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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
ECHO the love of Christ 

We are a Christian community united in God’s call 
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ. 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 AUGUST 2026 
From the thoughts of the pastor... 
For once, or at least once in a blue moon, I am writing this Article before the due date.  YAY!!!  But I 

think it is because of what happened at the end of June – our Bishop Barbins visit and single service – 

that still rings in my ears. 

 

I’m writing this the day after the service and hearing the comments about the service.  As you know – or 

maybe something that I can teach you – I normally hear only positive comments, especially about the 

worship service.  Let me clarify this a bit: I only hear positive comments from the people commenting; I 

rarely hear any negative comments directly – usually through a third-party.  The Big Churchy Word that 

was all around seminary for this action is Triangulation – forming a triangle with one person saying 

something (normally a complaint of some kind) and then that person saying something to me.  This is 

not helpful most of the time as, as humans, we have a tendency to distort the message and can’t really 

present the emotions of the first person.  As a pastor, I can’t gage how upset the original person is, 

which means I can’t know how much to walk with them to a common place.  And, unless the first per-

son has told the second person that it is okay to know who it is, I cannot approach the person with the 

concern; I won’t engage in this Triangulation and use someone else as a message carrier; it doesn’t help 

me as a pastor nor any congregant.  So, in short, if you have a concern or comment, please tell me di-

rectly. 

 

Ok, minor rant over; now the meat and potatoes. 

 

The comments that I heard surrounded how people liked that single service at 10:00AM.  To be honest, I 

liked it too…other than being too hot, but that’s a discussion for another time.  It was very nice to see a 

full sanctuary and a nice “problem” to have by running out of communion bread and almost communion 

cups.  It was nice to see some of our “8:30” folks interacting with our “11:00” folks (not that I like to 

use those labels, so we’ll say “first service” folks and “second service” folks).  This interacting is some-

thing that we don’t really see much of, even at Christmas and Easter; mostly during Maundy Thursday 

and Good Friday (but those are evening services and …). 

 

When I was growing up in the church in Santa Fe, there were two women who normally attended the 

first service (which, at the time was at 8:00AM and was spoken only).  It wouldn’t see them until either 

the Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, or occasionally when attended the early morning Easter Saturday 

service.  In that church, there was a distinctive 8 o’clock crowd and a 10 o’clock crowd, and they rarely 

mixed.  It wasn’t until the dedicated time between services 9 o’clock coffee hour that some of the 10 

o’clockers would mix with the 8 o’clockers – 9 o’clock became our new “get to church on time” time.  

And strong bonds and friendships were formed that still last to this day – even to the ones who have 

joined the church triumphant. 

 

At Good Shepherd, we are trying to have this same dedicated time between services, 9:45 or so.  And 

our first service group is tending to stay longer after the service than the second service group.  But what 
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I have yet to see – I believe will happen with time – is the intermixing at this dedicated “coffee hour”.  

So, I’m not quite ready to give up on that as we did have a good mixing after the service during our fel-

lowship time. 

 

Which brings me back to the single service model of worship, having a single 10:00AM worship ser-

vice.  In the past, during the summer, the second service would be moved to 10:00AM.  Here are my 

concerns:  

1) All of our material – broachers, business cards, website, Facebook – everything we have out in the 

community lists only the two worship times (8:30 and 11:00).  While the website, Facebook, and elec-

tronic sign can be changed instantaneously, all the printed material would need to be changed, which in-

troduces a cost and/or a discarded of our resources.  This would not be in practice of our call as good 

stewards of what we have been given.   

 

2) Having different worship times is confusing, especially to visitors and potential new members.  When 

people are “church shopping” they are trying to find something that is a) familiar, and b) stable.  Having 

rotating times causes some people to overlook our church because it is confusing; even if we don’t find 

it confusing, other people – especially visitors – might.  This risk is something that we can easily avoid.  

On last Sunday (June 28), we did have a couple visitors – not connected with leadership in the commu-

nity, just some people who decided to stop by.  Now, of course, I greeted them and let them know that 

for that day only, we are having a special single service – luckily, they decided to return for the service.  

But it is possible, because it has happened to me as a visitor, that they would be embarrassed and would 

not return.  When people feel like they’ve done wrong – especially visitors – they rarely return. 

 

3) Every worship service would be held in the sanctuary.  I, and I know quite a number of you, like to 

worship outside during the summer, especially overlooking the lake.  This is a beautiful resource that we 

get to see every day, and a beautiful reminder of God’s creation all around us.  However, with this single 

worship model, we cannot utilize that resource due to the constrictions of the organ.  And most of the 

second service group likes the organ.  I did think about one week as a traditional service, the next week a 

contemporary service, but I feel that too would be too confusing for visitors as well as some of us.  

Something that I have been directly told is they won’t come on a “Contemporary Sunday” if went to this 

model. 

 

Our goal as the church is to proclaim the gospel to as many people as we can.  This church – Good 

Shepherd – is to proclaim the gospel to as many people as we can in Conneaut and the surrounding ar-

eas.  Why make it difficult or confusing for people to worship with us?  Even during this summertime 

and going into the hymnal and green songbook, we still try to make it easier for people to follow.  All 

people, and I believe you included, want it easy to worship God.  For me, I find it easier to worship God 

when I am not fumbling around trying to figure out where everyone is or what’s happening in the ser-

vice.  Worshiping God should be like a child speaking to their parent, or our fur parents speaking to our 

fur babies.  It should be simple, easy, without complications. 

 

Did I like that single service?  Of course I did; it was a nice blend, a nice time, a nice service.  But do I 

think we should go to a single service permanently or even during the summer?  I do not.  Because it 

takes away what we are trying – and succeeding at – doing right now; to grow and reach out to more and 

more people so they can hear the life-giving word of the gospel.   

 

 

Amen+ 
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ECHO Word- AUGUST 2026 

 

Litany  (Gr. Litaneia, from litaneuein, “to pray”) A form of prayer used in 

public worship, often with petitions by the leaders and responses by the peo-

ple.1 

 

Liturgy (Gr. Leitourgia, “work of the people”) The service of God offered by the people of God in di-

vine worship.2 

 

Worship (Old Eng. Weorthscipe, “worthship”) The service of praise, adoration, thanksgiving, and pe-

tition directed toward God through actions and attitudes.  Christian worship is Trinitarian in form and 

praise is offered to God through Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.3 

 

It might sound like all three of these words are the same and perhaps interchangeable.  But these words 

are step words.  Worship is the umbrella term that includes everything that we do on Sundays.  The Lit-

urgy is the order of service that happens within worship.  And the Litany is a small part that is added to 

the Liturgy during Worship. 

 

On a normal Sunday, both services have a Liturgy.  During this summer, the 8:30AM service follows the 

Liturgy that is in the green folder beginning with the Call to Worship and ending with the Blessing and 

Dismissal.  The 11:00AM service is following the Liturgy that is found in the Green Hymnal (Lutheran 

Book of Worship) beginning with the Brief Confession and Forgiveness and ending with the Blessing, 

Ending Hymn, and Dismissal.  Each “heading” (Call to Worship, Kyrie, Great Thanksgiving, etc.) is a 

part within the Liturgy.  The part called THE PRAYERS is the only part of the Liturgy that is consid-

ered a Litany for a normal Sunday service.  Each service can be a Worship, and, at the same time, the 

combination of both services can be a Worship depending on your view. 

 

On special services, like Good Friday, Maundy Thursday, etc., might have more Litanies, but still have a 

Liturgy (albeit different from a normal Sunday and why they’re special) and are still Worship.  NOTE: 

The services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil are considered ONE 

WORSHIP SERVICE spanning the three days with three Liturgies and multiple Litanies. 

 

Finally, because the Lutheran Church follows a Liturgy, we are known as a Liturgical Church.  We are 

not the only ones as the Roman Catholic is a Liturgical Church, the Eastern Orthodox is a Liturgical 

Church, the Anglican/Episcopal is a Liturgical Church, the Methodist, Presbyterian, Reformed, any 

Church that has an ordered way of doing service are Liturgical churches, even the so-called “bible” 

churches; if a church has an order of service (telling people when to stand, sit, sing, quiet, etc.) a church 

is a liturgical church.  When we talk about Good Shepherd and people say, “oh, I don’t like a liturgical 

church”, you can now ask them where they go and if they have an order of service.  Because if they do, 

they are a liturgical church; they might not have any litanies, but they are a liturgical church, worshiping 

God. 

 

 

 
1 McKim, Donald K. The Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms 2 Ed. Westminster John Knox Press: Louisville, 

Kentucky, 2014. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 

The Big Churchy Word 
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You are invited to a  

“One Off Bell Party” 

Sunday, August 9th 9:30-10:30am 

This is an opportunity to try bells just for fun! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With Hearts and Hands and Voices 

GSLC Music Program 
 

All are welcome to any and all of the following 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One Off Bell Party 
Sunday, August 9th 9:30-10:30am 

 
Bell Practice Begins 

Monday, September 14th 5:30-6:30pm 
 

 

TOP 10 BELL CHOIR SECRETS: 

10. It’s easier than it looks.  

9. If you can count to 4, bells are for you.  

8. Bells are always in tune.  

7. You can play if you’re tone deaf.  

6. If you can pound a nail, you can ring bells.  

5. Beginners ring 1 bell.  

4. You don’t have to read music, just one note.  

3. Bells vary in size; there is a perfect bell for you.  

2. Individual private lessons are offered.  

1. If Quasimodo can ring a bell, you can too! 
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You are invited to  

Choir Workshop 

Saturday, September 19th 1:00-2:30pm 

All are welcome to experience choir practice  

as we learn music through advent.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir Workshop 
Saturday, September 19th 1:00-2:30pm 

 
Choir Practice Begins 

Wednesday, September 23rd 5:30-6:30pm 
 

Sunday School Choir Begins 
Sunday, September 27th 10am 

 

For more information, contact Sandra at 614-601-7518.  

 
 

ECHO Did You Know- AUGUST 2026 

Did you know…  
 

We, at Good Shepherd, are very lucky when it comes to worship 

planning, organizing, and preparing.  In other congregations, the 

pastor does all the worship planning, organizing, and preparing.  

This includes: worship setting (Kyrie, Canticle of Praise, Gospel 

Acclamation, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei) to used, picking all the 

hymns/songs, typing all the inclusions into a bulletin, printing, fold-

ing, and then eventually leading the worship; they do this every 

week.  While sometimes some points of the service are reused (such 

as the setting), the music changes, the format changes, and the bulletin then changes.  And this is one 

service; imagine if doing multiple services. 

 

But at Good Shepherd, we have great musicians who are theologically sound to choose music that 

matches – or is close to – the scripture and lesson focus of the day.  And we have an Administrative As-

sistant who can write (or use the resources available to us), format, and print the bulletins.  And we have 

volunteers who fold the bulletins.  All this allows your pastor to work with you and other items.  Your 

pastor still approves the bulletin but also trusts the other people who do their work. 

 

And we didn’t even mention those who help set up the sanctuary and worship spaces to allow us wor-

ship God: the Altar Guild, the Custodian, the volunteers who replace the small tissue packs (that you can 

take home) and refill the small hand sanitizer (that you can also take home), and so on.   
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There is so much background activities that happen for our Sunday worship service, we forget and fail to 

recognize their work.  We notice when mistakes happen, when stuff is played or said that we don’t like; 

what we need to also notice is when everything goes right, when the songs we like are played, as this 

when we will feel our connection to God the strongest. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee News 
 

 

Worship and Music 

Church picnic will be Sunday, August 30th. Service will be at 10am. Picnic to follow. Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be supplied. Please bring a dish to share. This year, we will be having 18 holes of putt-

putt golf, bingo, corn hole, and possibly Whippy Dip ice cream. There will also be opportunities to sign-

up for Christian Education Classes.  

 

Blessing of Backpacks, Students, and Teachers will be on Sunday, August 23rd during worship ser-

vices.  

August Birthdays 
Amiah Berry 
David Heinonen 
Dolores Pelow 
Lori Punkar 

Michelle Flower 
Natalie Wood 
Stephanie Newsome 
 

Phyllis Waid 
Jill Klimpel 
Barb Talan 
Howard Seavey 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

6/28 
7/5 

7/12 
7/19 

 

63 
52 
82 
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Evangelism 
Smash Burger dinners are Mondays 5:30-7pm through August 24th. $10 for a burger and chips.  
 
D-Day Parking- a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. We need volunteers August 12th-15th. Any amount of 
time you can offer is greatly appreciated.  
 
Reminder that Basket Raffle is coming up in October. Start thinking about what basket you’d like to 
donate.  
 
Fishes & Loaves – Food Pantry and Free Lunches: Tuesdays 9am-2pm and Saturdays 11am-12:30pm.  
Nick’s Closet: Saturdays 11am-12:30pm. For food emergencies, call 440-265-8727.  
All Fishes & Loaves programs will be closed D-Day weekend (August 15th).  
 
Volunteers are greatly appreciated for unloading trucks and helping prepare lunches in the kitchen. 
There are many days of opportunity.  

 
 

Social Ministries 
Fish Fry is Friday, August 14th. Come get all-you-can-eat fish for $15. There’s a sign-up sheet in the Nar-
thex for anyone interested in volunteering.  
 
Bi-monthly Bowling: every other month Labor Day-Memorial Day on the 2nd Saturday of the month 

(September 12th, November 14th, January 9th, March 13th, and May 8th) Time TBA, for 2 games. The 

church may be able to cover some costs for bowling. Individuals will be responsible for paying for their 

own food and drinks. It will be more geared for adults, but families are welcome to attend. We will still 

have our annual bowling event in February that is more geared for youth and families, as usual. We will 

need people to sign up if interested so we know how many lanes to reserve. Sign-up sheet is in the Nar-

thex.  

 
Volunteers are welcomed to serve hospitality after each service.  Sign-up on the stewardship calendar.  
 
If you’re interested in leading Social Ministry or have ideas about Social Ministry events, see Pastor.  

 
 

Christian Education 
Our communion class is Saturday, August 1st at 10am. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  
 
Sunday School will resume Sunday, September 6th at 9:45. You can get registration forms from the Nar-
thex, office, or the website (gslcc.org). We may offer a Sub Sale at the end of the month! 
 
Confirmation Class will start Sunday, September 6th at 9:45am. Please sign up.  
 
 

3Ms: Member’s Maintenance Ministry 
Pitch in a few hours a month to help preserve the maintenance and beauty of our church.  
All skill levels welcome! Please remember to keep doors closed to help with climate control.  
Also, please remember to turn off the lights when you leave the room.  
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For more info about GSLC ministries and volunteer opportunities, contact the office at 440-599-8908. 
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GENERAL FUND 

 BALANCE AS 

OF 30-Jun-26  $1,875

MONTH

 OFFERING 

INCOME 

 OTHER 

INCOME 

 YTD 

INCOME 

%ESTIMATE 

BUDGETED 

REVENUE  EXPENSE 

 YEAR TO 

DATE 

% 

ESTIMATED 

OPERATING 

COST

January 15,533$               600$             16,133$     103.9% 14,610$     14,610$         93.8%

February 7,990$                 494$             24,618$     78.0% 14,999$     29,608$         90.1%

March 8,912$                 1,431$         34,961$     74.0% 21,052$     50,660$         105.9%

April 7,674$                 374$             43,009$     67.6% 19,610$     70,270$         113.0%

May 13,186$               1,867$         58,062$     73.5% 14,679$     84,949$         106.5%

June 7,276$                 2,342$         67,680$     71.7% 16,274$     101,223$      107.4%

July

August

September

October

November

December
Need $15,664 

per Mo. $187,966/year (26,690)$   

 EXPENSE V 

BUDGET 6,949$           

5/31/2026 6/30/2026

Capital Improvement Endowment Fund 945,045$     924,277$      

Community Involvement Endowment Fund Balance 48,670$       47,422$        

Mission & Education Endowment Fund  132,403$     131,919$      

Thrivent Fund   17,450$       17,445$        

Capital Improvement  -$                -$                 

Youth Missions Fund  8,484$         8,001$          

Abiding Memorial  5,582$         5,582$          

Detroit Street    218$            40$              

Sandusky St   6,211$         6,211$          

Capital Improvement  Endowment Fund Usage for Operating Expenses YTD 34,850$       

5% Biblical Tithe to Synod -$                

Stacy Racut, Treasurer

TREASURER'S REPORT: JUNE 2026 
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 August 2026 
 

    

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

July 26 
8:30 Service  
11:00 Service 
12:30 Council 

July 27 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
Smash Burger 
Dinner 5:30 

July 28 
  

July 29 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 

July 30 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

July 31 
10:30 YMCA 
Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

1 
10-1 
Food Pantry  
 
Communion  
Class 10am  

2 
8:30 Service 
11:00 Service 
 
(Hall rental) 

3 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
Smash Burger 
Dinner 5:30 
 

4 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 
 

5 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 

6 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

7 
10:30 YMCA 
Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

8 
11-12:30  
Food Pantry, 
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
 
 

9 
8:30 Service 
11:00 Service 
 
One Off Bell 
Party 930 

10 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
Smash Burger 
Dinner 5:30 

11 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 
 

12 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 
 
 
D-Day Parking 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D-Day Parking 

14 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Fish Fry  
4-7:30 
 
D-Day Parking 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D-Day Parking 

16 
8:30 Service  
11:00 Service 
 

17 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
Smash Burger 
Dinner 5:30 
 
Echo Articles 
Due 

18 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 
 

19 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 
 

20 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

21 
10:30 YMCA 
Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

22 
11-12:30  
Food Pantry, 
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
8:30 Service  
11:00 Service 
Blessing of 
Backpacks, 
Students, & 
Teachers 

24 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
Smash Burger 
Dinner 5:30 
 
Admin Office 
Closed 

25 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 

26 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 

27 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

28 
10:30 YMCA 
Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

29 
11-12:30  
Food Pantry, 
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
 

30 
10am Service 
GSLC picnic 

31 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
 

September 1 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 

September 2 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 

 

September 3 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

September 4 
10:30 YMCA 
Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

September 5 
11-12:30  
Food Pantry, 
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
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DATE/ 
TIME 

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT USHERS GREETERS READER 

 
ACOLYTE 

 
HOSPITALITY 

8/2/2026 
8:30 

Susan Combs  
Wes & Susan 

Combs 
Nancy Altman Susan Combs  

Susan Combs 

11:00  Glenda Betteridge 
Greg & Glenda 

Betteridge 
Mary Lou Moisio Greg Betteridge  

 

8/9/2026 
8:30 

Amy Gallagher Katrina Pavolino 
Wes & Susan 

Combs 
 Amy Gallagher  

 

11:00  Mark Lytle  Mary Lou Moisio Mark Lytle  
 

8/16/2026 
8:30 

Jen Best Susan Combs 
Wes & Susan 

Combs 
Nancy Altman   

 

11:00 Jen Best    Susan Tan  
 

8/23/2026 
8:30 

 Katrina Pavolino 
Wes & Susan 

Combs 
Katrina Pavolino   

 

11:00       
 

8/30/2026 
10am 

  
Wes & Susan 

Combs 
Jerry Lampela   

Church Picnic  
at GSLC 

AUGUST 

ALTAR GUILD: 

Susan Combs, Katrina Pavolino,  

Marion Patten,  

Kelly Anthony, Robin Bryant 

SEPTEMBER 

ALTAR GUILD: 

Susan Combs,  

Katrina Pavolino, Kelly Anthony,  
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

876 Grove Street 
Conneaut, OH  44030 

440-599-8908  /  www.gslcc.org 
 

Worship Times 
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary 

Sunday 11:00 Traditional 
Holy Communion at all services 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday – 8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Joshua Krenz, Pastor 
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net 

 
Office Staff 

Jennifer Best, Administrative Assistant 
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net 

 
A congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

876 Grove St 

Conneaut, OH 44030 
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