Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

JULY 2021
A Message from the President
Call Committee Update
There have been no new developments in the search for our next pastor. There are several reasons for this.
First, plain and simple, there are fewer men and women going into the ministry. The number of seminary
graduates from the various Lutheran seminaries has been declining but there are several churches, such as ours,
that have pastoral vacancies. Earlier this year, Rev. Karl Biermann, assistant to the bishop of the NE Ohio Synod,
told us there were at least 12 congregations in this synod searching for a pastor. The combination of fewer
graduates and a high number of vacancies has resulted in a critical shortage of pastors. Another reason is that
many established pastors have remained committed to the congregations they are currently serving during the
COVID pandemic. Now that we are making significant progress against the COVID infections, perhaps more
pastors will be open to a new call. A third reason is there has been a changing of the guard at the NE Ohio Synod
office. Bishop Allende retired and a new bishop, Rev. Dr. Laura Barbins, has been installed. Plus, Rev. Karl
Biermann has resigned his position as assistant to the bishop to accept a new position. His replacement’s first
day was June 21st. These disruptions may have had an effect on our search but I trust the synod office will be
soon be working at full capacity to serve all the needs of its congregations.
Meanwhile, we have been blessed to have two outstanding supply pastors, Rev. Steve Fisher and Rev. Dave
Anderson. Both of them have been excellent in the way they present the Word of God.
No Vacation Bible School in 2021
For the second year in a row, COVID has forced the suspension of our VBS program. For as long as I can
remember Good Shepherd has held a week long VBS in the summer. In recent years we collaborated with St.
Francis Cabrini, now known as Corpus Christi, to have a joint VBS with our Roman Catholic friends. That program
was quite popular and successful. However, Corpus Christi has decided not to offer VBS this year but fully
expects to resume it in 2022 and they welcome the prospect of working with us again. Let us hope and pray that
we continue to make giant strides against the COVID virus and that all people will be safe from it.
Stewardship
If you would have told me a year and a half ago that a great pandemic would strike the world and force the close
of our worship services and reduce the attendance when we re-opened to less than half of the pre-COVID
average, I would have concluded that we would be in a serious financial hardship. But that is not the case!
Today our finances are secure and stable. As of May 31 st our year-to-date offerings are $18,421 greater than our
expenses. I and the entire church council thank you for your faithful stewardship. Of course, a big reason for
the budget surplus is the absence of some of the expenses associated with a full-time pastor. We have been
expensing the equivalent of Pastor Van De Motter’s salary and payroll taxes and setting it aside into a ‘Reserve

Account’ but not the medical and retirement benefits, auto expense, and housing allowance. Another factor in
the reduced expenses is that our office staff has cut their hours nearly in half because of the reduced workload.
However, when we do have a full-time pastor again, all of those expenses will return. So, I encourage you to
return to our 8:30 or 10:30 worship services and to remain steadfast in your stewardship.
D-Day Fish Fry
The D-Day Conneaut committee has decided to resume the D-Day re-enactment after a one-year absence. It will
begin on Thursday, August 19th and continue through Saturday the 21st. However, it will be a scaled down
version. Good Shepherd will again be providing a fish dinner but it will be drive through only. There will not be
dining inside Fellowship Hall because there were not enough volunteers to prepare all the food, serve patrons,
and clean up. More details will be forthcoming in the August ECHO.
National Child Safety Council / Safetypup Program
Church council decided to support the NCSC Safetypup program, which benefits local Conneaut youngsters in
grades K-5, with a $150 donation. The Conneaut Police Department administers this program in Conneaut by
providing NCSC child safety and drug educational materials. Our $150 will provide materials to 50 Conneaut
children.
Good Shepherd Scholarship Awarded to Jasmine Steighner
Jasmine Steighner graduated from Edgewood High School and will continue her education as a political science
student at Cleveland State. Jasmine applied for and met all the requirements of our scholarship program and we
happily awarded her $1,500, payable directly to Cleveland State. This scholarship is funded from our Mission
and Education endowment fund. Congratulations to Jasmine for a well-deserved honor!
Stephanie Patriarco Resignation
Stephanie Patriarco has submitted her letter of resignation as Good Shepherd’s administrative assistant effective
July 6, 2021. She was hired in 2017 and trained by retiring administrative assistant Shirley Brookhouser. We
thank Stephanie for her years of faithful dedication and service and wish her success and fulfilment in her future
endeavors.
Office Hours Change
Chris Murtha, office secretary, has agreed to temporarily assume the duties of the administrative assistant. This
will require her to be in the office Monday through Thursday instead of just Wednesday and Thursday.
Accordingly, she has requested a shorter workday and council has agreed. The new office hours will be Monday
- Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Because Chris is taking on these extra responsibilities, council decided not to
search for a new administrative assistant until a new pastor is onboard. Council believes the new pastor should
be part of that selection process.
God’s peace to you,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Loaves & Fishes
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s) is a
group of men who
meet every Tuesday
at 9:00 am for social
time and to work on
the maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at
Ashtabula County
Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 10:30 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 2:00
:00 pm
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Council President
Mark Lytle
mdlfm2002@yahoo.com
Office Staff
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO
HO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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A Moment in Faith
By Richard Tulino, a Layman’s Interpretation
Let me start by telling you that there will be a lot of questions in this article. I will start by asking you this, Has
God ever helped you? And has God ever done anything nice for you?
God’s help comes in many ways. I came across this story about a man who told how his daughter Bethany was
saved by a dream. It wasn’t his daughter’s dream but it was her friend Jody’s dream. There were four
f
girls on a
vacation; Jody dreamed that they were in a bad accident. In her dream, Jody was the only one wearing a
seatbelt, and she was the only one who survived.
Jody told her friends about the dream, and they responded by fastening their seatbelts. Later
L
that day, the car
they were riding in lost a wheel and went out of control and ended up in the median strip rolling over several
times. None of the girls were seriously injured. The investigating officer said, “If they hadn’t had their belts on
the outcome
tcome would have been a lot different.”
Has God ever given you a message in a dream? I haven’t had dreams quite that dramatic, but I have often gone
to bed after struggling with some sort of problem, and have awakened in the middle of the night with the
solution---clear as a bell.
Where do those inspirations come from? Freud would say that it’s our unconscious mind at work. He would say
that our unconscious mind, working in the background, can solve problems that have proven too much for our
conscious mind to solve.
That might be so, Freud might be right, but I believe that something else is at work too. I believe that God is at
work. Whether God is solving problems through our unconscious mind or is inspiring us more directly, I believe
that God often doess for us what, we can’t do on our own
own—and
and that includes solutions that appear to us in the
middle of the night.
Has God ever helped you in some other way? Is it possible that God has helped you and you didn’t notice?
Sometimes God has helped us and we call it Coincidence. The definition of Coincidence is, “The occurrence of
events that happen at the same time by accident but seem to have a connection.”
Events that “seem to have some connection.” Did you ever experience events that seemed to have some
connection?
ction? Did you ever need something and suddenly find it? When that happens, consider the possibility
that God was working quietly in your life!
The truth is that we are far more likely to take God seriously when we are in trouble, than when we are not. We
often fail to consider the possibility that God is behind the happy coincidences of our lives.
Do you ever thank God for happy coincidences? Give that some thought. You have all experienced happy
coincidences in the past, and you will experience them in the future. Most of these happy coincidences seem
small. The next time you experience one, take time to reflect on it. What if it hadn’t happened? How would your
life be different?
Sometimes our small blessings aren’t really small. Sometimes our coinciden
coincidences
ces aren’t really coincidences.
Sometimes they are God working behind the scenes. Say a prayer! Thank God for helping you! Thank God for
keeping an eye on you!
I started with the two questions. Has God ever helped you? Has God ever done anything really nice
nic for you? If
he did, did
id you notice? Did you say thank you? Did you grow in faith? Did being a recipient of Gods’ favor make
a difference in your life?
God’s Blessings!
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JulyBirthdays
Janet Antila
Addison Beagle
Virginia Black
Jerry Brookhouser
Rachelle Douglas
Emilee Esposito
Anthony Gauvin

Julie Kantola
Mike Malys, Jr.
Timothy Moga
Mary Lou Moisio
Mildred Niinisto
Ken Pew
Payton Poff

Amelia Sanford
Grace Todaro
Brandon Vidmar
Aiden Vidmar
Kenneth Woodring

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF MAY 31, 2021
OFFERING
INCOME

MONTH
January
February
March

$
$
$
$
$

April
May

10,037
16,125
13,387
11,288
9,665

YTD
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$

10,037
26,162
39,549
50,837
60,502

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

63.0%
80.5%
81.3%
77.3%
74.4%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$
$

7,322
7,445
11,194
9,566
6,554

$
$
$
$
$

7,322
14,766
25,961
35,527
42,081

$32,914
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
45.5%
45.1%
54.0%
56.3%
49.8%

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone, call Nancy Sackett (440-2652477).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please call the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
(In-person/Virtual Service Views*)

6/6
6/13
6/27

60
76
61

*View numbers are unofficial

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Transcendence”

Transcendence is a theological term that, when referring to the Christian God,
states that God is outside of the universe and is independent of it and its
properties. God is “other,” “different” from His creation. He is independent and
different from His creatures (Isaiah 55:8-9). He transcends His creation. He is
beyond it and not limited by it or to it.
https://carm.org/dictionary/transcendence/
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
Flowers:
July 4

In Memory of Mary Lou Burlingham

The Burlingham Family

In Memory of Bob Miller
Miller, wonderful husband,
father, grandfather & great
great-grandfather

We miss you!

July 11
July 18
July 25
Memorial Candle:
July

Opportunities are available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins and flowers to
remember or honor your loved ones.
FLOWERS
Cost is $35 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You may also call the office to sign up for a
certain Sunday and mail your check to the office. Flowers can be picked up after the 10:30 service or in the
office on the Monday following the date picked.

MEMORIAL CANDLE
Cost (by month) is $5 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You
ou may also call the office to
sign up for a certain month and mail your check to the office.

BULLETINS
Cost is $10 for each Sunday.
You may contact the church office by phone or email: (440) 599-8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
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Ministry
Free lunches are offered 11:00 a.m.-12:30
12:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Enter from
the Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered to the
driver of the vehicles.
cles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.

Our free community dinners are held on the last Saturday of
the month. July’s
’s free dinner will be held on July 31. The menu
includes a cold plate consisting of tuna and chicken salad,
salad
potato salad, and a pasta salad on a bed of lettuce and
tomatoes.Those
Those able to bake cookies for this meal, please
contact Michelle Logan.

BLOOD DRIVE

Wednesday, July 28, 1 — 6 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
Contact the office for more information
(440) 599-8908
Due to COVID19, the blood drive cannot accept walk
walk-ins for donations. Registering on line is best, via their
website: www.redcrossblood.org.
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Donations are requested for Nick’s Closet

Nick’s
Closet

This ministry provides household and personal hygiene items
(anything except food) for those in need, serving 20-25 families
each Saturday. Items can be brought to the church. Donations of
cash or Thrivent cards are also appreciated; please just indicate
what the donation is for. Suggested items to donate include:
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates,
napkins, Kleenex, etc.
 household items—laundry soap, dryer sheets, cleaning
products
 hygiene items—shampoo, conditioner, body soap, body
wash, deodorant, feminine products, body lotion, combs,
brushes, shaving cream, single blade razors

Volunteers are still needed to help make the lunches and the
once a month dinners for the Loaves & Fishes Ministry.
We need people who can help when one of the full time
volunteers needs time off. If you would like more
information or can join our team please contact Michelle at
(440) 265-8727.

Ministry

For Christian Education
Please consider volunteering for Christian Education positions. Much help is needed
to continue to teach our youth in the ways of our Lord.
Contact Mary Vidmar via e-mail at maryscrazyme@hotmail.com or the church office
for more information.
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News & Updates
Jerry and I would like to thank everyone for your thoughts and
prayers as I begin treatment for liver cancer. Thank you also to all
the ladies who prepared food for us. It is so appreciated. I
underwent surgery on June 17, and the doctors were able to
remove the entire tumor but are still waiting for the pathology
report to see if they got all the cancer. We are grateful for your
continued prayers and the success of this first procedure.
Faye Lampela

Committee News
Evangelism
Can you believe it! Loaves & Fishes is celebrating our one year mark in July! I am so grateful and humbled by all
the love and support from our church family and the Conneaut community. We have been so blessed. We have
seen God’s work and his guiding hand in so many ways. Last month we served 400 lunches and 120 dinners.
We opened our food pantry Memorial Day weekend. We have had the privilege and honor to serve, on
average, 7 families each weekend. Our partnering with Country Neighbor has been such a blessing.
Social Ministry and the Evangelism Committee are joining forces to form the "Casserole Committee." This
committee will provide meals for families that are facing a hardship due to circumstances such as illness, loss of
loved ones, surgery, and medical treatments. If you would like to join this committee, please contact Pearl Ann
Curtis or Michelle Logan.We are compiling a list of volunteers.
This year we are parking cars for the Fourth of July fireworks display. The fireworks are being held on July 3rd.
Parking will start at 7:30p.m. until full.
Nick's Closet continues to serve on average 10 to 15 people each Saturday. Donations are always needed for this
ministry. We are in need of many hygiene and cleaning supplies. We have found that the Dollar Tree has best
prices in town. Also, if we could have a commitment from 10 families to donate $10 per month, we could
purchase 100 items for Nick's Closet! Thank you for considering this option to support this ministry.
Serving Christ,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism Team
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July 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

JULY ALTAR GUILD: Susan Tan, Amanda Sanford, Ruth Brown,
Susan Combs

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

4

8

9

10

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

11

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

18

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

25

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

5

6

7

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

12

13

14

15

16

17

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00
Committees

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:45 Finance

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

19

20

21

22

23

24

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

29

30

31

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

Echo Articles Due

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00 Council

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

26

27

28

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00 Free
Dinner

 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are
cancelled until further notice.
 Quilting is cancelled until further notice. Anyone who would
like to work on quilting at home may contact Shirley Harco.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.
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