Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
ECHO the love of Christ

We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

AUGUST 2021
A Message from the President

Outdoor Worship Services
We are about half way through our 8:30 a.m. summer outdoor services (already!) and they have been very
pleasant. On most Sundays we have had comfortable temperatures, a nice filtered shade from our honey locust
trees, and beautiful hydrangeas and other flowers to enhance the setting. Both of our supply pastors, Rev. Dave
Anderson and Rev. Steve Fisher, have adapted well to outdoor customs and are enjoying the change of venue.
The August schedule for the pastors and lay person is:
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

Rev. Dave Anderson
Richard Tulino
Richard Tulino
Rev. Steve Fisher
Rev. Steve Fisher

Come, hear, and share the Word of God with us while summer is still here.
Congratulations, Jasmine Steighner!
Jasmine Steighner graduated from Edgewood High School and she even took some college courses at Kent StateAshtabula. She will enter KSU full time this fall pursuing a degree in political science. Jasmine applied for and
met all the requirements for a scholarship from the Good Shepherd Mission and Education Endowment Fund.
Council approved her application and awarded her $1,500 toward her college expenses. She will be eligible for a
second scholarship next year.
Sunday School Resumes in September
Last year the COVID virus blocked our Sunday School program for the entire year. But, with the development
and distribution of effective vaccines, we are preparing for a full resumption of classes starting with Rally Day on
September 12th. Mary Vidmar and Suzanne Malys are organizing the program. For more details, please read
their article in this issue of the ECHO.

Air Conditioning in Fellowship Hall
Last summer the congregation voted to approve the purchase and installation of air conditioning in Fellowship
Hall and the kitchen but we had to wait almost a year to enjoy it. Well, the wait is over and the A/C is
performing perfectly. Fellowship Hall is used by Line Dancers, the YMCA exercise group, Yoga participants, and
others who have been able to adjust the temperature to their liking. The 3 units in the Hall and the 1 in the
kitchen are whisper quiet and do the job very well.
Stained-Glass Windows are in Very Good Condition
Over the years there has been concern that our stained-glass windows may be in need of some potentially costly
maintenance. Church council authorized the architectural glass company, Willet Hauser of Winona, Minnesota
to conduct a free, no obligation inspection. I expected the inspector would find some faults, but on the
contrary, he declared the windows are in very good shape and need no work at this time. I thanked him for his
honesty.
Good Shepherd’s Financial Condition is Good
At the mid-way point of June 30th, our year-to-date offering income was $74,914 as compared with our YTD
expenses of $52,934. That is a positive difference of $21,980! In addition to that, we have not had to use the
rental property income to support the General Fund so the rental account balances continue to grow. Thank
you for your faithful stewardship!
However, the other side of that picture is not so rosy. Our expenses are artificially low because we do not have
a fulltime pastor and we are not paying out the associated expenses for health care, retirement, car mileage, cell
phone, and housing allowance. We are expensing the pastor’s salary and payroll taxes and are placing those
monies into a Reserve Account, which has grown to $31,959.
Our 2021 budget is $198,180. At the mid-way point of June 30 th our offering income should have been half of
that at $99,090. So, from that perspective we are $24,176 behind budget. The council members realize that
there are two strong factors that are still impeding our attendance and offerings: concerns of COVID and a
vacant pastor’s office. I firmly believe we are in control of our destiny, that we can overcome both of those
issues. First, get the COVID vaccine if it is safe for you. Second, come and hear the Word of God regardless who
is in the pulpit that day. We have been blessed with two outstanding supply pastors in Rev. Anderson and Rev.
Fisher who have delivered excellent messages week after week. Come, and be part of our congregation again.
Peace to you,
Mark Lytle
Council President
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Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Loaves & Fishes
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s) is a
group of men who
meet every Tuesday
at 9:00 am for social
time and to work on
the maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at
Ashtabula County
Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 10:30 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 2:00
:00 pm
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Council President
Mark Lytle
mdlfm2002@yahoo.com
Office Staff
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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A Moment in Faith
By Richard Tulino, a Layman’s Interpretation
As a child might cry to his father or mother, so David cried to God. David was not saying, “Don’t punish
me,” but, “Don’t punish me while you are angry.” He was telling God that he deserved to be punished,
but he asked that God temper his discipline with mercy. Like children, we are free to ask for mercy,
but we should not deny that we deserve to be punished.
This month I have chosen to take a look at Psalm 38. The main theme of this psal m is: “Sorrow for sin
brings hope.” God alone is the true source of healing and protection for those who confess their sins
to Him! Psalm 38 is called a penitential psalm because David expressed sorrow for his sin (38:18). He
stated that his sin led to health problems (38:1
(38:1-8)
8) and separated him from God and others, causing
extreme loneliness (38:9-14).
14). He then confessed his sin and repented (38:15
(38:15-22).
David saw his anguish as judgment from God for his sins. Now we all know that God does not send
physical
ysical illness to punish us for sin, but in this verse (38:2
(38:2-4)
4) and others in Scripture (Acts 12:21-23:
12:21
1st
Corinthians 11:30-32)
32) tells us that He does in certain circumstances, send physical illness. You see our
sin can have physical or mental side effec
effects
ts that can cause great suffering. Sometimes
Sometime God has to
punish his children in order to bring them back to Him and His graces (Hebrews 12:5-11).
12:5
In order for
us to receive God’s promises of forgiveness, we have to be repentive for our sins. God will always
al
deliver us from sins eternal consequences, but He does not promise to undo all of sins earthly
consequences.
When others tear us down it can be very difficult to be silent because we want to protect our
reputation. We find it difficult to do noth
nothing
ing while they assault something as precious to us as our
reputation, but we don’t need to lash out in revenge or justify our position because we can trust God
to protect our reputation. Wasn’t Jesus silent before his accusers (Luke 23:9
23:9-10)?
10)? He left his
h case in
God’s hands (1 Peter 2: 21-24). That’s a good place to leave our case too!
May God’s hands of protection be extended over you at all times

4

AugustBirthdays
Judith Barch
Amiah Berry
John Chapin
Griffin Fuller
Zachery Hathy
David Heinonen
Samantha Lampela

Stephanie Newsome
Dolores Pelow
Lori Punkar
Howard Seavey
Sofi Thompson
Molly Todaro

Vincent Todaro
Beth Tulino
Michael Vendetti, Jr.
Phyllis Waid
Rebecca Watson
Natalie Wood

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 2021

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$

10,037
16,125
13,387
11,288
9,665
14,412

YTD
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$

10,037
26,162
39,549
50,837
60,502
74,914

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

63.0%
80.5%
81.3%
77.3%
74.4%
77.3%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$
$
$

7,322
7,445
11,194
9,566
6,554
10,853

$
$
$
$
$
$

7,322
14,766
25,961
35,527
42,081
52,934

$33,267
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
45.5%
45.1%
54.0%
56.3%
49.8%
53.2%

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone, call Nancy Sackett(440-2652477).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please call the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.

The Big
ATTENDANCE
6/27
67
7/4
62
7/11
65
7/18
77

Churchy Word

this month is:

“Prayer”

Simply put, prayer is conversing with God. Not just talking to the Lord but listening.
Prayer is how we are able to repent and ask for forgiveness as well as give him
praise. We often pray for people who are sick and ask God to heal them. We are to
pray believing that God will work and move in our lives and the people around us.
It takes faith to pray believing.
Adapted from: https://justdisciple.com/christian-prayer-definition
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29
Flowers:
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29
Memorial Candle:
August
Opportunities are available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins and flowers to remember
or honor your loved ones.

FLOWERS
Cost is $35 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You may also call the office to sign up for a
certain Sunday and mail your check to the office. Flowers can be picked up after the 10:30 service or in the
office on the Monday following the date picked.

MEMORIAL CANDLE
Cost (by month) is $5 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You
ou may also call the office to
sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the office.

BULLETINS
Cost is $10 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You may also call the office to sign up for a
certain Sunday and mailil your check to the office.
You may contact the church office by phone or email: (440) 599
599-8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
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Ministry
Free lunches are offered 11:00 a.m.-12:30
12:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.
Enter from the Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches
will be delivered to the driver of the vehicles. Everyone should remain
in their vehicles.

Our free community dinners are held on the last Saturday of
the month, 4:00-6:00 p.m. This month’s free dinner will be held
on August 28 and will include tuna and chicken salad,
salad potato
salad, and pasta salad on a bed of lettuce and tomatoes. Those
able to bake cookies for this meal, please contact either
Michelle Logan or Stephanie Patriarco.

Have a program or event coming up? Let everyone know about it in this space in the ECHO!
Submit info to Kelly Anthony (klanthony@gwcmail.net
klanthony@gwcmail.net) by the 20th of the month for the next issue.
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Donations are requested for Nick’s Closet

Nick’s
Closet

This ministry provides household and personal hygiene items
(anything except food) for those in need, serving 20-25
20
families
each Saturday. Items can be brought to the church.
church Donations of
cash or Thrivent cards are also appreciated; please just indicate
what the donation is for. Suggested
uggested items to donate include:
 paper products—toilet
toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates,
napkins, Kleenex, etc.
 household items—laundry
laundry soap, dryer sheets, cleaning
products
 hygiene items—shampoo,
shampoo, conditioner, body soap, body
wash, deodorant, feminine products, body lotion, combs,
brushes, shaving cream, single blade razors

Volunteers are needed who can help make the lunches and the
once a month dinners for the Loavess & Fishes Ministry when
one of the full time volunteers needs time off. If you would like
more information or can join our team please contact Michelle
at (440) 265-8727.

Ministry
Crayon Drive

Beginning the first of August, we will be collecting crayons for
The Conneaut Human Resources Center’s Back-to-School
Giveaway.
iveaway. Would you please purchase 24 count boxes for
donation?? We will have a box in the gathering space for you to
drop them in. The crayons
rayons will be provided to students before
school starts on August 28. Thank you!
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Cookies Please!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove St.
Conneaut, OH 44030
July 20, 2021
Hi,
As you may know, this year D-Day is Sunday through Saturday (August 1521).
We need 5,000 cookies for lunches and we would appreciate donations of
cookies (no frosting, please) or monetary donations for lunches.
If you would like to donate, bring donations to the D-Day Administration
Building on Buffalo Street or call Jean Woods at (440) 645-8521 or Georgia
Woods at (440) 645-9629 for pick up.
Thank you for your help,
Jean Woods
Georgia Woods

Co-Chairs
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News & Updates
Thank You!
On May 17th I was diagnosed with hepatocellular carcinoma (liver cancer)
which was a large mass at over 12 cm. On June 17th I was in surgery and
recovery for 8 hours having a laparoscopic
aparoscopic segment 5/6 wedge resection
and cholecystectomy. My follow-up
up appo
appointment 2 weeks later showed
that the 4 doctors got it all and I am CANCER FREE. There is a 40% chance it
will come back in the first 2 years, then the chances decrease after that. I
will need to be checked periodically for the rest of my life so if it d
does come
back they will catch it early.
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers
prayers, cards, meals, and support
during this trying time. Prayer is powerful and the Lord hears us! I feel very
blessed to be a part of this wonderful congregation and ask that you please
continue to remember me in your prayers .
In God’s Grace,
Faye Lampela

And the prayer offered in faith
will make the sick person well.
well
James 5:15

Sharpen Your Needles!
The Cover Girls quilting group will be back in action the
Tuesday after Labor Day, 9:00 a.m. Watch for more info
to come!

Sunday School Returns
GOOD NEWS! Sunday School will resume in the fall! On
Sunday, September 12, 9:45 -10:45
10:45 a.m. we will all meet in
the Fellowship Hall for a craft an
and a snack. It is
Grandparents Day, so bring them along.
We will continue the format we used before COVID, which
was rotating rooms for story, crafts, interaction, and music.
CDC protocols will be followed
followed: unvaccinated people will
need to wear masks. Hopee to see you all there
there! In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.
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Committee News
Call Committee
We are very fortunate to have such a focused and dedicated team willing to work very hard to make
sure we do this right .From the beginning Shirley Brookhouser, Paul Mechling, Faye Lampela, Richard
Tulino, Grace Patriarco, Stephanie Newsome, Michelle Logan, and Council President Mark Lytle began
the tough and tedious work of building a MSP (Ministry Site Profile), or "Help Wanted Ad," that is
posted on the NEO Synod website. From that to development of an interview process, practice
interviews both internal to the team as well as practice interviews with a rostered pastor from another
church within the synod, numerous Zoom meetings to refine the interview process, as well as Zoom
meetings with Pastor Biermann (Assistant to the Bishop responsible for placing Pastors), and other
"Called Positions" throughout the synod. We have conducted 3 interviews with 2 candidates.
Unfortunately neither candidate worked out to be part of God's plan for us at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church.
During all this Pastor Karl Biermann was called to continue to follow in God's plan for his life and
accepted a call with The Lutheran Foundation and left the synod office in early June. This was
somewhat of a blow to our New Bishop, Bishop Laura Barbins. Ironically, Pastor Biermann began his
role as Assistant to the Bishop during our call process when GSLC called Pastor Van De Motter. Bishop
Barbins conducted a Zoom call with me and approximately 15 other call committee chairpersons that
are currently with vacancies in our synod. She explained the process she will be going through to call a
replacement for Pastor Biermann and hoped to have someone in place by mid-June and hopefully have
the new Assistant to the Bishop up to speed by mid-July. But until then all churches with vacancies not
in the interview process or in the process of actually making a call would have to be in a position of
“pause.” Her timeline goal seems to be coming together.
On Friday, July 9th, I was invited to attend a one-on-one Zoom call with Pastor Mitch Phillips, the new
Assistant to the Bishop. We were scheduled for a 30 minute call that lasted almost one hour. He was
very thorough in his questions. From everything about history of our church, make-up of our
congregation, our facility structure and lay-out including the physical location. He asked a lot about
Conneaut and the prospects of the future for Conneaut. We talked about the candidates we
interviewed, our pros and cons of each, as well as the interview process itself. He was impressed with
the work we have done to date. We discussed the call process of the NEO Synod and there are some
differences in the process across Synods and he wants to get some clarification from Bishop Barbins
before moving forward.
Pastor Phillips is planning to meet with the Call Committee in-person as long as travel restrictions are
lifted. Pastor Phillips is in the process of relocating from Indianapolis and expects to be relocated
around the 1st of August. He also indicated, with enthusiasm, that he would be able to send us some
potential candidates shortly after he is settled. I personally understand from experience of relocating
and getting a family settled has got to be his #1 priority. Pastor Phillips strikes me as a very energetic
individual and focused on doing a good job for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Conneaut.
I plan to have myself or other members of your call committee give updates going forward on a
monthly basis or more frequently as news develops.
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I ask you pray for Pastor Phillips, especially through his relocation period and settling into his new role,
and please continue to pray for our congregation and your Call Committee. Ask God for patience as he
is certain to give us that opportunity to be patient!
Thank You!
God’s Peace,
George A Peterson
Call Committee Chairman

Evangelism
This past month we have served 470 meals. We were also able to serve 15 families for a total of 45 people
through the Food Pantry. A huge thank you to those who promised to support Nick’s Closet at $10.00 a month.
We are still in need of some more sponsors.
We will not be selling pre-paid parking passes for this year D-Day. Both parking lots will be opened for parking.
If you have special needs, please contact Michelle.
Blessings to all,
Michelle Logan
Chair, Evangelism Team

Social Ministry
Today is the deadline for the ECHO, and I almost forgot to write this article. This maybe the most important
newsletter for this year. We finally have plans for our perch dinner! It is Friday, August 20, from 4 – 7 pm and It
will be a little different from the usual as we will be serving it as a drive-thru this year. The meal will consist of a
perch sandwich, baked beans, coleslaw, and dessert for a donation of $12.00. (We are hoping to have
homemade pies.) We aren’t using our dining room with air conditioning as we don’t have enough volunteers to
serve dinner. The sit-down dinner with all the homemade things is very labor-intensive and needs many behindthe-scenes workers and the ones you see there on the day of the feast. We are optimistic that we will be back
next year for a sit-down dinner.
Beginning the first of August, we will be collecting crayons for the “back to school giveaway.” Would you please
purchase 24 count boxes for donation? We will have a box in the gathering space for you to drop them in.
School will be back in session, and they will be giving them away before August 28.
Thank you to everyone who continues to support our ministry; your generosity is greatly appreciated!
God's Blessings,
Pearl Ann Curtis
The Social Ministry Team
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August 2021
SUNDAY
1

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

8

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

15

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

22

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

29

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

4

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

9

WEDNESDAY

10

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

11

12

13

14

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00
Committees

16

17

18

19

20

21

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

6:00 Council

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

23

24

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

30

25

6:00 Finance

26

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

Echo Articles Due

4-7 Perch
Drive-thru
27
OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness
11:45 Gentle
Yoga

28

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00 Free
Dinner

31

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are cancelled
until further notice.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.
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Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
TIME
8/1/2021
8:30

ASSISTING
MINISTER

10:30
8/8/2021
8:30
10:30
8/15/2021
8:30
10:30
8/22/2021
8:30
10:30
8/29/2021
8:30
10:30

COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS
Richard & Beth
Tulino
Paul & Joanne
Mechling
Sue Combs
Kathy Mills
Chuck & Kelly
Anthony

USHERS

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

Mark & Susan Lytle
Kevin Manniko
Stacy Racut
Wes & Sue
Combs
Stephanie Newsome
Natalie Wood
Ruth Brown
Katrina Pavolino
Greg & Glenda
Betteridge

AUGUST ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Janelle

SEPTEMBER ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam

Cole, Susan Combs

Deemer, Betty Monday, Robin Bryant
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