

25

6:00 Finance

10:30 Enhance
Fitness
6:00 TOPS

8

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

27

28

29

5:00 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

5:00 Line
Dancing

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00 Free
Dinner

31
10:30 Enhance
Fitness







All in-person worship services are cancelled until further notice. Please
view weekly worship services at the GSLC website (gslcc.org) and click on
the VIRTUAL SERVICES tab or on YouTube (Good Shepherd Church
Conneaut).
All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled until
further notice.
Quilting is cancelled until further notice. Anyone who would like to work
on quilting at home may contact Shirley Harco.
3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.
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