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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
ECHO the love of Christ 

We are a Christian community united in God’s call 
to serve others by sharing the love of Christ. 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

Committee News 
 

Worship and Music 

With Hearts and Hands and Voices GSLC Music Program 

All are welcome! 

• Bell Practice Begins Monday, September 14th 5:30-6:30pm 

• Choir Workshop Saturday, September 19th 1:00-2:30pm 

• Choir Practice Begins Wednesday, September 23rd 5:30-6:30pm 

• Sunday School Choir Begins Sunday, September 27th 10am 
For more information, contact Sandra at 614-601-7518. 

 
Pet Blessing Saturday, October 10th.   
 

  

  

 
 

3Ms: Member’s Maintenance Ministry 
Pitch in a few hours a month to help preserve the maintenance and beauty of our church.  
All skill levels welcome! Please remember to keep doors closed to help with climate control.  
Also, please remember to turn off the lights when you leave the room.  
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Social Ministries 
Quilting  resumes September 15th. Join us 9-11am on Tuesdays.  
 
Bi-monthly Bowling: every other month Labor Day-Memorial Day, 2nd Saturday of the month (Septem-

ber 12th, November 14th, January 9th, March 13th, and May 8th) Time TBA, for 2 games. The church may 

be able to cover some costs for bowling. Individuals will be responsible for paying for their own food 

and drinks. It will be more geared for adults, but families are welcome to attend. We will need people to 

sign up if interested so we know how many lanes to reserve. Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Fish Fry and supporting social ministries.  

 
If you’re called to guide, organize, and plan Social Ministries or have ideas about Social Ministry 
events, see Pastor.  
 

  

 
 

Christian Education 
Sunday School resumes Sunday, September 6th at 9:45. You can get registration forms from the Nar-
thex, office, or the website (gslcc.org).  
Confirmation Class starts Sunday, September 6th at 9:45am. Please sign up.  
 
Tentative Sub sale-. In order to support our Christian Education in this church, we need a minimum of 
50 subs signed up by September 12th; if we don’t reach 50 signups, we cannot justify the cost of the 
sub supplies. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex. Subs are $10 each. Pickup will be September 27th.  
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Evangelism 
Basket Raffle is October 3rd 10am-2pm. Ticket price includes entry for the door prize of $250 and 10 
Tier 1 basket raffle tickets. Ticket prices are $15 pre-sale (before October 2nd) and $20 day-of-sale (on 
October 3rd). There is an additional charge for credit card and digital pay. Additional raffle tickets (Tier 
1 &2), 50/50 tickets, and food items will also be available for purchase. Basket Donations are needed 
by September 26th. Volunteer opportunities are available. See Michelle for more information.  
 
Fishes & Loaves – Food Pantry: Tuesdays 9am-2pm and Saturdays 10am-1pm. Free Lunches Tuesdays 
9am-2pm and Saturdays 11am-12:30pm. Nick’s Closet: Saturdays 11am-12:30pm. For food emergen-
cies, call 440-265-8727. All Fishes & Loaves programs will be closed October 3rd.   
Volunteers needed desperately to help unload trucks on Fridays and every other Thursday.  
 
Huge Thank You to everyone who helped with D-Day Parking. The sharing of your time and talents 
with parking enable us to continue on with our Fishes and Loaves Ministry.  
 

  
 
 
For more info about GSLC ministries and volunteer opportunities, contact the office at 440-599-8908. 
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ECHO Did You Know- SEPTEMBER 2026 

D d     k  w… 

 

Each one of us is called by God.  Ok, maybe you did know that, 

   …  D d     k  w            ll    f    G d             f    d   

responsibility?  I feel we Lutherans focus on the gift part of the call-

      l  , l k , w     ll          .      w  d  ’  f     too much on 

the responsibility portion of our calling.  It is, sometimes, like we 

get a gift and fail to write the thank you card that goes with it – a 

practice that is dying out anyways.  Sometimes, we should – and 

yes I mean should – think of the calling from God as a gift given to 

us by our parents who then wants us to use that gift as intended. 

 

God gives us the gift of grace – this gift of forgiveness through Jesus dying and rising for us – and wants 

us to use this gift for others.  The fundamental, most basic, idea of Lutheranism is that we are freed from 

worrying about ourselves and our salvation so that we can do things for our neighbors.  We have re-

ceived that gift now we can use it.  This is Vocation and we understand that our baptismal vocation is to 

serve the calling we have received through joyfully responding to God and grace by service to the neigh-

bor in our daily lives. 

September Birthdays 
Craig Huya 
Kelly Anthony 
Natalie Huya 

Martha Jayne Thompson 
Nancy Altman 
Sue Robison 
 
 

Aurelia Huya 
Bryce Douglas 
Kip Douglas 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

7/19 
7/26 
8/2 
8/9 

8/16 
8/23 

70 
74 
56 
50 
58 
54 
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From the thoughts of the pastor... 
 

Beginning the end of August, the week after the D-Day week, our Northeastern Ohio Synod began a 

learning opportunity to discuss the most recent Social Statement of the ELCA, which was approved at 

the last Churchwide Assembly in 2025, called Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-Being of All.  

This learning opportunity is allowing those who participate an opportunity to discuss and do a deeper 

dive into this Social Statement with one of those on the committee who wrote it.  In short – and believe 

me this is as clear as I can get for now –           l                “   d ”, “       ”, “        ”  f 

how both Rostered Ministers and Lay People come to participate in Civil Life (things that happen in 

public spaces) while respecting and living into their faith and – for Rostered Ministers – within the 

boundaries of their office.   

 

But, as mentioned, this is the newest Social Statement to be approved by the ELCA Churchwide Assem-

bly body during the tri-annual meetings.  Other Social Statements include: Abortion, Church in Society, 

Criminal Justice, Death Penalty, Economic Life, Education, Environment, Genetics, Health, Human 

Sexuality, Peace, Race Ethnicity and Culture, and Sexism.  The ELCA Social Statements are  

 

Teaching and policy documents that provide broad frameworks to assist us [members of the ELCA] in 

thinking about and discussing social issues in the context of faith and life.  They are meant to help com-

munities and individuals with moral formation, discernment and thoughtful engagement with current so-

   l           w                 G d’  w  k        w  ld.       l             l         l    f       ELC  

and guide its advocacy and work as a publicly engaged church.  They result from an extensive process 

of participate and deliberation and are adopted by a two-thirds vote of an ELCA churchwide assembly.1 

 

In other words, the ELCA Social Statements are the official teachings and policies of the ELCA church.  

While not all ELCA congregations must subscribe to, nor agree, with these statements, these are the of-

ficial teachings that rostered ministers teach and the guidelines for their ministries.  These Social State-

ments guide the direction of the church as well as the direction the advocacy groups of the ELCA can 

follow.  While a new Presiding Bishop cannot necessarily change these policies and teachings, the new 

Presiding Bishop can change the momentum and efforts of the task forces that develop these statements. 

 

However, there are times when something happens in this world – a timely issue – that requires the 

church response that cannot be done through the task force and through the regulatory processes of a So-

cial Statement.  The ELCA, then, issues a Social Message.  These are defined as 

 

Topical documents adopted by the ELCA Church Council to focus attention and action on timely, press-

ing matters of social concern to the church and society.  They are used to address pressing contemporary 

concerns in light of the prophetic and compassionate traditions of Scripture and do not establish new 

teaching or policy.  Rather, they build upon previously adopted teaching and policy positions, especially 

from social statements. 

These messages draw attention to specific topics or social concerns that arise from our participation in 

G d’  w  k        w  ld,   d                    l d          ,        f l d            d       .2 

 

In other words, these messages do not necessarily change the teaching or policies of the ELCA in light 

of contemporary events where the church feels – either through the ELCA Church Council, the Council 

of Bishops, or the Presiding Minister – it should respond.  These are official stances of the ELCA and 

include the topics: AIDS, Child Protection, Climate (which Bishop Barbins mentioned during her ser-

mon at GSLC for our Solar Panel Dedication) Commercial Sexual Exploitation, Community Violence, 

 
1 https://www.elca.org/about-the-elca/who-we-are/our-purpose/social-teachings 
2 Ibid. 
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End of Life Decisions, Gender-based Violence, Government, Gun-related Violence, Homelessness, Hu-

man Rights, Immigration, Israeli Palestinian Conflict, Mental Illness, People Living with Disabilities, 

Sexuality: Some Common Convictions, Suicide Prevention, and Terrorism. 

 

Finally, there are the Social Policy Resolutions which, again, are approved by the ELCA Church Coun-

cil but are very limited and usually in response to a specific action.  These resolutions are usually made 

to remind the ELCA – and the world – the official teachings and policies of the ELCA regarding a spe-

cific event that has happened in the United States.  However, from time to time, these resolutions do not 

fit, or require and expansion of, Social Statements or Social Messages and can trigger a task force for 

such purpose. 

 

While I understand learning about the polity and governances of the church might not be the most rivet-

ing reading, I believe it is important to know that the ELCA is a church active in the world.  And be-

cause the world is messy, it is good to have some formalize stances that may or may not agree with fel-

low Protestant denominations and/or the Roman Catholic Church.  We all are bound by conscience and 

w  l  I,        ll , w  ld l k      ELC         “                       d  f            ELC           

               U         w                 ”,      w  ld    l                d f        discernment and 

the will of God, and God working through each one of us.  Making these policies requires prayer, dis-

cernment, and listening to the people of the church. 

 

As a Rostered Minister in the ELCA, I encourage you to look at these statements, especially statements 

that apply to events happening within our country.  This, I believe, will help both of us understand the 

position of the church on certain topics – usuall                         d   d “d       ”    “  l     l”.  

The fine line that I, as a public speaker, must walk is not to say who, or what direction to believe or vote, 

it is my responsibility to teach and provide the stances, teachings, and policies of the ELCA.  There 

might be times when it feels the message wit                “  l     l”3, but we are a church in the 

world and the world is political4.  We hear, again and again, the world we live in – the world God exists 

in and works in –         f l w  ld (     w    w  ld ’     d G d    w  k      ).  W ,    people of God, 

are called to speak on public issues faithfully, bound by scriptures and Confessions, and governed by the 

ELCA official social teachings.5 

 

We remember from all the gospels that Jesus was political but not partisan; he lived in a shared society – 

          (l k      w  ld   d  )  f    .  O     ll                f        d   f C              “      

      f     l d          ”.  F         P  l w    , “I      l             f   ,            d        ,        

mercies of God, to present your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfe  .”6  Do 

what is good for the well-being of all. 

Amen+ 

 

 

 

  

 
3 Political defined here as negotiating how the benefits, burdens, rights, and responsibilities of living in society are shared. 
4 Political defined here as the idea tied to specific groups, parties, elections, campaigns, the grab of control, lies, deceptions, a 

sinful way. 
5 ELCA Constitution – Chapter 7 AND GSLC Constitution – Chapter 9 
6 Romans 12:1-2, NRSV. 
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ECHO Word- SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

A few months ago, I ran out of my list of Big Churchy Words that I had assem-

bled and have been thinking of some words that I feel I use without being 

very clear about my meaning.  But now, even those words have been ex-

hausted – as far as I know.  So, what we are going to do now, in this section, 

is go over the parts of the liturgy. 

 

We begin our liturgy with the Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness. Within our hymnals in the 

pews, on page 193, we have the Corporate Confession and Forgiveness.  This rite is a bit longer and is 

similar to the one we begin on Ash Wednesday and finish on Maundy Thursday.  But, for time and sim-

plicity to allow people to have both Confession and Forgiveness to enter the worship service, a brief or-

der was created.  While the words have changed over the years, the central idea to enter the worship ser-

vice with a clear conscience and free from sin still remains. 

 

Most ELCA congregations, on a regular scheduled service, have this order/rite at the beginning of ser-

vice to, again, allow the participant/congregant/public to be freed from sin and enter the worship liturgy 

free from sin.  While others have this order/rite after the Passing of the Peace before the Rite of Holy 

Communion.  This idea goes back to ancient Judaism where one would wash through the mikveh – ritual 

bath – to wash their impurities before worship and other activities.  The churchy word, in this case is ab-

solution         “f    l   l     f       l ,  l   ,              .”7  We participate in this order/rite 

to ask for forgiveness of all our wrongs (our sins) that we have done in our lives –     “d        ” w  

have picked up in our lives – and asked to be washed clean. 

 

At the end of the order/rite, the presiding minister will either declare you formally clean – declare the 

forgiveness of your sins (called the Strong Absolution) – or will remind you that you are already clean 

(Weak Absolution).  Within the ELCA, only an Ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament (commonly 

known as pastor) can offer the Strong Absolution.  At Good Shepherd, for example, I have been saying 

d                     , “       ll d   d O d    d           f     C       f C        d    [    ]8 au-

       , I      f    d  l                      f            f  ll          …”9  This is the Strong Absolu-

tion.  However, when I am not here and another pastor is not present, we change this declaration to the 

W  k     l     ,       , “…         w                d…             f       …              w    

  w  …”10  Either way, it is God, not the one speaking the words, that forgives the sins to allow us to 

enter the worship sinless and forgiven, cleansed from our wrongs and dirtiness we have picked up in the 

world. 

  

 
7 Google Dictionary - absolution 
8            l w  d      …  d    his          …  W  l  C        d G d            d                  d I    j           d    

for the forgiveness, it is only through the authority that the ELCA is a Church of Christ and I am an Ordained Minister within 

this church that I can convey this forgiveness. 
9 Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Publishing House:Minneapolis, 1978. P.56. 
10 Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Leaders Guide, Augsburg Fortress:Minneapolis, 2006. P.168. 

The Big Churchy Word 
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GENERAL FUND 

 BALANCE AS 

OF 31-Jul-26  $377

MONTH

 OFFERING 

INCOME 

 OTHER 

INCOME 

 YTD 

INCOME 

%ESTIMATE 

BUDGETED 

REVENUE  EXPENSE 

 YEAR TO 

DATE 

% 

ESTIMATED 

OPERATING 

January 15,533$               600$             16,133$     103.9% 14,610$     14,610$         93.8%

February 7,990$                 494$             24,618$     78.0% 14,999$     29,608$         90.1%

March 8,912$                 1,431$         34,961$     74.0% 21,052$     50,660$         105.9%

April 7,674$                 374$             43,009$     67.6% 19,610$     70,270$         113.0%

May 13,186$               1,867$         58,062$     73.5% 14,679$     84,949$         106.5%

June 7,276$                 2,342$         67,680$     71.7% 16,274$     101,223$      107.4%

July 8,843$                 599$             77,122$     70.3% 15,699$     116,922$      107.8%

August

September

October

November

December
Need $15,664 

per Mo. $187,966/year (32,607)$   

 EXPENSE V 

BUDGET 8,413$           

6/30/2026 7/31/2026

Capital Improvement Endowment Fund 924,277$     936,263$      

Community Involvement Endowment Fund Balance 47,422$       49,760$        

Mission & Education Endowment Fund  131,919$     131,299$      

Thrivent Fund   17,445$       17,405$        

Capital Improvement  -$                -$                 

Youth Missions Fund  8,001$         8,001$          

Abiding Memorial  5,582$         5,582$          

Detroit Street    40$             40$              

Sandusky St   6,211$         6,211$          

Capital Improvement  Endowment Fund Usage for Operating Expenses YTD 38,950$       

Remaining Capital Improvement Endowment Funds available for Operating Expenses 17,440$       

5% Biblical Tithe to Synod 1,023.09$    

Stacy Racut, Treasurer

TREASURER'S REPORT: JULY 2026 
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 September 2026 
 
 

    

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Aug. 30 
10am Service 
GSLC picnic 

Aug. 31 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
 

1 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 

2 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 

3 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

4 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

5 
 

6 
8:30 Service 
9:45 Christian 
Education 
11:00 Service 
 
 

7 
Labor Day  
 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

8 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 
 

9 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
 

10 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

11 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

12 
10-1  
Food Pantry 
11-12:30  
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
 
Bi-monthly 
Bowling 
 
 13 

8:30 Service 
9:45 Christian 
Education 
11:00 Service 
12:30  
Congregational 
Meeting 

 
 

14 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
Bell Practice 
5:30pm 

15 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 
 
Quilting 9am 

16 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
Blood Drive 
1-6pm 
 
 
 

17 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 
 
Echo Articles 
Due 

18 
9:00 & 10:30  
YMCA Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 

19 
10-1  
Food Pantry 
11-12:30  
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
 
Choir  
Workshop  
1-2:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
8:30 Service 
9:45 Christian 
Education 
11:00 Service 
 

21 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
Bell Practice 
5:30pm 
 
 

22 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 
 
Quilting 9am 

23 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
Choir Practice 
5:30pm 
 

24 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 

25 
9:00 & 10:30  
YMCA Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

26 
10-1  
Food Pantry 
11-12:30  
Free Lunches & 
Nick’s Closet 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
8:30 Service  
9:45 Christian 
Education 
11:00 Service 
Tentative 
Sub Sale 

 

28 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 

 
Bell Practice 
5:30pm  
 

29 
9-2 Food Pantry 
& Free Lunches 

 
Quilting 9am  

30 
9:00 & 10:30 
YMCA Fitness 
 
Choir Practice 
5:30pm  
 

Oct. 1 
5:00 Line  
Dancing 
 
Pastor vacation 
begins 

Oct. 2 
9:00 & 10:30  
YMCA Fitness  
 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Oct. 3 
Basket Raffle 
10am-2pm 
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DATE/ 
TIME 

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT USHERS GREETERS READER 

 
ACOLYTE 

 
HOSPITALITY 

9/6/2026 
8:30 

Susan Combs Katrina Pavolino 
Wes & Susan 

Combs 
Nancy Altman Susan Combs  

Susan Combs 

11:00  Glenda Betteridge  
Greg & Glenda 

Betteridge 
Mary Lou Moisio Greg Betteridge  

 

9/13/2026 
8:30 

Amy Gallagher Katrina Pavolino   Amy Gallagher  
 

11:00  Mark Lytle  Mary Lou Moisio Mark Lytle  
 

9/20/2026 
8:30 

Jen Best Katrina Pavolino  Nancy Altman   
 

11:00 Jen Best    Susan Tan  
 

9/27/2026 
8:30 

 Katrina Pavolino  Katrina Pavolino   
 

11:00       
 

SEPTEMBER 

ALTAR GUILD: 

Susan Combs, Katrina Pavolino,  

Kelly Anthony 

OCTOBER 

ALTAR GUILD: 

Susan Combs, Katrina Pavolino,  

Kelly Anthony 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

876 Grove Street 
Conneaut, OH  44030 

440-599-8908  /  www.gslcc.org 
 

Worship Times 
Sunday 8:30 Contemporary 

Sunday 11:00 Traditional 
Holy Communion at all services 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday – 8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Joshua Krenz, Pastor 
gslcpastor@gwcmail.net 

 
Office Staff 

Jennifer Best, Administrative Assistant 
goodshepherd@gwcmail.net 

 
A congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

876 Grove St 

Conneaut, OH 44030 
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mailto:gslcpastor@gwcmail.net
mailto:goodshepherd@gwcmail.net

