Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church
ECHO the love of Christ
We are a Christian community united in God’s call
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ.
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

SEPTEMBER 2021
A Message from the President
Return to Regular Schedule
We have enjoyed having our 8:30 services outside this summer and we will continue to do so as long as the
weather permits. The decision to be outside or inside will be made by 8:00 a.m. that day. But we know the
cooler mornings will be soon upon us and will bring an end to it until next Memorial Day weekend, so take
advantage of the few remaining outdoor worship services.
Rally Day is September 12th and we will open our classrooms for Sunday School for all ages. Class time will be
9:45 until 10:45. That, of course, means our 2nd worship service start time will change from 10:30 to 11:00 and
will continue until next Memorial Day weekend.

Resumption of Scripture Readings by Members
In the depths of the COVID virus we closed Good Shepherd to in-person worship services. During that time the
only access to our worship service was via a video recording. To minimize the chance of exposure to the virus,
we eliminated the lay readers and all the readings were done by the supply pastor. Beginning in September we
will return to using lay readers. Please say, “Yes” when asked. We want to expand the number of readers in
order to provide variety and spread the duty among many instead of few.

Needed: Sunday School Teachers & Helpers
When a child is baptized or confirmed and when a new member joins our church, the pastor asks the
congregation if they will welcome, accept, pray for, and support those persons in their journey as brothers and
sisters in Christ. We respond with, “Yes, with the help of God.” Now is the time to step forward to fulfill that
pledge by joining our Sunday School staff. You don’t have to have a teaching degree, just a love of the Gospel
and the children in our congregation. One of the many things I have found as a Sunday School teacher and a lay

leader is that I have learned more about my faith through “doing” as opposed to just listening. Don’t worry
about your level of “expertise" because there will be experienced teachers and a good curriculum to work with.
So, please, step forward and say, “Here I am, Lord!” Please reach out to Mary Vidmar and Suzanne Malys for
more information.

Financial Condition Update
Do you know what the word “doldrums” means and its origin? From the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration website, “The doldrums is a popular nautical term that refers to the belt around the Earth near
the equator where sailing ships sometimes get stuck on windless waters.” Sailors dreaded being stuck in such an
area of wind stagnation. Sometimes we use the term to define a feeling of depression. Well, we experienced
our own “doldrums” in July with the lowest offering receipts of the year. Yes, summer is often a stagnate time
for church attendance and offerings because of vacations, boating, fishing, etc. Whether you are in attendance
or not, please remember to continue with your financial pledge in order to cover all the expenses that never
take a day off.
Pray for Peace and Justice,
Mark Lytle
Council President

2

Good Shepherd Ministries

All committees meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM
(For more information about our church ministries please call the church office)
Evangelism
· Community Outreach
· Loaves & Fishes
Nick’s Closet
· Promote Events
· Maintain Website
· Family Events
· D-Day Parking
· Back to School Rally
· Support Other
Committees

Property
· Maintain building
and grounds
· Care for church
rental properties
· Men’s Maintenance
Ministry (3 M’s) is a
group of men who
meet every Tuesday
at 9:00 am for social
time and to work on
the maintenance of
the church.
· Support Other
Committees

Social Ministry
· Tree of Warmth
· Cooks for Christ
· Holy Communion
Home Visits
· Card Ministry
· BINGO at
Ashtabula County
Home
· Nisua Bakers
· Turkey Box
· Quilting
· Funeral Ministry
· Support Other
Committees

Worship & Music
· Special Music
· Ushers
· Assisting Ministers
· Altar Guild
· Abiding Memorial
· Pastoral Support
· Acolytes
· Greeters
· Readers
· Communion
Assistants
· Support Other
Committees

Christian Education
Sunday School
Classes
9:45 am
Preschool thru
High School
September thru May

· Acolyte Training
· First Holy
Communion
· Confirmation
· Vacation Bible
School
· Youth Sunday
· Mission Trips
· Support Other
Committees

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
876 Grove Street
Conneaut, OH 44030
440-599-8908 / www.gslcc.org
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary
Sunday 11 00 Traditional
Holy Communion at all services
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday – 9:00 am to 2:00
:00 pm
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Council President
Mark Lytle
mdlfm2002@yahoo.com
Office Staff
Clarissa Murtha, Secretary/Financial Secretary
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

The deadline for ECHO articles is the 20th of
every month. Articles/notices received after
the 20th will be saved for the following month.
Submissions can be emailed to Kelly Anthony at
klanthony@gwcmail.net.

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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A Moment in Faith
By Richard Tulino, a Layman’s Interpretation
The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
Luke 16: 19-31
This parable is a little troubling. A rich man lived in luxury, and Lazarus lived in poverty at the rich
man’s doorstep. Both men died and went to Hades, where they experienced a great reversal. The rich
man lived in torment, but Lazarus, the former beg
beggar,
gar, ended up living in great comfort. Just as Lazarus
had once hoped for the scraps from the rich man’s table, the rich man now found himself hoping for a
drop of water from the tip of Lazarus’ finger to cool the rich man’s tongue from the burning. Jesus
Jesu
doesn’t say they went to heaven or hell, but that they were in Hades. Jews thought of Hades or Sheol
as the abode of the dead. Then they began to believe in resurrection, and thought of Hades as a place
where the dead went to await resurrection.
That’s
’s what Jesus is picturing here. For Lazarus the beggar, Hades is paradise. But the rich man finds
himself in a hellish place, burning hot
hot-miserable-hopeless.
The rich man didn’t do anything terrible to Lazarus. Jesus doesn’t say that the rich man tried
trie to have
Lazarus removed from his doorstep. Jesus doesn’t say the rich man refused Lazarus scraps from the
table. Jesus doesn’t suggest in any way that the rich man was abusive toward Lazarus. Why then was
the rich man being punished? Was it such a te
terrible
rrible sin to be rich? That’s an important question for
us. Some of us think of ourselves as poor. Some of us think of ourselves as middle-class.
middle
Very few of
us think of ourselves as rich.
The point is this. If the rich man’s only sin was being rich
rich,, we are in trouble. We are among the most
comfortable people on this planet, and among the most comfortable people who ever lived. If being
rich condemns us, we are condemned indeed.
But the rich man’s’’ sin was not being rich. His sin was that he nev
never
er noticed Lazarus. His sin was that
he could tolerate great suffering at his doorstep without feeling compassion. The rich man was not
caring!
If the rich man’s sin was not seeing and caring about the suffering of his neighbor, could we be in
danger of that same thing ourselves? Who is the Lazarus in our lives? Could it be the elderly widow
who lives next door or sits near us at church? Could it be the person who would enjoy a friendly word
or invitation to dinner but lives in solitude because we never ask? Our Lazarus could be a person we
work with who recently went through a divorce and is withdrawn and depressed. How about the
homeless people
ople we see or an abused woman or child, a welfare mother or a dad who only gets to see
his children one weekend a month?
The point of Jesus’ parable is simply that there are people like Lazarus in our community, in our
neighborhood, in our congregation aand
nd we need to take them seriously! We need to see them! We
need to help them!
Let me ask you a question, then think about it, pray about it and ask God for guidance. The question is
this:
Who is the Lazarus at your doorstep and what are you going to do about it?
Faithfully in Christ, Richard
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SeptemberBirthdays
Nancy Altman
Kelly Anthony
Bryce Douglas
Kip Douglas
John Hutchison
Aurelia Huya
Craig Huya

Natalie Huya
Rick Kantola
Susan Lytle
Madeline Owens
Tammy Owens
Aaron Reed

Robert Reed
Olivia Sorrell
Diana Stoker
Richard Stoker
Martha Jayne Thompson
Annie Vendetti

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS OF JULY 30, 2021

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

OFFERING
INCOME
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

10,037
16,125
13,387
11,288
9,665
14,412
9,497

YTD
INCOME

%ESTIMATE
BUDGETED
REVENUE

$ 10,037
$ 26,162
$ 39,549
$ 50,837
$ 60,502
$ 74,914
$ 84,411

63.0%
80.5%
81.3%
77.3%
74.4%
77.3%
75.0%

YEAR TO
DATE

EXPENSE
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

7,322
7,445
11,194
9,566
6,554
10,853
7,479

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

7,322
14,766
25,961
35,527
42,081
52,934
60,413

$30,828
%
ESTIMATED
OPERATING
COST
45.5%
45.1%
54.0%
56.3%
49.8%
53.2%
52.7%

To initiate a prayer on the prayer chain for someone, call Nancy Sackett(440-8124670).
If you know of someone who is hospitalized, sick or needs a visit, please call the
church office (440-599-8908) so that a visit can be arranged.

TheBig
ATTENDANCE
7/25
63
8/1
57
8/8
66
8/15
57
8/22
58

Churchy Wordthis month is:

“Spiritual Gifts”

Any one of the gifts that God gives to individuals for the good of the community.
Every godly gift is necessary, and nobody has all the gifts. Everybody gets some gift
from God; nobody gets them all. We need each other!
Adapted from: Jacobson, R.A., Editor, {Crazy Talk}: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms,
p. 166, Augsburg Books, (2008), Minneapolis.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial Candle

Our Sponsors
Date

In Honor/Memory of

Given by

Bulletins:
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26
Flowers:
September 5
September 12

In Memory of Baby Serenit
Sereniti

Chris Murtha

In Memory of Joy Dittler

Family

September 19
September 26
Memorial Candle:
September

Opportunities are available to sponsor the monthly altar candle and weekly bulletins and flowers to remember
or honor your loved ones.

FLOWERS
Cost is $35 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You may also call the office to sign up for a
certain Sunday and mail your check to the office. Flowers can be picked up after the 10:30 service or in the
office on the Monday following the date picked.

MEMORIAL CANDLE
Cost (by month) is $5 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering space. You
ou may also call the office to
sign up for a certain Sunday and mail your check to the office.

BULLETINS
Cost is $10 for each Sunday. Sign up poster is in the gathering sspace. You may also call the office to sign up for a
certain Sunday and mail your check to the office.
You may contact the church office by phone or email: (440) 599
599-8908, goodshepherd@gwcmail.net
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Ministry
Free lunches are offered 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Enter from
the Detroit Street drive. Pull up under the portico. Lunches will be delivered to the
driver of the vehicles. Everyone should remain in their vehicles.

Our free community dinners are held on the last Saturday of
the month. This month’s free dinner will be held on September
25.Those able to bake cookies for this meal, please contact
either Michelle Logan or Stephanie Patriarco.

The Quilters will once again resume!
Tuesday, Sepember7, 9:00 a.m.

Please see the Social Ministry update on p. 12 for more details. Peggy
Harco promises to make us a tasty welcome back treat!!

Sunday School is Back!
On Sunday, September 12, 9:45 -10:45 a.m. we will all meet in the Fellowship
Hall for a craft and a snack. It is Grandparents Day, so bring them along.
We will continue the format we used before COVID, which was rotating rooms
for story, crafts, interaction, and music.
CDC protocols will be
followed:unvaccinated people will need to wear masks. Hope to see you all
there! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
See more info in the President’s report on p. 1 and the registration forms beginning
on p. 9.
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BLOOD DRIVE

Wednesday, September 22, 1 —6 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
Contact the office for more information
(440) 599-8908
Due to COVID19, the blood drive cannot accept walk
walk-ins for donations. Registering on line is best, via their
website: www.redcrossblood.org. Those unable to register on line may call the church office, (440) 599-8908,
on Mondays from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. for help registering.

Have a program or event coming up? Let everyone know about it in this space in the
ECHO!
Submit info to Kelly Anthony (klanthony@gwcmail.net
klanthony@gwcmail.net) by the 20th of the month for the
next issue.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL GRADE_____
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION

2021-2022
STUDENT NAME _______________________________________BIRTHDAY ____________
(Last) (First) (Middle Name)
BAPTIZED

YES _______ Date ____________

NO _____________

FIRST COMMUNION YES_______ Date ___________________
SCHOOL GRADE

NO _____________

________

STUDENT’S ADDRESS
(Street)

___________________________________________________________
(City) (State)
(Zip)

LIVE WITH PARENT(S) ________________________________________________________
(Name/s)
LIVE WITH GUARDIAN(S) _____________________________________________________
(Name/s)
BEST PHONE NUMBER TO BE REACHED AT ___________________________
EMERGENCY CONTACT______________________________________________________
(Name) (Relationship) (Phone)
I give permission for my son/daughter_____________________________to have his/her picture
(name)

included in the church newsletters, website, and social media for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

______________________________________________________________________________
Name of parent/guardian
Date

FOR YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY,
PLEASE COME TO THE CLASSROOM AT DISMISSAL .
CDC PROTOCOL WILL BE FOLLOWED.
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

MEDICAL INFORMATION

2021-2022

CHILD’S NAME______________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN’S NAME_____________________________________________________
BEST PHONE NUMBER TO BE REACHED AT________________________________
Please list any learning needs that your child may have and/or medical conditions:

Please list any food allergies your child may have AND what needs to be done in the event of an allergic reaction:

Please list any non-food allergies your child may have AND what needs to be done in the event of an allergic reaction:

Please use the back of this form if needed.
RETURN THIS FORM TO:
Mary Vidmar
Christian Education Director
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Donations are requested for Nick’s Closet

Nick’s
Closet

This ministry provides household and personal hygiene
items (anything except food) for those in need, serving
20-25 families each Saturday. Items can be brought to
the church. Donations of cash or Thrivent cards are also
appreciated; please just indicate what the donation is
for. Suggested items to donate include:
 paper products—toilet paper, paper towels,
paper plates, napkins, Kleenex, etc.
 household items—laundry soap, dryer sheets,
cleaning products
 hygiene items—shampoo, conditioner, body
soap, body wash, deodorant, feminine
products, body lotion, combs, brushes, shaving
cream, single blade razors

For Christian Education
Please consider volunteering for Christian Education positions. Much help is needed
to continue to teach our youth in the ways of our Lord.
Contact Mary Vidmar via e-mail at maryscrazyme@hotmail.com or the church office
for more information.

Share Your Spiritual Gifts
Many opportunities are available to share
your spiritual gifts in support of your church.
Please consider volunteering to serve as
communion assistants, readers, Sunday
School teachers, quilting, serving on
committees, or assisting with any of the
other many ministries here at GSLC. Your
help and talents are needed!
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News & Updates
Committee News
Social Ministry
The Quilters will once again resume on Tuesday, September 7, 9:00 a.m.
Many events have happened since we last met. We have lost several of our beloved members. They are Dianne
Young, Millie Hennessey, Marsha Taylor, and Pauline Arbuckle. They were all good and faithful servants. These
ladies worked at the cutting table so we will be short on helpers. Many of our girls have had serious health
issues, too. We had to say good bye to our faithful member, Judy Barch. She moved to Columbus to live with her
daughter. Judy had purchased several new sewing machines for our group and purchased many quilts too.
Thank you for your generosity.
I have taken at least 12 quilts to fire victims. One of the more tragic stories was a poor family of 9 in Pierpont
who lost their home and possessions. When I took the quilts, they were still shuffling through the debris looking
for anything that could be salvaged. Sadly they didn’t find much. We try to help local families, too. Because of
COVID, we didn’t send any quilts to Lutheran World Relief.
We were blessed to receive several tote containers of material and supplies from Dick Borgner. These were from
his late wife Jan. Jan’s memory will live on as they provide the material to cover those in need. God bless you,
Dick, for thinking of us.
Once again, we will see you in September. Peggy Harco promises to make us a tasty welcome back treat!!
In His service,
Shirley Harco
The Social Ministry Team
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September 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5

8:30 Service
10:30 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

12

8:30 Service
11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

19

8:30 Service
11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

26

8:30 Service
11:00 Service
11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

6

7

8

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

9:00 Quilters

13

14

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

15

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2

3

4

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

9

10

11

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

16

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

17

18

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch

25

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

9:00 Quilters
6:00
Committees
ommittees

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing
5:45 Finance

20

21

22

23

24

9:00 Quilters
6:00 Council

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 Enhance
Fitness

27

28

29

30

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

9:00 Quilters

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

5:30 Line
Dancing

Echo Articles Due

10:30 Enhance
Fitness

SATURDAY

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:45 Gentle
Yoga

11:00-12:30
Free Lunch
4:00-6:00 Free
Dinner

 All services and activities at our area nursing homes are
cancelled until further notice.
 3Ms is cancelled until further notice.
 Choir practice is cancelled until further notice.
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Lord, we are your servants . . .
DATE/
TIME
9/5/2021
8:30
10:30
9/12/2021
8:30
11:00
9/19/2021
8:30
11:00
9/26/2021
8:30
11:00

ASSISTING
MINISTER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT
John Chapin
George Peterson
Ray & Gail Burlingham

USHERS

GREETERS

READER

HOSPITALITY

ACOLTYES

PROJECTION

Kay Peterson
Janelle Cole

Katrina Pavolino

Amy Gallagher

Chuck & Kelly
Anthony
Rich & Julie
Kantola
Stacy Racut
Wes & Sue
Combs

Kelly Anthony
Rich Kantola
Stacy Racut
Amy Gallagher

SEPTEMBER ALTAR GUILD: Sue Chapin, Pam

OCTOBER ALTAR GUILD: Ruth Brown, Mary

Deemer, Betty Monday, Robin Bryant

Lou Moisio, Katrina Pavolino
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